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Newsletter 
 

It never fails to amaze me how quickly time goes by and 

here we are approaching another Christmas and the end 

of another year that we have been in business.  It seems 

like literally yesterday that we launched our business and 

while it was probably not the best time to set up a new 

enterprise we have weathered the storm well and 

established a company which we are proud of and which 

we feel has the ability to survive the current economic 

problems.  

Our success has been wholly due to you, our customers, 

who have supported us over the years and we would like 

to thank you for that support.  We look forward to 

continuing to serve you in the future and to developing 

the business still further. 

I would love to say that I think things in Spain will 

improve in 2013 but I suspect it will be a slower recovery 

than we first thought. Great determination will be 

required to get us back where we were, but as you can 

see from this issue of our newsletter, there are plenty of 

people supporting Spain and here to help those who want 

to make a new life in the country.   

Firstly, I would like to thank James Baxter from 

Foremost Currency who has again written us a great 

article on the money markets and James is there to help 

anyone who needs to transfer money either to Spain or 

from Spain.  He will give you the best rates he can find 

and a whole wealth of good advice as well. Also 

deserving thanks is Paul Montague from Blevins Frank 

who has provided a piece on Spanish Succession Tax as 

it applies to Andalucia.  A subject which we are often 

asked about  and Paul can also advise on other aspects of 

living in Spain and financial planning.  Furthermore, I 

have to mention Samuel DeMalfort who has provided an 

insight in to how, if you cannot sell your property, you 

can use it to provide income.  Last but not least, I must 

thank Mayte Cordoba La Jefa of the Restaurante El Faro 

de Cadiz for an insight in to this very famous and much 

loved restaurant and the El Faro Group of restaurants, 

tapas bars and function facilities her family  have worked 

hard for almost 50 years to create.   If you have not 

visited their restaurants then you really need to get to one 

in the near future, you won´t be disappointed. 

 

Finally, we would like to wish everyone a very Merry 

Christmas and a Prosperous New Year and may 2013 be 

a successful year for all of you. 

Lesley McEwan 

Managing Director, Cadizcasa 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Seville taxi driver, Raphael Segura, has been driving his 

taxi since 1985 and around 18 months ago his daughter 

Alicia said she wanted her daddy´s taxi to be different 

from all the other taxis in Seville.  No sooner said than 

done, Raphael decorated his taxi interior with Mickey, 

Minnie, Disney Princesses, Hello Kittey, butterflies and 

puppies.  The taxi now positively oozes magic and 

happiness.  

Raphael has been offering a free taxi service to children 

with cancer, families with no income and the elderly who 

cannot afford a taxi fare.   He said “we need to do our bit 

to help those who are worse off.  If a little time in my 

taxi gives a sick child a few moments of happiness then 

that makes me happy and it has been worthwhile”. 

Alicia is delighted with her dad´s handy work and all her 

friends have been round to see the converted taxi. 

 

THE RENTAL OPTION - A BLESSING OR A 

BLIGHT 

We see many people every week who are interested in 

renting out their property long term to give them a 

regular income and allow them to move on with their 

plans for life.   

The reduction in property sales due to the economic 

climate has made renting a useful tool but the current 

Spanish laws as regards long term rentals are a minefield 

and tend to scare the pants off property owners.  The 

thought of renting to a nice couple, who after a year 

decided that they want to stay in your property for 5 
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years and quite possibly can apply to a court and have 

that wish granted, is a situation few owners relish.  

Of course this problem can be avoided by a good contract 

drawn up by a solicitor but getting to that part of the 

conversation can involve having to get the smelling salts 

out to revive the poor home owner from the shock at the 

thought of having someone languishing in their property 

year after year. 

At Cadizcasa we have many home owners who have 

their properties rented out from 1 month to 5 years and 

have never experienced a problem, but they are the lucky 

ones. I frequently get calls from people who have 

ventured alone into the world of long term rentals or 

engaged an agent who has been less than professional, 

leaving the property owner open to all sorts of problems. 

