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Newsletter 
 
Summer is here, the beaches are busy and the bar and 

restaurant owners have a glimmer of relief on their faces 

to see the holiday season underway.  Things are tough 

and prices have risen for many basics squeezing the gross 

profit margin harder than before. 

According to the IMF accounting wizards we are going 

the right way but confidence is at an all-time low. Many 

locals are fearful to break cover and invest in property 

just in case things do not go as well as anticipated and 

overseas customers have so much to choose from that 

they are like bees drunk on sweet honey flitting from one 

pretty flower to another.  A situation which does not 

make for stability in the housing market and prices rising 

in the near future. 

I am not saying that the market is stagnant because we do 

have some movement for the right house at the right 

price but we certainly do not have buyers trampling each 

other to get to the Notary. 

The rental market has seen movement but again for the 

right product at the right price and many owners have 

had to rethink their pricing to pick up business.   

Long term rental is doing a bit better this year as people 

who are interested in buying decide to try before they 

buy but don’t forget that long term rentals need to be 

handled by a competent professional agent who will 

cross the T´s and dot the I´s regards legal contracts 

otherwise it could easily turn in to a nightmare. 

In this issue we have another money market report from 

James Baxter who has contributed to all our Newsletters 

so far with his money market insight. 

My thanks also to Paul Debois, professional 

photographer for telling us about his life, his work and 

what he likes about the Costa de la Luz.   

Finally, we have a couple of articles.  One about the  

Gibraltar situation and a piece on how to keep yourself 

safe when purchasing rustic property in Spain.      

I hope you enjoy the newsletter. 

 

Lesley McEwan, MD, Cadizcasa 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

ELECTRICITY went up in August by 3.2 per cent, just a 

month after a 1.2-per-cent rise in a bid to mop up the 

multi-million deficit the government has with energy 

suppliers.  

Minister for industry José Manuel Soria says this latest 

hike will claw back around 400 million euros for the 

government by the end of this year and claims that the 

State is now contributing towards the debt as a result of 

an energy reform which splits the burden between the 

consumer, the supplier and public funds. 

Of the 26-billion-euro debt, the consumer will be 

expected to pay 900 million a year, which the State will 

match, and electricity boards 2.7 billion annually. 

Soria insists that without the reform, electricity bills 

would have gone up by an average of 42 per cent.  

But even then, the average bill has risen by eight per cent 

since January 2012, after having gone up by 63 per cent 

between 2003 and 2011, although mostly in the last three 

or four years of that period. 

This makes electricity in Spain the third-most expensive 

in the European Union, beaten only by Cyprus and the 

Republic of Ireland. 

 

GIBRALTAR A SMOKE SCREEN OR GENUINE 

NATIONAL UNREST 

 

We have all heard of Gibraltar,  many will have visited, 

but few know that it was first inhabited over 50,000 years 

ago by the Neanderthals and may have been one of their 

last places of habitation before they died out. 

 

The Rock´s recorded history starts at around 950BC with 

the Phoenicians, followed by the Carthaginians and 

Romans who worshipped Hercules in shrines said to have 
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been built on the rock which they called Mons Calpe or 

hollow rock.  Following the collapse of the Roman 

Empire it came under the control of the Moors in 711AD 

and was permanently settled by them.  They also gave it 

the name Jebel al-Tariq which was later corrupted to 

Gibraltar. 

 

The next few centuries were quiet enough with the odd 

exchange of ownership between Spain and the Moors but 

in 1704 it became part of the Kingdom of Spain until it 

was captured by the Anglo Dutch fleet on behalf of 

Charles VI of Austria and Hapsburg, pretender to the 

Spanish throne.  It finally came in to the hands of the 

British under the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713.  

 

Spain has tried periodically to regain control of Gibraltar 

through military, diplomatic and economic pressure and 

The Rock was besieged and heavily bombarded during 

three wars between Britian and Spain.  By the end of the 

last siege in the late 18th century Gibraltar had seen 14 

sieges over 500 years. 

 

The population grew and it became one of Britian´s most 

important possessions and a key stopping off point for 

the military en route to India via the Suez Canal.  They 

constructed a large Naval base and their control of 

Gibraltar gave them excellent access to the 

Mediterranean during the Second World War. 

