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Newsletter 
 

Spain´s economy is difficult at the moment and the cut 

backs are starting to show but there is a backbone of 

good companies who are keeping going and bringing 

business in to the country.  It is certainly a good time to 

buy with many properties on offer at excellent prices and 

we are hopeful that the injection of cash from Europe 

will raise confidence and kick start the market.  Our 

building division has been very busy over the summer 

months and a lot of quotes in the pipeline for autumn and 

winter. The summer rental market was down a little on 

previous years but we did not see the massive drops 

which some Tourist Authorities are reporting for 2012 

and long term rental enquiries are up on previous years as 

people want to try before they buy. 

The economic climate has brought much doom and 

gloom but we have a success story this month.  Paul 

Bradford the famous British cake maker who has made 

cakes for Prince Charles, Prince Albert of Monaco and a 

whole host of celebrities is investing in Spain by moving 

his famous sugarcraft school here and you can read more 

about it later in the newsletter.   

My thanks also to Juana who has allowed us to print her 

experiences as a four year old child of the Spanish Civil 

War.  It is a story of great courage and a strong family 

bond which saw them through many years of hardship. 

James Baxter from Foremost Currency is taking over our 

money market column and we are delighted to welcome 

him and we would like to wish David Vila who has 

moved on to new pastures every success. 

Lastly, the wild fires which swept through areas of 

Andalucía over the past few weeks have caused great 

problems for the many animal refuges who take in 

abandoned animals and rehome them. We made an 

appeal to our clients to raise funds to help these 

organisations and I would like to thank everyone who 

donated.  There is an article later in the Newsletter telling 

you what happened and how our clients have helped. 

Thank you for reading the Newsletter. 

 

Lesley McEwan, MD, Cadizcasa 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Andalucía is apparently ignoring government orders to 

deny the region´s 46,000 non resident overseas nationals 

free healthcare.  Madrid brought in new rules recently to 

prevent people who do not hold Spanish residency from 

using the health care services except in cases of 

emergency.  Andalucía says that foreigners can “rest 

easy” as the Junta de Andalucía will treat them.  

Andalucía is not alone in this peaceable revolt as 

Asturias, the Basque country, Canary Island and 

Cataluña have also objected to the ban.  Protestors took 

to the streets in Madrid with banners announcing “These 

are not cuts, they are xenophobia”! 

HIKE IN SPANISH IVA – WILL IT HELP OR 

CRIPPLE THE AILING ECONOMY? 

Spanish IVA which is the equivalent of UK VAT rose in 

September of this year. The Spanish Prime Minister 

Mariano Rajoy announced the increases as a measure to 

help combat the failing economy.  The current rate of 

18% IVA for clothing and cigarettes will rise to 21% 

under the new legislation.  Eating and drinking in bars 

and restaurants plus holidays will also take a hit with the 

tax rising from 8% to 10% and those wishing to purchase 

a home will have to pay 8% instead of 7%.  The rises will 

affect every aspect of the average Spaniards life and 

many feel that the overall increase in costs will cause 

many families to have to rethink their household budgets.  

The treats we all enjoy such as dining out, drinks in a bar 

or a holiday break may have to go by the way in favour 

of paying the mortgage. 

The worst hit sector will be the popular Spanish golf 

courses.  They are looking at a rise from 8% to 21%!  

This massive rise is due to them now be considered 

sports venues not tourist facilities.  Any rise in tax 

affecting golf always has a knock on effect to tourism.  

Southern Spain is very popular with golfers from all over 

the world.  When they come here they need 

accommodation, they eat and drink in bars and 

restaurants and in general they contribute to the local 

economy.  Raphael Rodriguez the Tourism minister for 

Andalucía is lobbying the government to reconsider this 

change of status before it cripples the very lucrative golf 
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industry, one of the less economically affected sectors of 

the travel industry. 

The addition of a Spanish airport tax at the beginning of 

July adding up to 7 pounds to the cost of a flight all 

makes for a gloomy future in the tourist sector which is 

one of Spain´s bread and butter earners. 

The IVA increases form part of a series of tax rises and 

spending cuts to create a €65bn austerity measures 

package, as the government seeks to reduce borrowing 

costs. 