However, new measures are being introduced by the 

Spanish government which has come round to realising 

that the dearth of quality properties for rental may be due 

to the current rather draconian laws.  The first measure to 

be introduced allows owners to take back their home 

after a two month notice period.  It also gives the tenants 

only 10 days in which to pay overdue rent money before 

being evicted. 

The period a tenant can remain in the property is to be 

reduced to 3 years with a one year extension instead of 

the current 5 years plus a 3 year extension. 

There is also the ability to claim tax relief of between 60 

and 100% on your income providing you rent to people 

who are working and under 30 years of age. 

These new measure certainly improve on what we have 

at present but I would still advise anyone considering 

rentals to speak to us or another good quality agent.  

Renting out property seems like a pretty straight forward 

easy thing to do but it is a very complex subject and one 

false move can lead to months or even years of sleepless 

nights.   

Another additional complication of renting came to light 

in a recent Daily Mail article about thousands of property 

owners in the Canaries being fined around 15,000 euros 

for renting out their properties without permission from 

the local authorities. 

The law is a little known one, first introduced in 1995 

and has not been enforced for many years, in fact they 

apparently stopped issuing the required licenses in 2002, 

but as cash strapped Townhalls struggle to fill the 

financial gaps, these little gems are being dug up as a 

means to bring in much needed income. 

Luckily there only seems to be a problem with 

application of this ruling in a few of the Spanish islands 

like Canaries, Tenerife, Lanzarote and so far the only 

mainland area to have raised the subject is Cataluña.   

I had a word with our local legal eagle and he assures me 

it does not apply in Andalucia but as always we 

recommend that you take independent legal advice from 

a fully qualified and registered solicitor. 

If you are considering renting your property for holiday 

let or long term rental, we would be delighted to give you 

any information you may require. 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Carmelo Ezpeleta, CEO of Dorna Sports, has confirmed 

that the Jerez Circuit will be part of the Moto GP World 

Championship in 2013.  It will be one of three Spanish 

circuits on the calendar. The Mayoress of Jerez, María 

José García-Pelayo, expressed her delighted at the 

announcement by Dorna.   

The Grand Prix attracts around 250,000 visitors over the 

weekend event and last year generated around 43 million 

euros of income for the area.  In 2009 The Grand Prix 

was voted Best Grand Prix of the Year.   There had been 

some concern as to whether the event would go ahead as 

other major events such as the Madrid and Iberdrola 

Opens have been cancelled due to the economic crisis. 

 

EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK 

One of the most important things to consider 

when buying property 

overseas is that fluctuations 

in the foreign exchange 

markets can dramatically 

affect the cost of a property. 

Over the last year we’ve 

seen a fluctuation of over 

10% in Pound/Euro rates.  

Last November GBP/EUR rates were in the 1.14’s; 

this July the rate hit 1.2860. To put this into 
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perspective, a €200,000 property would have been 

around £20,000 cheaper this July than if it had been 

bought last November.  

So, why have the forex markets been so volatile of 

late? With continuing economic uncertainty in both 

the UK and the Eurozone, the GBP/EUR cross has 

been up and down like a yo-yo.  Debt problems in 

Greece and other southern European nations have 

been keeping the euro weak. However, the pound 

hasn’t made the gains that many would expect with 

such uncertainty in Europe. The Eurozone is 

Britian’s biggest trading partner so trouble in 

Europe is also detrimental to the UK economy. The 

threat of another round of quantitative easing has 

also been weighing heavily on the pound. 

Quantitative Easing is essentially a government 

monetary policy occasionally used to increase the 

money supply by buying government securities or 

other securities from the market. Q.E.increases the 

money supply by flooding financial institutions with 

capital, in an effort to promote increased lending and 

liquidity. Of course, increasing the supply of 

something will lower its value, therefore increasing 

the supply of sterling will lower its value against the 

euro. 