 

General Franco declined a Nazi plan to occupy Gibraltar.  

It is alleged that Mr Churchhill “made it worth his while” 

but he did revive Spain´s claim to the territory after the 

war and closed the border between 1969 and 1985.   

 

In more recent years, Gibraltar has been seen less as a 

military base and its economy has flourished with 

tourism, financial services, shipping and the modern day 

phenomenon of on line gaming. 

 

The territory is self governed having its own Parliament 

and is one of the wealthiest in the European Union. 

With such a long and illustrious past how did we come to 

the current day feud.  Well, it allegedly started over 

Gibraltar tipping 70 concrete blocks in to the sea along 

the coast.  They say this is to create an artificial reef and 

encourage sea life to flourish plus stop trawling which 

may damage the fish stocks.  The Spanish see it as an 

attempt to stop their fishing boats using the area and to 

damage their nets. 

 

The Spanish government´s response has been swift and 

hash but many think their voluble protestations are an 

attempt to divert attention and indeed the world wide 

press from the rather sticky situation they are in amidst 

claims of bribery and corruption at the highest levels.   

 

Since Luis Barcenas, the ex treasure of Spain´s 

governing party the PP, felt the cold hand of the law he 

has taken to singing louder than Maria Callas at La Scala.  

Accused of tax evasion, money laundering, bribery of 

public figures, document forgery and fraud to the tune of 

48 million his arrest follows investigations in to the 

wider subject of illegal financing of the PP.   

 

Having worked within the PP for over 30 years Mr 

Barcenas was certainly well placed to know who did 

what and when.  His arrest and a judge´s refusal to give 

him bail during his pre-trial investigation has no doubt 

added to his apparent decision to be helpful. 

 

Earlier this year the El Pais newspaper published 

documents allegedly drafted by Mr Barcenas that 

claimed to show the Prime Minister had received cash 

payments.  It is believed that this was then further 

confirmed at a court hearing although the source wished 

to remain anonymous and the waters further muddied by 

El Mundo newspaper delivering documents with Mr 

Barcenas´s original ledger entries, to the High Court.  

 

Yet more allegations have been made that the whole 

party leadership were on the take from a “secret slush 

fund” which infers it was undeclared money and now 

text messages between the Prime Minister and Mr 

Barcenas have come to light as recently as March of this 
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year, some two months after the scandal broke.  Many 

feel that Mr Barcenas is poised to disclose further 

revelations about the party taking funding from 

commercial companies such as construction companies,  

some of which was hived off to the slush fund.  The 

inference being that they received lucrative public 

contracts in return. 

 

As if the scandal was not sufficient to cause problems for 

the government there is also anger at the PP´s bail out of 

Bankia.  A bank closely related to several PP politicians 

and previously run by Rodrigo Rato a former PP finance 

minister. 

 

It certainly makes sense that raising a bit of patriotic 

angst over Gibraltar would take the heat off their already 

well singed bottoms and the news that British warships 

have dropped in to Gibraltar albeit on an allegedly pre-

arranged annual exercise adds a certain serious tone to 

the situation.  It has long been a ploy of government 

when in trouble to divert attention but have they 

considered the long term damage this whole little 

escapade could do? 

 

We have Euro MP Julie Girling calling for holiday 

makers to “boycot” Spain and saying that the time for 

talking is over and now there must be action. Good old 

Boris Johnson, the London Mayor has shambled in there 

waving the British flag and demanding the Spanish take 

their hands off Gibraltar´s throat then waxing lyrical 

about the La Linea he remembers 30 years ago on a day 

trip to Gibraltar  “with candyfloss, ponies lashed to 

carousels – their pizzles knotted to stop them urinating 

and colossal flamenco dressed children sat astride their 

little bowed back”.  All a bit bizzare.  Let’s be honest, 

Boris is a man who has known some hard times with the 

public image himself.  Then just the other day, we have 7 

hours traffic queues to get in and out of Gibraltar and 

allegations about unscrupulous Spanish police officers 

taking money from niave tourists to allow them to enter 

Gibraltar.   Not the media circus such a noble place 

should have to endure but a sign of how high feelings are 

running and that everyone has something to say about it. 

