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Newsletter 
 
The economic crisis in Spain is still very much with us 

and the property market has not made a marked recovery 

so far.  We are getting viewers but the choice on offer is 

immense and we are finding that not only are clients 

looking at different towns to compare property but 

different provinces.  The buyers are cash buyers and 

people with cash hold the power and demand the lowest 

prices which is keeping the market low.  Still, we have to 

be positive about any little glows in the dark and at least 

people are still interested in Spain and still coming over 

to look. Interest is coming from all the usual countries 

and most interestingly we are seeing quite a few people 

who want to relocate and start a business in Spain.  

Always a healthy sign for the future. 

 

The rental market looks like it will mimic last year with 

lower occupancy rates than we have seen in the past but 

we are still getting the tourists in and their income to the 

country is much appreciated.  Prices are keen in the 

rental sector as with the sales sector again due to the 

availability against demand so property pricing is vital. 

 

I see that Mr Aznar is considering going back in to high 

level politics as he feels he could do a better job than our 

current leader.  I suspect anyone sitting in the hot seat at 

the moment would find balancing the books a bit difficult 

but his suggestion that what Spain needs to do is reduce 

taxes to encourage consumer spending does seem to have 

some merit and would get some of the many out of work 

back in to work. Who knows what will happen watch this 

space.  He certainly has the presence and some past 

experience. 

 

If what I am being told is correct, the new overseas assets 

law where Spanish residents have to disclose their 

overseas assets on their Spanish tax return and pay tax 

accordingly on anything with a value of over 50,000 

euros is failing to do the job.  All that the rich, who it is 

aimed at, are doing is moving in to France and Gibraltar 

so they can officially cease being Spanish residents. I 

understand that Gibraltar is picking up a good bit of 

financial sector work not to mention property sales on the 

back of this law.  

 

Lastly and most importantly I would like to thank our 

contributors who add a different view of the world to our 

Newsletter.  I would like to thank James Baxter for his 

regular and very informative contribution about the 

money markets.  Also this month we have an excellent 

article by Corinna Buerky of www.nonresidents.com 

who has written about tax obligations for property 

owners, capital gains and inheritance tax.  We also have 

an article on the new Energy Efficiency Certificates 

which become law in Spain today, 1 June 2013 and an 

article on the possible changes to Spain´s private rental 

laws. 

 

Lesley McEwan 

Managing Director, Cadizcasa 

 

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS 

 

There is little doubt that things have been tough in Spain 

over the past few years with the economic crisis but 11 

Spaniards have chosen to put their names down to be 

flown to Mars to populate a new colony! 

It has been made clear to the candidates that there is no 

possibility of return to earth but nonetheless, The Mars 

One Project has received 78,000 applications from 120 

countries. 

 

The Spanish applications include 8 men, 3 of whom have 

been named and are said to range in age from 22 to 37 

years.  They currently work in solar power, IT and one 

has aeronautical training.  Three women have also 

applied and 28 year old Araceli says she feels an affinity 

with the Spanish astronaut Pedro Duque as their birthday 

is on the same day. 

 

Issue : 8  
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The majority of applicants come from USA, China, UK, 

Russia, Mexico, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Argentina 

and India. 

 

Only 24 spaces are available and there will be many 

months of training and trials before they are flown in to 

space where the team has pledged to build a sustainable 

colony within 10 years with a new astronaut being sent 

up every two years to populate the colony. 

 

The funding for the mission, estimated at 6 billion euros 

will come from television companies buying the rights to 

filming which will take place on the colony in a kind of 

“reality show from space”. 

 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY CERTIFICATES ARE 

OBLIGATORY IN SPAIN FROM 1 JUNE 2013 

 

In keeping with other EU countries such as the UK, from 

1 June 2013, it will be obligatory for any property 

offered for rental (holiday or long term) of more than 4 

months per year or properties for sale in Spain to have an 

Energy Efficiency Certificate. The Certificate is part of 

our more enlightened view of energy consumption and 

the impact it has on our environment. The certificate 

aims to give clear and easily understood facts about the 

energy efficiency of one property against another.  This 

information will be of particular interest to property 

buyers and clients wishing to rent. 

 

A poor energy efficiency rating does not mean that the 

property owner will be obliged to make alterations or 

upgrades or that they cannot sell or rent their property but 

each certificate will include suggestions on how the 

property could become more energy efficient. 