 

EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK  

We are all curios about the 

ever changing GBP/EUR 

exchange rate.  James Baxter 

our new money market 

commentator has given us the 

low down on what´s 

happening and what you can 

do to limit the fluctuation 

when you need to trade 

between currencies. 

In the last few months we’ve seen considerable 

movement in the GBP/EUR exchange rate, with a 4% 

difference between the highs and lows. The euro began 

weakening significantly against the pound after the 

European Central Bank announced a 25 basis point 

interest rate cut back on July 5th. The president of the 

ECB, Mario Draghi, said policy makers had 

“unanimously” decided to cut the central bank’s main 

policy rate by a quarter of a percentage point to 0.75 per 

cent, pushing the rate under 1 per cent.  

‘’We are now seeing a weakening of growth in the whole 

of the euro area, including countries that had not 

experienced it before,” Mr Draghi said. Within 3 weeks 

of this announcement, the GBP/EUR rate shot up from 

1.24 to 1.2850. To put this into perspective, a €200,000 

property would have become over £5,500 cheaper over 

these 3 weeks, purely as a result of exchange rate 

fluctuations. 

However, 6 weeks later the tables were turned as Draghi 

announced a bond-buying scheme to try and help lower 

borrowing cost for struggling eurozone nations. As the 

markets anticipated this announcement, the euro started 

gaining strength, driving GBP/EUR rates down. The rate 

subsequently dropped from the 4 year highs we saw in 

late July back down to the low 1.23’s.  

What can you do about it? 

The Forward Contract: 

The forward contract can help you take advantage of the 

current favorable exchange rate and protect you from 

adverse market movements. You would effectively be 

fixing the price now for a transaction that will take place 

up to two years in the future. You would secure the 

forward contract with a deposit of just 10% of the total 

value of the transaction, which you would need to pay 

within two working days of agreeing the contract and 

then pay the remaining balance before the contract 

expires. Once the contract is secured, if the exchange rate 

heads in the wrong direction, you can enjoy peace of 

mind knowing that the price of the property won’t 

increase as a result of currency fluctuations. This gives 

you certainty, although it is worth bearing in mind that if 

the market moves in a positive direction you are locked 

into the specified rate of the forward contract for that 

transaction. 

Stop Loss Orders: 

If the exchange rate is falling, a Stop Loss Order will 

instruct your broker to buy if the currency hits a pre-

determined level. This means you can hold out for a 

better exchange rate while protecting yourself from a 

sudden fall in the market. You can specify the minimum 

rate you need to achieve to make sure you don’t exceed 

your budget on a property. 

Limit Orders: 

With limit orders you specify the exchange rate you are 

hoping to achieve. The currency will automatically be 

purchased if the market reaches this level and you’ll get 

the rate you wanted. When markets seem to be moving in 

a positive direction, you can maximise the rate you 

receive. 

 

James Baxter at Foremost Currency Group  

0044(0)1442892060 www.foremostcurrencygroup.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.foremostcurrencygroup.co.uk/
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STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Three suspect Al Qaeda terrorists have been detained in 

Cadiz Province. The suspects arrived at Spain's National 

Court recently amidst tight security and flanked by  

police with automatic weapons.  Several roads in the area 

were closed to traffic during the court hearing. The three 

detainees, two of Chechen origin and one Turk attended a 

behind-closed-doors hearing. Two of the men were 

detained on a bus to France and the other in an apartment 

in La Linea de Conception where explosives were 

discovered.  He is believed to be a Turk and described by 

intelligence sources as a “facilitator for al-Qaeda” who 

apparently worked in the construction industry in 

Gibraltar for several years.  The men had been under 

police surveillance for some time and a police source 

said that they had been seen in recent weeks using a 

motor powered paraglider around Gibraltar where Britain 

has a military base.  It is thought their target may have 

been connected to the military. 

PAUL BRADFORD CAKE MAKER TO ROYALTY 

RELOCATES HIS SUGAR CRAFT SCHOOL TO 

SOUTHERN SPAIN 

Ever fancied making a special wedding or birthday cake, 

but lacked the knowledge or confidence? Help is at hand 

in the form of The Paul Bradford Sugarcraft School 

which will be moving to Alhaurin el Grande from 

January 2013. 