However, it’s not all doom and gloom. Gross 

Domestic Product figures released recently showed 

that the UK is now out of recession, growing by 1% 

in the last quarter. We’ve also had better industrial, 

service and manufacturing data out recently, all 

signs that we may finally be heading towards a 

sustained economic recovery. Over in the Eurozone, 

the European Central Bank now seem to be more 

pro-active in their approach to trying to alleviate the 

region’s debt problems. The president of the ECB, 

Mario Draghi, recently announced a bond-buying 

programme to help lower Italy and Spain’s 

borrowing costs. As a result, the euro gained 3% 

against the pound over the course of a few weeks. 

There has also been a change in sentiment, with 

more positivity, a result of improving economic 

indicators.  

So, what should you do if you are looking at buying 

a property in Europe in the coming months? If you 

are working to a tight budget, wild swings in 

exchange rates can disrupt your plans. So, how can 

you protect yourself from movements in the foreign 

exchange markets? Currency brokers offer various 

tools and contracts to protect you from adverse 

movements in the markets and to help ensure you 

are maximising the return on your currency. 

Stop Loss, Limit Orders and Forward Contracts are 

all useful tools to limit exposure to market volatility.  

James Baxter at Foremost Currency Group 

0044(0)1442 892062   jsb@fcgworld.co.uk 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Hokman Joma a 29 year old Kurd from Syria has been in 

jail since February 2010 for throwing a shoe at the 

Turkish Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan as he left 

the Seville Townhall after collecting an award. 

Just before the attack Mr Joma was heard shouting 

slogans in support of the terrorist Kurdistan Worker´s 

Party (PPK) which has been waging a bloody war in 

Turkey´s Southeast since 1984.  A second Kurdish 

activist was also detained for shouting “Erdogan – 

murderer” and Free Kurdistan” outside the hotel where 

the Turkish Prime Minister was staying. 

The shoe did not hit the Turkish Prime Minister, but even 

so the Seville judge condemned him to 3 years for a 

‘crime against the international community’ under article 

605.3 of the Penal Code. 

However, Mr Joma was released in early November as he 

been a model prisoner and did not actually injure the 

Prime Minister. 

It would appear that shoe throwing as a form of protest is 

not that uncommon.  An Iraqi journalist attempted to hit 

former US President George W. Bush with a shoe in 

Baghdad in 2008.  He was also released from prison after 

serving one year.  

 

MAKE YOUR PROPERTY WORK FOR YOU 

Samuel DeMalfort who has written some very interesting 

pieces for our Newsletter in the past contacted me 

mailto:jsb@fcgworld.co.uk
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recently about a new product he thought might be of 

interest to any retirees with a property in Spain who 

cannot sell due to the economic climate but who may 

want to make use of some of the money tied up in their 

property. 

He said “I’ve found a very interesting mortgage product 

for resident property owners in Spain who are over 65.  

It’s similar to the home reversion plans that you get in 

the UK and allows people who need an income to 

exchange a share of the value of their property for an 

income for life, and lump sum if they want.  It has 

reasonable costs and for me is an ideal financial planning 

tool, which I am using to help asset rich  but cash poor 

retirees take the strain off their purse strings and boost 

their rainy day cash fund”.   

 If this sounds of interest, please contact Samuel direct 

for further information.   

Samuel DeMalfort, Managing Director 

www.smdlifestyle.com  www.marbellapropertyclub.com  

 

Tel  Spain   952 88 36 82     UK Tel - 0121 288 48 42   

 UK Fax - 0845 528 0869 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Ian Hunter, the Australian Minister for Social Affairs has 

decided to marry his Spanish boyfriend in the Pabellon 

de las Artes in the Granada village of Jun in January 

2013.  Mr Hunter cannot marry in Australia as same sex 

marriage is not yet recognised there. 

The couple have been waiting for the Spanish 

Constitutional Court, the highest court in the land, to give 

their judgement on 6 November 2012 when they upheld 

the gay marriage laws by 8 – 3 votes rejecting an appeal 

by the Conservative Popular Party filed shortly after the 

law was first introduced in 2005.  The Popular party 

contended that marriage in the Spanish constitution 

means only the union of a man and woman. 

Spain was the world´s third country to approve gay 

marriage much against the will of the Roman Catholic 

Church but opinion polls showed that the Spanish people 

backed the idea.     