 

The certificate can only be issued by authorised and 

qualified professional technicians, who will require to 

visit the property to take measurements and gather 

information to produce the certificate. The certificate will 

last for 10 years once issued. We are currently  offering 

an Energy Efficiency Certificate service to our clients 

and further details can be seen here at our website 

http://www.cadizcasa.com/en/page/energy-efficiency-

certificates-77 

 

There are a few exceptions such as places of worship,  

protected monuments and buildings bought for complete 

renovation or demolition which will not need to have the 

certificate but if you own a property and you want to sell 

or rent it then you do need a certificate. The fines for 

failure to comply range from 3,000 euros to 600,000 

euros. 

 

This article has been compiled with the generous 

assistance of Templecambria Legal and Financial 

Services, Conil. www.templecambria.com 

 

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS 

 

The EU Commission has demanded answers from Spain 

as to why IVA (VAT) has been applied to school dinners 

and childcare.  The EU authorities in Brussels are 

investigating why such services are not exempt despite a 

European Directive being granted allowing for 

exemption. 

 

The investigation follows calls from Spanish MEPs to 

look at the situation where since November of last year 

school dinner and extracurricular activities have attracted 

21% IVA for pupils over 6 years of age as opposed to the 

rate charged for infants of only 10%. 

 

The Commission says this goes directly against EU 

legislation and “makes a mockery” of work by the social 

sector organisations aimed at improving services for 

children and young peoples´education.  Furthermore, the 

increased costs are difficult for many families to meet in 

these hard economic times.  They feel that exemptions in 

tax for social assistance, social security, education 

anything relating to the welfare of children and young 

people should be strictly adhered to. 

http://www.cadizcasa.com/en/page/energy-efficiency-certificates-77
http://www.cadizcasa.com/en/page/energy-efficiency-certificates-77
http://www.templecambria.com/
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EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK 

 

 

Sterling’s been on the march against the euro recently as 

the UK’s GDP result took many by surprise and the 

Cypriot bailout reawakened fears over the state of the 

Euro-Area. As a result, we’ve seen an increase in interest 

from Brits looking at buying in certain areas of Spain. 

The low property prices and weak euro have encouraged 

them to take the plunge and take advantage of the 

favourable conditions. 

 

Cyprus became global news in March as the bailout they 

had requested from the Troika looked to be conditional 

on the troubled state raising funds by levying deposits 

from its people’s savings.  The move was met with 

outrage, protests, and fear from both Cypriots and 

Spaniards concerned about the future of their savings. 

Expats who held savings in Spain worried that they too 

would be subject to the same levies, however, the ECB 

insisted that this was not a blueprint for future bailouts; 

rather, a seemingly Draconian punishment for a country 

saturated with potentially laundered Russian money.  

Fears over the currency bloc’s future led to a weakening 

of the euro as speculators preferred safe-haven assets to 

the potentially risky Single Currency.  This led to a rise 

in GBP/EUR rates which was further compounded by 

news from the UK.  

After having only exited recession in the penultimate 

quarter of 2012, the same quarter as the Olympics, many 

felt that after the Q4 contraction the UK was likely to 

enter recession in the first part of 2013.  Poor economic 

reports were hurting the pound as many concluded that, 

not only was a triple-dip recession a serious possibility, 

but a decision to reignite the UK’s quantitative easing 

program was only being held off to avoid issues with 

inflation. Yet after a shock result, on the 25th April, the 

UK avoided the triple-dip and even beat forecasts by 

posting 0.3% growth in Q1 of 2013.  The news sent 

sterling higher against its major counterparts allowing the 

pound to reach levels against the euro not seen since the 

start of the year when GBP/EUR was in free-fall.  

 

This left many at a loss as the data before, and after, the 

GDP results was not staggering.  This was clearest 

recently when the UK’s CPI figure fell below forecast.  

CPI is, in essence, a measure of inflation based on retail 

prices.  A weak reading in itself is a bad sign for the 

pound; however, quantitative easing was only delayed 

due to fears over rising inflation.  An economy which 

continues to stagnate, coupled with a period of slowing 

inflation, has sparked renewed speculation over more 

monetary stimulus.   