 

What will the outcome be, well I suspect Spain does not 

really want to fall out with the UK, one of its longest and 

best allies and I also suspect there is more than a little 

truth in the allegation that this is a smoke screen to divert 

attention from the ever deepening mire that Mr Rajoy 

and the PP in general find themselves in.  Perhaps 

holding hands and hoping for a chronic case of laryngitis 

to befall Mr Barcenas would be the best idea before all 

the rhetoric and posturing damages yet further the 

Spanish tourist, property and business markets. 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Coastguard vessels rescued 92 potential immigrants on 

14 rafts attempting to enter Spain through the Strait of 

Gibraltar in one day.  The emergency services attended to 

78 men, 12 women, a small baby and a young girl.  The 

little girl was admitted to hospital with hypothermia. The 

others are said to be in good condition apart from being 

hungry and thirsty.   

 

The last craft intercepted at Tarifa was a wooden rowing 

boat containing 3 young men.  The Coastguard said “this 

type of vessel is not suited to trying to cross the highly 

dangerous waters of the Straits but is the most common 

type of vessel we intercept”.  Later the same day another 

craft came ashore in Tarifa with 19 people on board. 

 

All those rescued were taken to Tarifa and provided with 

food, drink, blankets and dry clothes.  They were 

attended by Red Cross workers and volunteers. 

 

Every year, tens of thousands of sub-Saharan Africans 

often from Senegal, try to sail to Spain thinking that they 

are entering “the promised land” of Europe.  In reality 

many do not survive the crossing of the Strait of 

Gibraltar and those who do are rounded up and shipped 

straight back to their country of origin. 

 

The few who slip through the net make a hand to mouth 

living on the streets selling jewellery, CDs and 

sunglasses while trying to stay out of the way of the local 

police.  Fines can reach 3,000 euros for those caught and 

a hard hitting TV campaign in sub-Saharan Africa and 

particularly Senegal call for young people to give up on 

the idea of saving to pay mafia style organisation for a 

seat on a raft and remind them that they are the future of 

Africa. 
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EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK 

The second quarter of this 

year has proved 

interesting, maybe not so 

much on the currency 

exchange side of things, 

but certainly economically 

for both the UK and the 

Eurozone. The dark cloud 

hanging over the UK 

economy appears to have 

lifted, with a string of positive economic data suggesting 

that we may finally be on the road to recovery, albeit a 

slow and steady one. 

 

We’ve also seen the appointment of a new governor of 

the Bank of England, the Canadian Mark Carney. The 

introduction of a ‘monetary activist’ has proved positive 

for sterling, with investors and market players optimistic 

over the success of his proposed policies. The Canadian 

took over at the central bank on July 1st. It was widely 

expected that he would announce an increase to the 

quantitative easing programme, adding to the £375 

billion of stimulus already in place. In fact, at the first 

meeting of the Monetary Policy Committee, it was 

revealed that he’d voted against further Q.E. and had also 

convinced all of the other 8 members of the MPC to 

agree with him, something Mervyn King was unable to 

do towards the end of his tenure. This pushed sterling 

higher, making it cheaper to buy euros. Sterling also 

climbed against the dollar and most of its major 

counterparts. When buying property in Spain, a stronger 

pound makes the euro price of the property cheaper. 

However, if you’re selling in Spain and looking to 

repatriate the proceeds, a stronger pound means your 

euros will buy you less sterling. 

 

The MPC are now pursuing a policy of ‘forward 

guidance’ in place of quantitative easing, whereby the 

interest rate is linked to the level of unemployment.  

Mark Carney announced that the base rate would not be 

raised until unemployment had dropped to 7% or lower. 

With the economy now showing signs of recovery, this 

could be as soon as late 2014. GDP figures for the last 

two quarters have been positive with the economy 

growing in the second quarter by 0.7%, with retail sales 

in July the best they’ve been since 2006. The Office for 

National Statistics revealed that the recent growth has 

been export driven, helped by the relatively weak pound. 

This has fuelled speculation that the Bank of England 

may look to keep sterling weak in an attempt to stimulate 

an export led recovery. With the pound gaining strength 

as a result of the positive data, and with the BoE looking 

to keep the pound weak, all eyes will be on the MPC 

over the coming months. 