 

SPANISH SUCCESSION TAX AND ANDALUCIA 

Paul Montague of Blevins Franks kindly offered to do a 

piece for our Newsletter on Spanish succession tax as it 

applies to Andalucia.  This is something which we are 

frequently asked about as everyone wants to know what 

will be left if god forbid they meet their maker 

unexpectedly.  Here is what Paul has to say on the 

subject. 

 

When moving to Spain or buying 

property here, you may wish to 

consider the impact of Spanish 

succession tax on your heirs and how 

you can reduce this liability for them. 

 

Paul Montague 

Spanish succession tax (SST) - Impuesto sobre 

Sucesiones y Donaciones - is charged on inheritances and 

gifts.  This article mainly covers inheritances, so if you 

wish to make a gift you should look into the specific 

rules for this.  SST becomes due in the following 

situations -  

1) The asset/s being inherited is/are in Spain 

(Spanish property, local bank accounts etc).  This applies 

whether or not the beneficiary lives in Spain. 

2) If the person receiving an inheritance is resident 

in Spain, regardless of where the inheritance is coming 

from.   

Each beneficiary pays tax on the amount they receive. 

State rules 

The progressive rates for SST range from 7.65% for 

inheritances under €7,993 to 34% for inheritances over 

€797,555.   

The amount of tax payable is then subject to multipliers, 

depending on the relationship between the deceased and 

the inheritor and their net wealth.  Spouses and 

descendants worth under €402,678 suffer no increase, but 



Cadizcasa © 2011           www.cadizcasa.com 
 5 

for everyone else the tax due is multiplied by between 

1.05 and 2.4, making a top rate of almost 82%. 

Personal allowances are low.  For spouses, children and 

other descendants the allowance is just €15,957.  Other 

relatives receive €7,993.  No allowances are available to 

anyone else, not even unmarried partners registered as a 

pareja de hecho (unless eligible for a disability 

allowance).   

There is a 95% deduction against the main home, 

provided the inheritor is a spouse or child, or someone 

over 65 who has lived with you for the last two years, 

and that they do not sell the property for at least 10 years.  

The maximum deduction per inheritor is €122,606. 

ANDALUCIA RULES 

The Autonomous Communities (AC) can vary the State 

rules to lessen the impact and in Andalucia the rules are 

particularly beneficial, to the point where it can be 

completely eliminated.  

The personal allowances are the same as the State rules, 

but unmarried couples registered as a pareja de hecho are 

treated the same as spouses.  The main home relief is 

increased to 99.9% but still capped at €122,606 and must 

be retained for at least 10 years.  There is the additional 

condition that it must be the main home of both the 

deceased and the recipient at the time of death. 

It gets even better. Since June 2008 no tax is payable at 

all, provided the recipient is a spouse or direct line 

descendant and the taxable value of the inheritance 

received is less than €175,000 per beneficiary, and the 

wealth of the recipient is less than €402,678.  

STATE OR REGIONAL RULES 

You can only benefit from the Andalucia rules if you are 

“habitually resident” here, i.e. have been living in 

Andalucia for five years up until the chargeable event.  If 

not the State rules apply.  So if you own assets such as 

property and bank accounts here in Andalucia, but 

remain tax resident elsewhere, your family will suffer the 

more pernicious State rules.   

Spain has been referred to the European Commission for 

discriminatory treatment of residents and non-residents 

living in the EU and the Commission has asked Spain to 

end this discrimination.  We will have to wait and see 

what Spain does about this. 

UK INHERITANCE TAX 

If you are a British expatriate you could easily be liable 

to UK inheritance tax (IHT) as well as Spanish 

succession tax.  IHT applies to the worldwide assets of 

British domiciles.  Tax paid in the UK is usually 

deductible against the Spanish liability, but if the IHT bill 

is higher than the succession tax bill, the Spanish 

authorities will, of course, not provide a refund of the 

difference. 

It is important to understand the various SST rules and 

how they apply to your situation, as well as how they 

affect any IHT liability.  A tax planning and wealth 

management firm like Blevins Franks will guide you 

through them and also explain how you may be able to 

lower your SST and IHT liabilities and potentially save 

your heirs a considerable amount of tax.  You can often 

combine your estate planning with your personal tax 

planning. 