 

If you’re buying or selling a property in Spain and are 

worried about fluctuating exchange rates affecting your 

property purchase, there are tools at your disposal to help 

limit your exposure to market volatility. If you’re looking 

to buy a property but have not yet found somewhere you 

like, you can actually fix the current favourable exchange 

rate by using a forward contract. The same is true if you 

are selling in Spain. You can forward sell your currency 

for up to two years into the future, meaning you know 

exactly how much sterling you’ll receive for your euros 

once your property has sold. The forward contract is an 

incredibly useful budgeting tool, allowing you to take the 

risk out of the market completely. If you’re keen for 

more information on the various contracts available, 

contact James Baxter at the Foremost Currency Group on 

01442 892062 or email jsb@fcgworld.co.uk for a free, no 

obligation consultation. 

James Baxter at Foremost Currency Group 

0044(0)1442 892062  jsb@fcgworld.co.uk 

www.foremostcurrencygroup.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foremostcurrencygroup.co.uk/
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STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS 

A new Fame School has been launched in Spain, co-

founded by Sir Paul McCartney and modelled on the 

Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts.  The Institute 

will offer training an performing arts disciplines at 

foundation, degree and post graduate levels and the first 

set of students are due to enroll this September. 

 

The school offers a 200 seat theatre, dance and acting 

studio, video production, recording studios, learning 

resource facilities and a café and social area. 

 

On the curriculum will be courses in acting, arts 

entrepreneurship, dance, film production, musical 

theatre, popular music and stage management. 

 

The Liverpool College has been ranked in first place for 

its degree courses on several occasions and is often 

among the top 10 rankings for specialist institutions.  It is 

hoped that the Spanish school will follow suit. 

 

NEW TAX LAWS FOR SPANISH NON 

RESIDENTS AND RESIDENTS WITH 

OVERSEAS ASSETS 

 

 

Not surprisingly, in these cash strapped days, the 

Spanish Hacienda are thinking up ways to squeeze 

every last drop of tax out of not only Spanish non-

residents who own property in Spain but Spanish 

residents who own property outside of Spain. 

 

 

It has long been the rule that if you are a non-

resident and own property in Spain you should be 

paying non-resident tax on that property and making 

an annual declaration to the Hacienda or Tax 

Authority. If you help to subsidise the running costs 

of your property in Spain by doing a bit of renting 

then you need to declare that income here in Spain 

also. What has changed? Well instead of the usual 

return process, you are now required to make a 

return for every client who rents from you even if it 

is only for 2 or 3 days. If the house is joint owned 

for example between husband and wife each needs 

to make a return so 2 returns per rental client. In 

addition, the Hacienda wants to see the Passport 

number or national identification (NIE or DNI) of 

the clients or if you rent through an Agency the 

Agency CIF will do. Quite what our already under 

financed and under staffed Hacienda will do with all 

this paper is a mystery but those are the rules. 

 

 

You may feel that if you have declared yourself as a 

Spanish resident and are paying your way in Spain 

what you have outside the country is not their 

business but sadly that is not the case. For many 

years, you have been required as a resident to 

declare all your worldwide assets but there is great 

confusion over this and many have either failed to 

do so or do not know what to do. However, a new 

piece of legislation commonly referred to as 7/2012 

may be sufficient to change things. It requires all 

Spanish residents to disclose any asset outside Spain 

with a value of 50,000 euros or over. This includes 

bank account balances, property, investments etc 

and to be able, if requested, to prove that the funds 

had been taxed appropriately in Spain before they 

left to purchase the item. If the funds came from the 

UK then you may still be asked to show where they 

came from.  

 

 

The penalties are harsh for failing to declare with 

minimum fines of 10,000 euros, the tax payable 

could be 52% with a penalty of a further 150% of 

that tax being charged on top. All in all you could 

end up losing the investment or property and still 

owe the Hacienda money. Is it practical for them to 

chase thousands of Brits for a small flat they use 

when they go home to see the grand children? Well, 

the wise owls believe that this tax is aimed at 

capturing rich Spaniards who shipped their black 

money out of the country by buying property abroad 

not at rounding up a few wayward foreign Johnnies 

who failed to declare their modest investment. Sadly 

though, as always happens in these cases, some 
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innocents will undoubtedly get caught up in the net 

and pay dearly for their errors. 

 

 

Bottom line is if you have anything worth 50,000 

euros in any of the categories mentioned then get 

yourself to a tax specialist and submit the form. 