 

There has been renewed positivity in Europe too, with 

the Eurozone economy now pushing back into growth, 

having been mired in recession. The two largest and most 

influential economies, France and Germany, have both 

posted positive figures recently. This has helped push the 

euro higher against the dollar and has kept the pound’s 

gains in check. The data has shifted sentiment in Europe, 

with renewed confidence in the single currency.  

 

As a result of the improving economic conditions in 

Europe, we’ve seen an increase in enquiries from those 

looking at buying property in Spain and France, from 

people who had previously been sitting on the fence, 

waiting for signs of economic stability. With low 

property prices in Spain and improving economic 

conditions, now may be a great time to take the plunge 

and buy a place in the sun. 

 

If you’d like to discuss your currency requirements, 

please contact James Baxter at the Foremost Currency 

Group for a free, no obligation consultation on +44 

1442 892 060, or email jsb@fcgworld.co.uk. 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Times are tough for everyone at present and even local 

governments are looking at ways to raise a bit of extra 

cash.  In the Costa del Sol, the town of Velez Malaga 

have dismantled and shipped a whole tramline to 

Australia, in pieces, to raise funds.   

 

The council of Velez- Malaga spent 38 million euros on 

the tramway between the town and the beach in 2007 but 

it has been out of service for several years.  Funding cuts 
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which were imposed when the recession began to hit 

meant that the service died away to nothing. 

 

The enterprising town saw money in the disused line and 

had it shipped  to Sydney .  Exactly where it will be used 

is not yet known as the country´s second capital city after 

Canberra already has a well developed underground 

system.  It runs to almost every corner of the city 

including the airport which is located in the former 

convict´s settlement  of Botany Bay.  The only real 

exception is Bondi Beach which can be reached by a 

regular bus service yet the Sydney authorities obviously 

see a use for the tram line.  Maybe they just could not 

turn down a bargain. 

 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 

It has long been known that there have been problems 

with the sale of illegal property in some areas of Spain 

but identifying an illegal property is relatively easy if you 

know what to look for and the Spanish government are 

now on course to minimalise the risk to prospective 

purchasers. 

 

How can a property be illegal?  Well, in its simplest form 

it was built without planning permission or a completion 

certificate.  Not only can you find this type of property in 

towns but also in the countryside and it is the countryside 

which I am going to deal with here. 

 

Many prospective purchasers think that buying in the 

countryside is safer than buying in a town.  That is 

definitely not the case.  A purchase on rustic land can be 

very much more complicated.   

 

Land in Spain falls  in to five main categories Urbano 

Consolidado, Urbano no Consolidado, Urbanizable, No 

Urbanizable de Regimen General, no urbanizable 

especialmente protegido. However, the Land Registry 

only consider two categories Urbano (Urban) or Rustico 

(Rustic).  A property should only carry the name Urbana 

when the owners have provided to the Land Registry a 

Cedula urbanistica to prove that the property is in a place 

classified by the urban plan as urbano consolidado or 

urbano no consolidado. In an area deemed urbano no 

consolidado you cannot build or apply for planning 

permission until the owners have paid the urbanisation 

fees and the area has been converted to urbano 

consolidado. The only way of knowing that a property is 

legal is applying for a cédula urbanística at the Office of  

Urbanismo in the Townhall.  This should show that the 

area  is already classified as urbano consolidado and is 

provided with the compulsory building licenses/ permits 

called “Licencia de Obras” and “Licencia de Primera 

Ocupación”. 

 

 

Things are not so simple with rustic land though.  Rustic 

land is land outside of ordination.  It means that it cannot 

be urbanised so there can be no plans for urbanisations or 

development of the land and minimum plot sizes are laid 

down by the national government not the local 

government. 

 

Rustic land falls in to three categories protected land, 

restricted land and building land.  It does not therefore 

follow that if you buy the minimum size of land for 

building that you will be allowed to build. 

 

Protected land for instance is land containing animals or 

birds, plants or trees of particular interest. It could be 

forest or wetland and if you build within it expect to be 

smacked very hard by the government. Not to mention 

that any actions raised against a property on protected 

land can never be lifted as they have no time limit.  So it 

is a bit like playing Russian Roulette, just sitting waiting 

to see if the bulldozer turns up this year or next year. 