Inspired by his Gran, Paul, 34, has 

been cake decorating since he was 

18 and has built up a wealth of 

experience which has included 

making cakes for the Queen, Prince 

Charles, Prince Albert of Monaco 

and a host of celebrities. Last year 

Paul and David his partner David 

Brice sold their designer cake 

business and cupcake cafe bar to concentrate on the 

teaching side of the business. The Sugarcraft School has 

been running for 3 years now and just last year 42 cake 

businesses started from students having attended courses 

at the school with plenty more close to doing so. 

Why move to the Spain? A question that many have 

asked and when the eyes rise to the often cloudy UK sky, 

then sometimes a verbal answer isn't necessary.  

However, there is a strategic reason. While cake 

decorating has been growing hugely across Europe, 

Spain is just beginning to pick up on the trend so a 

perfect time to be a part of the growth and, of course, the 

weather. Paul spends a lot of time teaching throughout 

Europe and with the excellent transport links Spain has to 

offer it was the perfect location. 

 

The mainstay of the business is their Online Cake 

Decorating courses which has attracted members from all 

over the world including China, Singapore, Venezuela, 

Qatar, Iceland and almost everywhere else in between. 

Here you can learn from a selection of Free videos which 

will teach all the basics and for the full membership 

(£9.95 a month with no contract) you can learn from 

100s of hours of online courses making everything from 

detailed wedding cakes to decorating a fancy cupcake. 

However, you can't beat learning from the master in 

action and with Paul's easy going approach and vast 

experience it makes for an excellent learning opportunity. 

A perfect opportunity for the ladies to attend a course 

while the gents enjoy a course of a different type that 

involves 18 holes or sometimes 19! Having said that 

there are more and more gentlemen learning cake 

decorating so no more 'apron' jokes.  

There's everything from introduction courses to advanced 

wedding cakes and with Paul happy to teach a private 

group or one to one you can set the agenda for the day. 

 

Details of all the course dates and online courses are 

available at www.designer-cakes.com 

To find out what our students say see  

www.facebook.com/paul.designercakes 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/paul.designercakes
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STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Andalucian farmers are deserting their olive groves due 

to the competition from other countries which has forced 

olive oil prices down to a 10 year low.  Massive olive 

harvests in the last two years, consumers with an ever 

shrinking pocket and cheaper alternatives such as 

vegetable and sunflower oil, have all contributed to a 

50% drop in market value.  Import tariffs were lifted by 

the EU on Moroccan olive oil in February allowing it to 

compete directly with Spanish olive oil worsening the 

situation.  Andalucía is particularly badly affected where 

olive oil production is one of the largest industries. In 

2011/2012 the region produced 1.3 million tonnes of the 

countries total output of 1.56 million tonnes. Sadly the 

wholesale price for extra virgin olive oil is now half what 

is was at its peak. 

CADIZCASA CLIENTS DONATE TO REFUGES 

CAUGHT IN THE ANDALUCIA WILD FIRES 

You may have read about the recent wild fires in 

Andalucía which reached 12 kilometres in length at one 

stage over 6 municipal areas and which have destroyed 

large areas of countryside.  Four thousand people fled 

their homes, one elderly man died and two people were 

seriously injured.  The blaze was fought by 250 

firefighters, 8 planes and 9 helicopters which were used 

to dump water on the burning hillsides.  It is thought the 

blaze started at a finca where vegetable remains were 

being burned and the bonfire was left still smouldering. 

Sadly many animal refuges are located in the area where 

the fires occurred and I was contacted by Olga Fernandez 

Flygare who is a tireless campaigner for the welfare of 

animals in Southern Spain.  Olga was desperately 

seeking assistance for the refuges who in some cases had 

lost everything and had animals killed and injured.    