Likewise if you own a property in Spain or are 

renting out a property in Spain but not living in 

Spain then the time has come to do something about 

a declaration before the taxman comes knocking on 

the door. 
 

 

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS 

 

 

Café pendiente is a new idea to provide a hot cup of 

coffee for those living on reduced incomes or on the 

street who cannot afford one.  It is believed to have 

started in the bars and cafes of Naples,  Italy but is 

now catching on in Spain and around the world.  

When patrons pay for their coffee they pay for extra 

coffees or indeed food and these “waiting drinks and 

meals”  are given to anyone coming in and asking if 

they have any “café pendiente”.  Many bars who 

offer the charitable “café pendiente” scheme donate 

a small offering of food to the person as a gesture of 

goodwill from the management.  It helps to give 

everyone a hot drink and a little food and is a direct 

way of giving back to the community during hard 

times when many are in reduced circumstances 

through no fault of their own. 
 

 

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS 

 

A  new code of ethics has been launched for the Local 

and National Police.  Officers are instructed to work with 

empathy, avoid brute force and put political values aside 

in the execution of their duty.  Following claims of 

beatings and torture plus undue force being used against 

members of the public during demonstrations, officers 

are now expected to adhere to the 26 articles of a new 

code which demands self control, empathy, respect, 

elegance and impartiality. 

 

The code is ethical rather than legally binding meaning 

that officers who ignore the advice cannot be sanctioned 

but likewise officers who disobey their superiors if given 

orders which are not legal cannot be sanctioned either. 

 

The code further demands that officers keep their 

political views out of their duties and work towards 

combating corruption. Full support will be given to 

officers by their colleagues and superiors when they 

become aware of an act of corruption or a violation of 

professional ethical principles.   

 

Any form of physical force or violence  by or towards an 

officer or between other persons must be stopped or 

prevented at all costs and torture, brutality and violence 

to get a prisoner to confess is prohibited. 

 

Offices are further requested not to drink alcohol or take 

any mood altering substances such as illegal drugs whilst 

on duty which may affect their personality of judgement. 

 

SPAIN SET TO CHANGE THE FACE OF 

PRIVATE HOLIDAY RENTALS 

 

The laws regards the private rental of apartments, houses 

etc to holiday makers is currently being overhauled by 

Parliament.  The accusation is that they are under 

pressure from Hotelier´s Groups who claim that the 

private rental of accommodation over the internet to 

holiday makers is ruining their business. 

 

As yet, we do not know what the outcome of this law 

will be.  Previously it was enshrined in law that any 

individual had the right to rent their property but it looks 

like that right may be taken away.  The new law will be 
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heard in its final format in June.  Some think it will mean 

the total abolition of the right to rent your home out 

privately, some say it will mean that you will have to 

have a license from the Townhall and meet the criteria 

set for B & B and hotels and others think it will mean a 

restriction to the minimum number of days you can rent 

out - perhaps a minimum of 1 month. 

 

Whatever the changes, are they going to help the Hotel 

trade?  Well, many think not.  Tourism has changed 

drastically over the past 20 years and few people want to 

come to Spain to stay in a hotel and sit on the beach 

every day as previous generations did.   With the advent 

of the internet,  the traveller has become far more able to 

navigate their way around the country using hire cars and 

public transport and have a stronger desire to integrate 

with the real Spain and the local people.  Tourists like the 

freedom of having their own front door,  and an on hand 

kitchen offers the ability to eat when you want.  You can 

have a lie in when you fancy without the hotel cleaning 

service banging on the door or suffering starvation 

because you missed the breakfast service.  For people 

who spend the rest of the year a slave to the alarm clock 

and the diary these freedoms rank highly on their tick list 

for holidays.  It is very questionable whether people who 

would normally go self catering would suddenly find the 

desire to book in to a hotel.  Unlikely I suspect, and far 

more likely that they would simply go to another country 

like Italy or Greece.   

 

The resultant loss of business to shops, supermarkets, 

bars and restaurants would be devastating and the general 

sudden drop in overseas visitors would leave a large dent 

in an already fragile economy not to mention the income 

our Hacienda (Tax Authority) gets from those who do 

declare their rental incomes and pay the appropriate 

taxes.  It has been discussed that the actual point of all 

this is to round up those who fail to pay taxes on their 

rentals or have the rental income paid in to other 

countries like the UK to hide it from the Spanish taxman.  