 

With rustic land the land sizes for building are much 

larger than with urban land.  The plot sizes were layed 

out in the The Unidad Mínima de Cultivo in Andalucía is 

based in the Ley 19/1995, de 4 de julio, de 

Modernización de las Explotaciones Agrarias (LMEA) 

and the Resolución de 4 de noviembre de 1996, de la 

D.G. de Regadios y Estructuras.  A minimum plot size 

for dry land in Andalucia is 30,000M2 and for irrigated 

land 2500M2.  Moreover, you must demonstrate that the 
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building you intend to put there is strictly necessary i.e. 

for agriculture or breeding cattle or that the building will 

be considered of public interest such as a camp site or 

perhaps a business related to nature. 

 

You do of course get a lot of properties classed as rustic 

for sale on much smaller plots of say 1000M2 or 

2000M2.  These came about because the plots were split 

before the legislation of 1996 came in to being but 

anything constructed after 1996 must be on the correct 

plot size. 

 

It has long been the habit of a very small number of 

agents to say that if a country property is over 20/25 

years of age it does not need planning permission or a 

completion certificate but everything constructed after 

1975 requires planning permission whether it is urbano 

or rustico.  Some tell clients that if there was an original 

old building on the site predating 1975 the remainder of 

the new build is automatically legal.  That is not the case.  

Only the original building is legal, the extension is 

illegal. 

 

The ley Decreto 2/2012 de 10 de enero governs all 

structures on rustic land in Andalucia. It  lays out what 

you can do with everything from an abandoned ruin to a 

newly built rural hotel.  What is accepted as an existing 

structure and may open the door to develop the site varies 

from area to area so you need to do your homework and 

get some good advice. 

 

In addition to actual building permissions, you must also 

consider that the boundaries of rustic properties can be 

fluid to say the least.  It is not uncommon for the 

boundaries described in the deeds (Escritura) , the nota 

simple (public deed) and the Catastro (used for working 

out your rates) to differ.  This is something you must be 

very sure about before you buy and a good solicitor will 

be able to help you with this.  

 

In addition you need to be sure about water rights.  Is the 

well for you only or shared with another agricultural area 

or house. Does it have enough good clean water for 12 

months of the year.  Is it in good condition or are 

chemicals or effluent from other surrounding properties 

leeching in to it through old or broken walls.  You must 

check if the well is legalised and the rights of those who 

can take water from it must be shown in the Nota Simple.  

Anyone with rights to water must be registered at the 

Land Registry otherwise, a new owner is not obliged to 

recognise their right. 

 

Is the electricity supply an agricultural supply and 

therefore not suitable for a dwelling house? 

 

Do you have clearly defined rights of access to the 

property? You do not want to find that the lane leading to 

the house is actually the property of the dear sweet old 

lady next door and when she shuffles her mortal coil her 

two bruisers of sons who do not practise the “love thy 

neighbour” part of the bible, build a wall across your 

only means of access.  Likewise,  rights of access must 

be registered at the land registry. If they do not appear in 

the Nota simple, a new owner is not obliged to respect 

that right in accordance with article 32 Ley Hipotecaria. 

 

Another thing to consider is flooding.  A lot of farm land 

floods from time to time and while the radishes and 

carrots might like a bit of water, having your home 

flooded out with brown silt is probably not what you 

need.  This is something which you can check out at the 

Urban Planning Department where they keep plans of 

flood areas. 

 

We have all heard the stories of people wakening up in 

their new home to the sound of goat bells and a very 

charming goat herder making their way through the 

garden and vegetable patch with a heard of 40 goats.  It 

does raise a smile but if your property is on a drovers 

road then beware. Drovers roads are ancient rights of 

way and classed as public domain.  Individuals cannot 

buy or sell such land and the authorities can ask for it 

back at any time.  So make sure you get a stout pair of 

shoes as you will also have to visit the Consejería de 

Medio Ambiente of the Junta de Andalucía to check this 

out. 
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Never forget that the best case scenario when buying 

rustic property for residential purposes is that, after 

having confirmed that any actions against the property 

have expired, you can apply for a building license NOT 

to make improvements or build extensions which would 

increase the value,  but only to preserve the house in its 

current condition.  The only exceptions being,  if you can 

show that you are using the property for agricultural 

use/breeding cattle and the alterations are strictly 

necessary for that purpose or you are providing a public 

facility.  Be under no illusions, this will take years, a lot 

of pen pushing and lot of money not to mention 

heartache.  