At Cadizcasa we are always happy to help with any 

animal related issues and in 2010 after a break in at the 

KIMBA animal rescue centre near Chiclana when their 

complete winter food supplies were stolen we managed 

to raise enough money to finance a staggering donation 

of 1.4 tonnes of  dry dog food.  The money came from 

our clients and a donation from the staff of the Royal 

Bank of Scotland in Edinburgh. 

After speaking to Olga I got an email appeal out to all 

our clients.  Again, they came up trumps and donated 665 

euros to help the charities.   

I have managed to speak to representatives of some of 

the charities and they updated me on what happened 

when the fires hit and how they are coping. 

Natalia at Ace Charity in Mijas, said “we have 600 dogs 

at our refuge and as the fires got closer, our President 

Fabienne and a group of volunteers stood on the hillside 

all night until 5am watching the fires to see which 

direction they were going, ready to evacuate the centre if 

necessary.  I was acting as a liaison via Facebook where 

we have a large following and we had groups of 

volunteers standing by with enough transport to evacuate 

the refuge if required.  At 5am our President went to the 

home of one of our volunteers who had rescued 23 dogs 

that night which had become separated and lost in the 

evacuations of people from the fires.  Many of the dogs 

were traumatised but we are currently trying to reunite 

them with their owners.  

Sadly, we are still without water, the well on our 

premises is dry due to the warm, dry winter we had 

which failed to fill it and we have no connection to the 

local water supply although it is only 80 metres from our 

entrance.  The Town Hall have refused to connect us but 

have connected the local golf course which runs around 

our property.  However, we are managing to get enough 

water to keep the animals and are working on a solution 

to the water supply problem. 

It is vital that the refuge is kept open as we also buy dogs 

from the local killing station to prevent them being put to 

sleep if they are not claimed by their owners and we 

work with 250 volunteers in other countries to rehome 

the animals which come to our refuge.  We believe it is 

important to educate children about animals.  Education 

leads to improved welfare for animals in the future so we 

have educational programmes in the local schools and 

invite school visits to the refuge so the children can see 

and learn about the care of animals and hopefully grow 

up to be responsible animal owners. Natalie would like to 

thank all of the Cadizcasa clients who kindly donated. 

Kim at Kim´s Animal Rescue told me that she was on her 

way to Switzerland with a transport of 22 dogs which 

were on their way to be rehomed to new owners and new 

lives.  Her vehicles were stopped on the road due to 

flooding at Valencia from the torrential rain.  It was then 

she got the call to say that the wild fires had reached the 

area of the refuge in Andalucía.   Due to a monumental 

effort by volunteers and locals all but 3 cats and one dog 

were saved.  Her contacts in Switzerland immediately 

stepped up their rehoming efforts and another 30 dogs 
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were flown to Switzerland the following week to new 

homes and a happy life.  The running costs for Kim´s 

Animal Rescue Centre are 12,000 euros per month.  She 

currently has 100 dogs at the centre and she visits the 

local council killing station weekly to save dogs which 

have been rounded up on the streets and would be put 

down without her help.  Kim says thank you to everyone 

who sent a donation through Cadizcasa. 

Chantal at Aristochat has around 200 animals at her 

refuge.  Her well was put out of action in the fire but 

thanks to locals and donations, that is now being repaired 

and volunteers have helped her to clean up the refuge and 

get it back to some semblance of order.  The animals 

which survived the fire but were injured are now 

recuperating.  The worst cases she is keeping in her 

house so she can give them 24/7 attention. Chantal would 

like to thank all Cadizcasa clients who have donated to 

help the animals.  

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

The first Mega Concert has taken place in Gibraltar.  

Jessie J fresh from her spot in the Olympic closing 

ceremony headlined the Festival of Music singing her 

hits Price Tag and Laserlight.  Other acts appearing will 

be Ali Campbell from UB 40.  The group sold 70 million 

records wordwide and Ali is now touring solo.  Also on 

the stage will be three well known Gibraltar bands, Noiz, 

Jetstream and Atomic 4. 

 

ENOUGH TEARS TO WASH SPAIN CLEAN 

This is the true story of Juana who´s family had to flee 

their home during the Spanish Civil War when she was  4 

years old. I had the pleasure of meeting Juana 7 years ago 

when she came to Spain to buy a property with her 

husband.  She had not lived in Spain for over 48 years.  