Also on the hit list are people who rent out only in 

summer and pocket the proceeds with no benefit to Spain 

but the problem is, we have some very serious 

professionals who rent out property as their business.  

Not only do they pay their taxes but they also contribute 

to the health service with their monthly social security 

payments.  They employ locals to clean, repair and 

maintain their property.  These people have mortgages on 

their properties and are paying interest on their loans.   

So what happens if their income is suddenly cut off?  

They have little choice but to sell up, not so easy in the 

current property market or worst case scenario default the 

loan and hand the property back to the bank.  Scores on 

the doors  -  Spain - 0. 

 

Any business needs to appeal to its customers and those 

who fail to supply what their customers want tend not to 

last long. Should Spain choose to go down the route of  

dictating to travelers which type of accommodation they  

use it is not going to help a country already in economic 

crisis.  The words failure to accept the market place has 

changed, dictatorial and out of touch can be heard 

echoing around the rather empty hotel corridors.  Their 

efforts would be better spent helping the hotel trade to re-

invent itself and provide a product in keeping with what 

the modern traveler wants. 

 

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS 

 

The village of Aguilar de Segarra has no shops and only 

a handful of residents but according to a census they own 

228 cars each!! 

 

Turns out that 12 car hire companies have registered their 

head offices in the village as it saves them a fortune on 

car tax.  Only a few kilometers down the road a village of 

500 inhabitants has 40,000 cars registered making a poor 

second of only 80 cars per resident.   

 

Every town council can set their own car tax rates and 

these two villages are the pick of the crop for cheap 

registration.  Just a kilometer or two up the road can 

mean a difference of paying double. 

 

IS TAX A BIT OF A MYSTERY?  

Many people seem to find Spanish tax a bit of a mystery.  

The system does not work in the same way it does in 

other countries and there are a lot of forms and paper, 
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normally in triplicate!  Few Spanish speaking residents 

are brave enough to tackle the annual tax return far less a 

non Spanish speaking non resident. Tax is not something 

you want to do a bit of DIY on, the penalties can be 

punitive and once a mistake is made, rectifying it can be 

difficult.  I have never ventured into Spanish taxation and 

prefer to leave it to the experts 

Therefore, I am delighted to introduce  Corinna Buerky 

whom I have known for many years.  She has been our 

tax consultant for around 10 years and I am delighted to 

announce her new company www.nonresidents.com  Not 

only is Corinna a very competent tax advisor but she is 

personable, multi lingual and always there to care for her 

clients.  She also makes the maze that is Spanish tax 

simple. Corinna was born in Frankfurt, Germany and 

studied Business Admin.  She then undrtook a LDA in 

Administation of Spanish Companies and a further  

Master degree in asesoría fiscal in Spain which took an 

additional two years.  Corinna´s German title was fully 

recognized in Spain (homologado) meaning that she can 

officially call herself Licenciada in Administración de 

Empresas.    

 

Having travelled to Cadiz and fallen in love with the 

area, she made the choice to relocate to Spain to work.  

Corinna says “I wanted to travel before I started work in 

Germany and I saw the offer of an apprenticeship in El 

Puerto de Santa Maria.  I was very much in love with 

Cadiz so when they offered me a contract I said yes.  I 

rejected a job offer in Germany to stay here. I think my 

family would have liked to have me closer to them but I 

find the German winters very harsh so my mind was 

made up.  I worked for a tax advisor and solicitor 

company for 7 years, studied and did several courses at 

the Confederacion de Empresarios to underpin my 

degree.  My work was mainly the tax affairs of non-

residents but I also worked in other taxes and the general 

services an overseas national requires in Spain.  It gave 

me a good grounding and when the company closed I 

moved on to start my own business. 

 

Much of my business is conducted by email with my 

non-resident clients and I have a meetings office in 

Chiclana but I am happy to work on email as it stops my 

clients losing time at the beach coming to meet me and 

talking about the boring subject of taxes when they are 

on holiday. 

I work closely with a group of solicitors and translators 

so between us we cover all points and offer a good 

amplified service to our clients.   If we do not know the 

answer to a client´s query we certainly can find someone 

who does!  The lawyers I work with are Spanish and 

speak English and I speak English, German and Spanish  

so we are a really mixed bunch. 