The tax rates, scope and reliefs may change.  Any 

statements concerning taxation are based upon our 

understanding of current taxation laws and practices 

which are subject to change.  Tax information has been 

summarised; an individual must take personalised advice.   

Contact Paul Montague at Blevins Frank for further 

information or advice. www.blevinsfranks.com 

TEL (+0034) 956 951084   FAX (+0034) 922 102605  

Or email his assistant  

EMAIL alison.skirrow@blevinsfranks.com    SKYPE 

alison.jane.skirrow 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Scott Harrison the Glasgow born WBO featherweight 

boxing champion´s planned comeback in December of 

this year is in tatters as he was sentenced to spend 

another four years in a Spanish jail.  Harrisons father 

Peter who is also his trainer was keen to say that they 

will appeal the verdict. 

Harrison was found guilty, following a one day trial, of 

assaulting three men in a brothel in Andalucia.  He 

received two years each for the two most serious assaults 

and a fine for the assault on the third man. 
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Harrison was arrested after he punched out the front 

tooth of brothel owner Franciso Gonzalez, as Mr 

Gonzales tried to defend two customers at his 

establishment from Harrison and his cousins Edward and 

David McGill.  The McGill brothers were also arrested 

but have yet to be found and attend court. 

In sentencing judge Julian Cruz said “Harrison is not a 

first-time offender and his criminal record reflects a prior 

assault conviction.  We’re also taking into account the 

dangerous nature of this attack, the serious injuries 

inflicted and the fact one of the accused was a 

professional boxer with extensive experience in 

fighting.” 

Harrison only left jail in Spain in September last year 

after completing a 30-month prison sentence for a 2005 

assault near Malaga. 

 

SPANISH PLANNING PERMISSION – FACT OR 

FICTION? 

Many people think that Spanish planning permission is 

fiction.  It does not exist, you don´t need it or you can 

just ignore it.  Planning permission in Spain is not 

dissimilar to planning permission in other European 

countries such as the UK.  If you want to build an 

extension, you need permission, if you want to build a 

garage you need permission, if you want to raise the 

walls around your house above a certain height then you 

need permission,  in fact, if you want to move the toilet 

pan from one end of your bathroom to the other, you 

need to seek permission.   

The rules may be a bit inconvenient and the paperwork a 

nightmare but the aim is to control the alterations made 

to properties and to ensure that work is carried out in a 

suitable, safe manner which is sympathetic to the existing 

building. 

So why do so many people fail to get planning 

permission? Well,  some just think, “I won´t bother, who 

will ever know”.  Others take advice from the wrong 

people like  the builder when he comes round to quote 

for the job.   This little white lie “you don´t need 

planning permission for this mate” comes in the 

category, “the cheque is in the post”, “trust me I am a 

doctor” etc.  Why would they tell a little porky - because 

they either do not know what the true situation is or they 

know that if you apply it will take a considerable amount 

of time before you get the permission, if you can get it 

for what you want to do.  By then you will probably have 

taken cold feet and changed your mind.  All before he 

has even got his trowel laden with cement or booked that 

holiday he had planned.    

The other popular smoke screen is that you can do the 

work and get retrospective planning permission.  Well, in 

some cases that is true but with  any retrospective 

planning permission, the planning department have the 

right to tell you the work has not been carried out to their 

requirements or would not have been allowed in the first 

place and they can make you pull it down.  On top of 

that, you may well face fines and penalties for not having 

sought the right permission in the first place. 

Sometimes, people do not seek permission because they 

wrongly assume that as they have only closed in a space, 

which already existed, they do not need any permission.  

Wrong!  Closing in a space by bricking up the gaps and 

adding a solid non moveable roof constitutes an 

extension and needs planning permission.  The only way 

you can close an area without planning is with removable 

units, which can be de-assembled and removed.  