 

There is a lot to consider with a rustic purchase but it 

brings its rewards such an open view and peace and quiet 

with only the bird song to keep you company but it needs 

a lot more work and investigation than buying in an 

urban area. While the purchase and renovation of rustic 

property might make for a blockbuster storyline on 

celluloid or a top selling novel, in reality, it is a very 

dangerous and difficult pursuit. 

 

Finally, remember that the value of land is greatly 

affected if it is rustic.  A plot of urban land which can 

have a house built on it fully legally has a higher value 

because it is flexible in its use.  A plot of rustic land if it 

is not the full legal minimum size has a limited use and 

value and sadly that also affects houses which have been 

built on undersized rustic plots.  A rustic plot of land 

with no chance of planning permission is only any use 

for growing legchuga (lettuce).   So unless you want to 

become a lettuce farmer,  be exceptionally careful when 

you buy rustic land.  Get a good solicitor and remember 

knowledge is power and the more you know the safer 

you will be. 

 

This article was prepared with the generous assistance 

of Templecambria Legal and Financial, Conil 

 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

The current hard trading conditions have made many 

businesses think of new and novel ways to bring in a bit 

more custom.  Bars and restaurants have been 

particularly hard hit as people have less disposable 

income than in the past but one Granada bar took their 

marketing a bit too far when they offered a night of sex 

with one of the barmaids as the prize in their drinks 

raffle.   

Not surprisingly the police raided the bar following 

complaints from residents and the Townhall.   Posters 

had been displayed outside the Bar Contrapunto 

announcing that with every drink customers would 

receive a free raffle ticket to enter in their prize draw. 

It has not yet been confirmed whether the barmaid had 

been selected or indeed asked if she would participate but 

when quizzed by police the management decided 

voluntarily to cancel the event and take down the posters. 

 

PAUL DEBOIS PROFESSIONAL 

PHOTOGRAPHER AND WHY HE LOVES THE 

COSTA DE LA LUZ 

 

I asked Paul what it 

was about the Costa 

de la Luz that kept 

making him come 

back and how his 

career has progressed 

over the years.  He 

said “I love taking 

photographs in the 

Costa de la Luz. 

Obviously the light is 

very different to the 

UK - really intense sun, and for a lot of the year, clement 

weather suitable for walks with a camera. It is also 

starkly different to the UK visually. The economies are 

on different cycles, and certainly urban areas can look 

distressed. Not all people will find the images attractive - 

but I think even the most derelict of areas have a beauty. 

As a result, I have started looking at London in a 

different way”.  
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Paul´s career spans some 33 years now and started early.   

He says “I became a professional photographer though a 

slightly obscure route.  My father was quite keen on 

taking family snaps, and he used to lend me his camera, 

but nothing more than that.  Then I started taking photos 

on school trips which the teacher used in Classics and 

History lessons.  Also many of my friends were art 

students so there was a cross over there and we would 

often go on walks with our cameras”.   

 

My first serious camera was a Halina 3000 - nothing 

special, but I still have it!  Soon after followed a Russian 

Zenith SLR - many people started with these cameras.  

They were cheap, rugged and took half decent photos. 

 

  

I then studied at Richmond Upon Thames Tertiary 

College -  a technical college in Twickenham. I spent 5 

years there on day release, which my employer, the 

MOD kindly paid for.   

 

I did not specialise in any particular type of photograph 

but my interest then as indeed now was landscape based 

and several of my college projects had ecological slants. 

 

 

 

After working for the MOD Paul went freelance in 1988. 

Paul says “Most work now is lifestyle based - gardens, 

flowers, people and products connected with the 

horticultural world. With the occasional car thrown in!   I 

worked with Jeremy Clarkson and James May a lot on 

Top Gear Magazine, and travelled all over Europe on car 

launches with them. These shoots were always short on 

time, especially when TV cameras were present. I also 

travelled to Japan and the States fairly 

frequently…anywhere with car manufacturers. So always 

high pressure! After 18 years of doing this, I've pretty 

much backed out of the motoring industry now.   