 

I am frequently asked by people “If I am a non-resident 

but own a property in Spain should I make an annual tax 

return”.  The answer is absolutely yes.  In Spain you have 

an obligation to make a tax return if you own a property 

even if you do not rent it out or use it personally.  The 

Spanish government´s view is that you have a benefit in 

kind because the property is not your main residence.  

The law is the same for Spanish residents who have a 

second home outside Spain or indeed within Spain.  

What you pay is calculated on the value the Townhall 

gives to your property.  This value can be seen on the IBI 

form.  The IBI normally varies every year by a little bit 

and rises as the years pass.  Some years ago there was a 

revaluation of the values in general which meant that 

suddenly the values were adapted to the market prices 

which resulted in higher values and these figures have 

been used for the last two years. 

 

A lot of the information on the internet about this non-

resident tax is old. Indeed a lot of the information about 

all types of taxes, forms, government regulations is old 

and you must be careful.  The original form for this 

submission was a 214 in two parts including the wealth 

tax but the wealth tax went out and the form changed.   

As a result some people thought they did not have to 

make a return.  Many non-residents mix up the non-

resident tax return with the IBI tax which is the ground 

tax from the Townhall.  Once a direct debit is set up for 

this tax it is taken every year automatically from your 

bank account but the non-resident tax return has to be 

calculated and submitted each year.  In the past many 

people did not submit a tax return at all and little was 

done about it but Spain is now chasing up any source of 

revenue and it will not be long in my view before they 

start fining. 

 

I am frequently asked about Capital Gains on the sale of 

a property and people tell me “one of us is retirement age 

http://www.nonresidents.com/
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so I should not be paying” or they are non-resident so 

they do not think they should pay.  Sadly,  any sale of 

property is subject to Capital Gains.  This tax applies to 

everyone whether you are retired, non-resident or 

resident.  The only time there is a slight difference is a 

resident selling their main residency in which case there 

are some benefits under certain circumstances. 

When a property is sold, the purchaser withholds 3% of 

the sales price to cover the non -resident seller´s tax 

liabilities.  This used to be 5% and again you will find 

conflicting information on the internet as some of the 

older articles showing 5% have not been downloaded. 

 

Even though there has been 3% retained from the selling 

price you as a non-resident seller still have to do a tax 

return to declare the capital gains.  The easiest way to 

work this out is to calculate the sale price less the 

purchase price and the difference will be taxed at 21%. 

This is only a very rough guide though as percentages 

have to be applied and some expenses are deductible.  

From the final figure you can of course deduct the 3% 

already withheld by the purchaser.   

 

Inheritance tax is another tax paid by everybody.  

Whether you are non-resident or resident, if you inherit a 

property in Spain you will have a payment to make to the 

Hacienda.  The amount you pay depends on your 

relationship to the deceased, on age and on your wealth. 

 

Beneficiaries are divided in to four groups depending on 

your relationship to the deceased and each group has a 

different allowance for inheritance purposes. As a guide, 

spouses are allowed 15,957.87 euros and siblings 

7,993.46 euros.  The balance is taxed at a progressive 

rate from 7.65% to 36.50%”. 

 

For further information about tax matters, contact 

Corinna Buerky at www.nonresidents.eu or email her at 

info@nonresidents.eu  

 

 

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS 

 

Following requests from UNICEF the age for marriage 

and consent to sexual relations is about to rise in Spain. 

The Spanish government has approved the new 

Childhood and Adolescence Strategic Plan 2013 – 2016 

which lays out ways to protect the underage. 

It will provide methods to safeguard children in domestic 

violence cases and to prevent them becoming indirect 

victims. 

 

The age for marriage will rise to 16. Currently a child 

who has already left home or who has their parents´ 

consent can marry at 14. 

 

At present the age for sexual consent is 13 and this limit 

will also be raised but the final age has not yet been 

agreed.   

 

The new plan will also cover support for families facing 

financial hardships, cyber bullying, online grooming, 

child pornography and children under three who are to be 

adopted immediately rather than having to spend a set 

period of time in a care home before they can be 

allocated a new home. 

 

Thank you for reading our Newsletter, the 

next edition will be out on 1 September 

2013.  Please remember it is free to join 

our mailing list for the Newsletter and all 

you need do is register under Newsletter 

in the right hand column of our Home 

Page. 