Her story is as sad as it is incredible and we would like to 

thank her for this very unique insight into her family and 

their fortunes.  

“I was 4 and everyone was talking about the war and  

Franco.  I didn´t know who he was but my family did not 

seem to like him.  My mother would say “that man will 

be the death of Spain” and my father would tell her to be 

quiet. 

My father owned two bakeries and we lived in a nice 

house. My father worked very hard.  He was a quiet, 

intelligent man who had built a good business and was 

very much part of the local community.  He was religious 

but not really interested in politics. He believed that the 

King was the rightful ruler of Spain by divine 

providence. 

The change in our lives was so gradual that I did not 

really notice.  First, my brother who was 6 and I were 

told that we were not to speak to anyone unless they were 

a member of the family.  Then we were not allowed 

outside the garden and finally we were not allowed to go 

outside the house unless our mother was with us.  My 

brother had gone to school but he stopped going and my 

father had new locks put on all the doors. 

One Tuesday evening, our lives changed forever when a 

man came to the house and went in to the kitchen with 

my parents.  A few minutes later he left and my mother 

came through with tears in her eyes and said we were all 

going on a journey.  My mother packed a case, then she 

and my father sat on the sofa with the case and another 

little case which sat on my father´s knee. Eventually the 

man came back and we all left the house by the back 

door, we went along the edge of the river at the back of 

our house for a long time, so long that my father had to 

carry me.  The man told us to wait by a tree in the dark.   

My father thanked him and he wished us luck. 

A lorry came down the track and we all got in the back 

and daddy covered us with sacks of something which 

was light and soft and he told us not to speak.  I am not 

sure how long we were in the lorry but it was daylight 

when we got out.  The driver took us to a farmhouse and 

we stayed there for several days.  The farmer´s wife was 

kind and made us nice food and we all slept together in 

one big bed.  My daddy used to put the little case which 

had sat on his knee on the sofa the night we left our home 

in the middle of the bed between us at night. 

That lorry was the first of 6 we travelled in over the 

course of several weeks.  We always travelled by night 

and stayed in remote farmhouses between journeys.  On 

our last journey the lorry stopped early in the morning 

when the sun was just coming up. We walked in to the 

local town to an address my father had been given.  The 

lady led us up a stair to a room which had a small kitchen 

in one corner.  There was a shared toilet on the landing.  

The room was simple and clean but very small.  My 

father was keen that we had a room on the first floor and 

he looked out of both of the windows when we arrived.  



Cadizcasa © 2011           www.cadizcasa.com 
 6 

One window looked on to a small square and the other 

was just above a shed roof and had a view to the back 

garden and the fields beyond.  I thought he was looking 

at the views. 

The next day my father sat us at the table and told us that 

we were not to speak to anyone and we were to say that 

we were family of the lady who owned the house.  We 

lived in that small room for the next 3 months.  Gradually 

I gleaned information from conversation I heard between 

mummy, daddy and the lady who owned the room.  

Apparently Mr Franco as I called him did not like people 

who liked the King and that was why we had to leave our 

home.  A friend found out that daddy´s name was on a 

black list and he was likely to be arrested.   I was very 

frightened and I used to lie awake at night worrying that 

they would come for him.  In time my father found a 

little bit of work in the town as a baker´s assistant and 

every week when he got paid the money would go in the 

little case that slept with us in the big bed every night. 

As children our life was simple.  We would go shopping 

with mummy but we never went to the town square or 

the park and we never went out after dark.  My father 

would come home and we would all sit at the little table 

and talk.  At night my father would lock the door and 

push a chair up to the door handle and he would always 

sleep with his trousers and shoes on which I thought was 

really odd as he never did it before. 

Then one night when we were all asleep in the big bed, 

there was a terrible commotion outside.  My father leapt 

from the bed and looked out the window to the square 

then within seconds he threw on his jacket, grabbed a bag 

which always sat by the window, opened the window and 

jumped.   For a brief second before he jumped he looked 

at my mother with a look of love, fear and sadness which 

even as a young child I could read quite clearly.  My 

mother shut the window and jumped back into bed.  