Likewise people assume that removing an internal wall to 

open up a space also does not require permission, well 

again, they are wrong.  The reconfiguration of internal 

spaces also requires paperwork.  So the next time your 

wife says, how about knocking down that wall and 

making this a big kitchen diner, tell her to buy a tray and 

carry the food to the table in the next room!  It will 

certainly be cheaper and stop you getting hit with fines or 

worse still, demolition notices to remove your work of art 

and restore the area to its former glory. 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Andalucia is well known for its climate, beaches and 

culture which bring thousands of holidaymakers to this 

area every year but our cash strapped government are 

now looking for more ways to maximise the countries 

income.  It has been suggested that we are sitting on a 

gold mine without having realised it and Miguel Such 

who is head of Cardiovascular surgery at Malaga´s 

Clinico Universitario Hospital and one of the five 

founding members of the Malaga Health Foundation 

which was set up in November, is looking to turn the 

Province of Malaga in to an international health centre.  

Patients from all over the world will be able to elect to 

come there for treatment.   
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The group calculates that private health tourism could 

bring the area some 250 million euros in three years’ 

time, once the foundation is operating at full potential. 

This calculation works on the assumption that the area 

could account for 0.5 per cent of the total volume 

generated by health tourism in the world: some 70 billion 

euros a year.  

The plan is for local hospitals, clinics and rehabilitation 

centres, along with drug companies and health food 

specialists to join forces under the Malaga Health 

umbrella to provide a wide choice of private health care 

options and guarantee excellence. 

“None of us is interested in making money. We are 

embarking on this project out of a desire to benefit 

Malaga” stresses Dr Such, who will be president of the 

foundation once it is formally established. 

“We want to associate the brand Malaga Health with the 

prestige of Spanish medicine in general and more 

specifically that of the medical services in Malaga, with 

the added value of a magnificent climate and a wide 

variety of leisure facilities. All this is an extraordinary 

attraction that we must take advantage of”. 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

The frontier in the North African Spanish enclave Melilla 

was closed for more than two hours  as dozens of 

Moroccans threw stones and other heavy missiles at 

police. 

The trouble apparently flared when a dozen or so 

Moroccans wanted to enter the Spanish enclave but the 

border official would not allow any pedestrians through 

the frontier.  A rain of stones was aimed at the police by 

the group and other Moroccans who arrived to support 

them and the decision was taken to to close the border.  

There was concern as to what might happen if they were 

allowed in to Melilla. 

The UIP Police Intervention Team was soon on the scene 

along with the National Police and the Reserve Group of 

the Civil Guard.  A Government delegate described the 

behaviour as ‘inacceptable and intolerable. 

 

There were no injuries to the police or Spanish border 

guards. 

 

THE GRAND OLD LADY OF CADIZ CUISINE 

I had the pleasure of sitting down with Mayte Cordoba at 

the El Faro de Cadiz Restaurant the other day.  El Faro is 

a well know and much loved old lady of Cadiz cuisine.  

The restaurant will shortly be celebrating its 50th 

anniversary and the good and the great have graced its 

tables over the years. 

It was very generous of Mayte to give me her time as she 

was well occupied with the Cumbre  Iberoamericana or 

the Iberoamericana Summit Meeting being hosted this 

year at the Palacio de Congressos in Cadiz.   The meeting 

of the heads of state and government from over 20 Latin 

American and European countries was opened by His 

Majesty King Juan Carlos and El Faro had been chosen 

to provide hospitality for the distinguished guests. 

Sitting on Mayte´s desk was a copy of that day´s Diario 

de Cadiz with a lovely full front cover picture of her staff 

laying the crisp white clothed tables for the dignitaries.  

There was most definitely a glimmer of pride in her eyes 

as she presented me with the paper to view but El Faro 

had not always been the chosen purveyor of food and 

drink to the glitterati.  The restaurant started from humble 

but sound beginnings. 