 

I have been lucky in my career to work with and 

photographs several famous sports personalities also 

including Jackie Stewart, Martin Brundel, Stirling Moss, 

Nigel Mansell, David Coulthard.. and several presenters 

on garden programmes like Alan Titchmarsh, Joe Swift, 

Alys Fowler, and Rachel de Thame.  

 



Cadizcasa © 2011           www.cadizcasa.com 
 9 

 

 

I have always found Paul to be a very modest man but 

when pushed he did tell me that he has won the Guild of 

Motoring writers car photographer of the year four times 

and subsequently had images in exhibitions at Kew 

Gardens, with the International Garden Photographer of 

the year, winning categories in 2009 and 2013, with 

runners up in 2008 and 2011.  He also had images in the 

Association of Photographers 'Open' exhibition in 2009 

and in 2012 at the Gallery of Modern Art, Milan, for an 

exhibition called "Small Garden". 

 

 

 

When asked if he would consider moving to the Costa de 

la Luz full time as a professional photographer he said 

“the idea of living in the Costa de la Luz is fantastic!  But 

I am a Londoner, and have lived here virtually all my 

life…..ultimately I would miss all the hustle, bustle and 

bad manners!  I think a split existence is more of a 

reality, with a few months at a stretch in each place. But 

a studio would be great. It would help develop a greater 

connection with the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul has certainly not wasted his time in the Costa de la 

Luz. His project entitled  The Coast of Light from 2004 – 

current was an unplanned series. Paul says “I started 

recording 'snapshots' of things I found or areas and 

landscapes on walks in 2004. They developed an identity 

and I started to collate them in 2009, when I applied the 

name.  You can see some of the images on my website 

but I have recently started a more extensive collection on 

Tumblr, where I am adding new and archive images on a 

weekly basis.   http://coastoflight.tumblr.com/ 

 

http://coastoflight.tumblr.com/
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Thank you for reading our Newsletter, 

the next edition will be out on  

1 December 2013. Please remember it is 

free to join our mailing list for the 

Newsletter and all you need do is register 

under Newsletter in the right hand 

column of our Home Page. 

 

In another of my projects - Pinhole Impressions -  2008-

2009. I had some photos exhibited at Kew Gardens in 

2008 taken with a pinhole camera and in 2008 I extended 

this project to include landscapes along the coastline 

from Cape Trafalgar to Conil. These photographs were 

exhibited at Los Balcones del Califa in Vejer de la 

Frontera in 2010”. 

You can view the Pinhole Impressions here  

http://grupocalifa.wordpress.com/2010/02/14/paul-

debois-at-los-balcones-del-califa/ 

 

 

 

Photography seems to be in the blood, Paul´s eldest 

daughter  has started a degree in photography. Whether it 

turns in to a full time career remains to be seen but her 

dad says she is a good photographer, with a keen interest 

in fashion. Paul´s wife and younger daughter are also a 

bit handy with a camera - always for holiday snaps 

though and his youngest daughter is also interested in 

fashion and is planning a blog and You Tube channel 

using video once she has finished her GCSE's. So watch 

this space! 

Paul can be contacted at 

www.pauldebois.com 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS… 

 

THREE major UK hospitals are offering 300 permanent 

jobs with gross annual salaries of between 30 to 60,000 

euros and accommodation depending upon experience, to 

Spanish and Portuguese nurses.  Recruitment drives are 

taking place in Madrid and Lisbon.  Advertisers from 

www.skills4nurses.com say that the number of jobs 

offered could rise to 4,000 in the next 18 months. 

Applicants must be qualified nurses but do not have to 

have actually worked as a nurse and must be fluent in 

English with a good grasp of technical English pertaining 

to their job as well. 

Currently some 7,000 nurses from Spain live and work in 

the UK having been unable to find work in their own 

country.  This has helped to shore up nursing in the UK 

which has a staff shortage at present. It is through that 

around 17,000 qualified nurses in Spain are unemployed 

and many have never worked since leaving college due 

to the lack of job opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://grupocalifa.wordpress.com/2010/02/14/paul-debois-at-los-balcones-del-califa/
http://grupocalifa.wordpress.com/2010/02/14/paul-debois-at-los-balcones-del-califa/
http://www.pauldebois.com/