 

 

Mayte and Gonzalo 

 

Mayte said “my mother Pepe and my father Gonzalo 

started the business in a small premises in Calle San 

Felix, opposite our current Cadiz Restaurant in 1964.  It 

was a small bar with some wood tables and chairs 

decorated in the style of a fisherman´s tavern.  The 

essence of the business was to produce the best quality 
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fish dishes from the freshest produce.  The freshness was 

never a problem as the fishermen used to bring their 

catches over from the Playa La Caleta which is only a 

few hundred yards and sell them to my father.  My 

mother even when she was pregnant with all her children 

would clean and prepare the fish and my father would 

serve it at the simple little wood tables.   

In time a larger premises which had been a carpenters 

shop became available and my parents moved the 

business over the road to the premises we now occupy.  

Originally the restaurant was much smaller but as the 

business prospered and other properties around the 

restaurant became available, my father bought them and 

extended.  We now have 7 salons or dining rooms at El 

Faro from the Map Room which seats 12 – 14 people to 

the Salon Azul where we can offer an imperial table for 

30 guests.  The individual dining rooms can be taken for 

private dinners or when the restaurant is full all the 

rooms are used and provide lovely intimate areas for our 

guests.  My father also extended above the restaurant to 

provide a spacious office suite from where all the 

administration for the El Faro Group is run”. 

The tapas bar at El Faro is a legend.  The fine plates of 

tapas they produce are well known and the informal yet 

slick atmosphere is second to none.  If you fancy 

something a bit more substantial or a combination of 

tapas and a main dish you can order anything you wish 

from the restaurant menu and the bar staff will run 

backwards and forwards from the restaurant kitchens 

with whatever your heart desires.   

Likewise, the wine list in the bar is extensive and sherries 

come in all shapes, forms and tastes.  Not to mention a 

chilled beer in a frosted glass if that is your preferred 

option or indeed a glass of bubbly.  Invest in a quarter 

bottle of the latter and the efficient barmen dash up and 

down the bar topping up the glass and nestling the bottle 

in an ice bucket to ensure it is kept chilled.  

Always of great interest is the fresh fish display in the 

middle of the bar.  It sits on ice in a little display in the 

shape of fishing boat.   I have seen everything on that 

display from a modest sardine and red mullet to oysters, 

plump clams and even sea anemones but of course there 

is a larger display in the restaurant of bigger fish if you 

fancy something a bit more substantial. 

 

The Tapas Bar at El Faro de Cadiz 

 

Gonzalo still comes to the restaurant and I have had the 

pleasure of speaking with him on several occasions.  He 

is a man with an eye and he can spot a squint fork at 40 

paces.  It is that attention to detail that has built the 

empire he now has.  However, Mayte is La Jefa in El 

Faro de Cadiz nowadays and the food is prepared to the 

same strict standards and the restaurant is still as famous 

and popular as ever.   

In the salon de Cuadros you can view the endless pictures 

of the rich and famous who have graced El Faro´s tables 

over the years.   Everyone from His Majesty Kind Juan 

Carlos to Pierce Brosnan and Halle Berry can be seen on 

the walls.  Pierce and Halle visited when they filmed Die 

Another Day,  the James Bond film in Cadiz. I have 

personally seen the odd film star and indeed an ex Lord 

Chancellor of England in the tapas bar but at El Faro 

everyone is treated equally.  The staff are careful to read 

what the clients want.  Mayte said “you have to pay 

attention to the clients and work out what they want from 

you.  Some clients just want to sit quietly and enjoy the 

atmosphere and their food, others want you to chat a 

while with them.  For me, I treat every customer as I 

would a guest in my own home”. 

Likewise the food is very important, tastes change and 

people now prefer lighter dishes but they are all prepared 

with that El Faro twist and of course we use seasonal 

produce, whatever is fresh that day, dictates what is on 

our menu”. 
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Patio Salon at El Faro de Cadiz 

 

The food at El Faro was described by the late and much 

loved Keith Floyd as the best he had eaten in Southern 

Spain.  It majors on the fresh local fish and seafood, with 

such delights as Tortillatas de Camarones and Utra a la 

Roteña (which originates from Rota just over the Bay of 

Cadiz).  Seasonal specials are added as and when the 

produce is available.   

Around the El Faro name a whole empire has been built 

up.  There is an El Faro in El Puerto de Santa Maria run 

by Mayte´s brother Fernando with lovely open dining 

terraces in summer and ample parking.  

 

 

El Faro El Puerto de Santa Maria 

 

Then there is a wonderful little restaurant called 

Ventorillo del Chato on the causeway between San 

Fernando and Cadiz.  It was founded in 1780 by Chano 

Garcia on the authority of the Conte O´Reilly and named 

Ventorillo del Chato after the rather large nose which 

inhabited Chano Garcias’s face and for which he was 

quite well known.  A chato was in fact a traditional small 

Spanish wine glass and many thought it looked just like 

poor old Chano´s nose. The lovely historic building 

which nestles on the beach within its while stone walls 

with the sea to both sides used to be a posting house and 

later during the Peninsular wars, the French installed a 

canon battery there and two of the canons still sit as 

decoration at the front door.   The Ventorillo del Chato is 

now run by Mayte´s other brother Jose Manuel.  Both 

restaurants are similar in style and cuisine to El Faro de 

Cadiz but each has its own specialities and twists on 

modern Spanish food. 

Ventorillo del Chato 

 

The popularity of the tapas bar in El Faro de Cadiz is 

legendary.  It is very difficult to find a space on a Friday 

or Saturday night and lunchtimes and evenings during the 

summer see the beach lovers coming over the road for a 

leisurely graze and  a glass or two of Fino.  Based on the 

success of their tapas offer,  the group have aopened a 

new tapas bar on the Paseo in Cadiz directly opposite the 

beach, called Barrasiete.  So named after the seven 

children of the three family members who now run the 

family business. It offers many of the original tapas bars 

favourites and a its own selection of new dishes.  Again, 

the dishes come in all sizes so satisfy those who just want 

to peck and those who really need a bit of filling up is not 

difficult and again seasonality is a major feature of the 

menu with everything appear in its season and at its best.   
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Barrasiete 

 

If you cannot make it to one of the restaurants or to 

Barrasiete, or you are planning a function or wedding, El 

Faro can either come to you with their comprehensive 

Outdoor Catering Service for everything from a coffee 

morning to a formal banquette or they will be delighted 

to welcome you to The Cortijo Espanta Rodrigo.  A 

beautiful Cortijo close to Jerez where they offer superb 

facilities for weddings, family celebrations or corporate 

events.  

 

Cortijo Espanta Rodrigo 

Personally, my favourite is El Faro de Cadiz,  it is as 

much a piece of Cadiz history as the Townhall or the 

Teatro Falla and  if you are a worrier about parking in the 

labarinth of narrow streets which form the old town of 

Cadiz,  then forget it because the restaurant have a 

private garage and valet service.  Just stop the car at the 

door and a lovely man will take it away and bring it back 

when you want it – all very civilized! 

Booking is recommended and the staff will be delighted 

help you choose and book a specific table.  

 

Contact El Faro de Cadiz on 956 211 068 or email to 

info@elfarodecadiz.com  

http://www.elfarodecadiz.com/index.asp 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

A Spanish woman from Cadiz could well be set to 

replace Bertrand Delanoe the Mayor of Paris.  Mr 

Delanoe has already indicated that he will not be running 

for a third term in office.  Anne Hidalgo is the daughter 

of a man who´s family fled to France during the Civil 

War. Her grandfather had campaigned to protect 

workers’ rights but when the Franco regime came in he 

was singled out for “special attention”.  One day he 

returned to find the family home riddled with gunfire so 

he decided to move his family to France for safety.  His 

son Antonio never forgot his childhood days in France 

and in time returned to Lyon with his wife and young 

family including the two year old Anne.  Anne Hidalgo 

has held the post of Deputy Mayor since 2001 and has 

confirmed her intentions to run in the selection process 

for the top job. 

 

 

Thank you for reading our Newsletter, the 

next edition will be out on 1 March 2013.  

Please remember it is free to join our 

mailing list for the Newsletter and all you 

need do is register under Newsletter in the 

right hand column of our Home Page. 

Everyone at Cadizcasa would like to wish 

you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 

 

mailto:info@elfarodecadiz.com