Within a minute the door to our room was kicked open.  

Men with guns demanded to know where my father was.  

The men searched the room but my father was gone into 

the darkness.  When the men left, the lady who owned 

the house came and told my mother that we had to go as 

it was too dangerous for us to stay.   So at daybreak we 

left with the big case and the little case.  The lady told us 

to go to a big bridge where there were other homeless 

people.   

We made our way to the bridge slowly as the big case 

was too heavy for my mother and she had to keep 

stopping and putting it down but she never let go of the 

little case. The bridge was quite a sight, there were 

several hundred people living there in a makeshift 

village.  They had rough shelters and camp fires.  

Women washed clothes in basins and children played.  

My mother was introduced to the head of the camp, she 

explained what had happened and he said he recognised 

our name and had heard that we were in the area.  He told 

my mother we were welcome and he took us to meet two 

ladies who helped us to settle in.  Some of the camp men 

built a shelter for us.  Although we lived rough in the 

camp with no electricity and only a standpipe which had 

been rigged up for water, the camp was run as a 

democracy and my mother said it was the only 

democracy in Spain at that time.  There were strict rules 

for the camp and the men took turns to mount security 

patrols right through the night until daylight to protect us.  

The leader said that even the authorities were too scared 

to come in to the camp so we were safe.   

We had been in the camp 4 or 5 months when we got 

news through the refugees network that my father was 

alive.  He had made it over the mountains in to France 

with the help of some partisans.  My mother was 

overwhelmed by the news, she just sat and sobbed for 

several hours.  I think all the pain she had suffered during 

the time since we left our home just came out in one go. 

We would get periodic updates on my father through the 

partisans who would pass messages backwards and 

forwards between the camp and the refugees in France.  

My father again managed to get a job in a bakery which I 

think was testament to his skills as a baker and he was 

living with some other men who had also escaped out of 

Spain.  My father´s intention was to rejoin us as soon as 

possible but it was just too dangerous so he was advised 

to stay where he was. 

The leader of the camp was true to his word and we lived 

in safety under the bridge for over 4 years.  My mother 

managed to get a job in the town as a cleaner and 

although we had virtually nothing, every penny she 

earned went in to the little case.  Every day she would be 

ready at 6am to go to work, with her hair neatly in a bun 

and if she had enough money to buy some, some lipstick 

on her lips.   Her clothes would be neat and clean and to 

this day I don´t think the people she worked for knew she 

lived in the camp.  Her wages were minimal but I think 

she felt the need to work to regain some of her dignity. 

My brother and I had basic schooling in the camp from 3 

ladies who had been school teachers.  My education was 

limited but I can read, write and count.  The camp grew 
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rapidly and it was said that there were 2,000 people 

living under the bridge.  Word of our existence got out of 

Spain and the authorities were ridiculed in the 

international press for allowing us to live like that.  I 

think out of shame they started to build apartments.  Each 

apartment was identical.  They were quite roughly built 

and an apartment took up one floor of the building.  It 

consisted of a room with a kitchen in one corner, one 

bedroom and a bathroom.  Each family from the bridge  

camp was given one of these apartments.  It did not 

matter if there were 3 people or 8 people in your family,  

you still got one apartment.  For us it was luxury but the 

large families found it hard and the walls were so thin 

you could hear people snoring and coughing in the next 

bedroom. 

They say that to every up there is a down and we had 

only been in the apartment a week or two when our door 

was kicked in by armed men looking for my father.  They 

would shout at my mother and demand to know where he 

was.  My mother would always say the same, “I don´t 

know where he is, he is probably dead”.  I know it hurt 

her to say that but I think she thought it was the safest 

thing to say.  The raids continued every week, sometimes 

twice a week for many years.  In time the door stopped 

shutting properly and my mother would just push a chair 

against it so it would be easier to kick in the next time 

they called.   

My mother kept working and saving.  She said that it had 

cost my father a lot of money to get us to safety and if it 

had not been for the little case we would not have 

survived.  She tried hard to replenish the little case from 

her earnings and it must have been hard to go to work 

when she was constantly woken in the middle of the 

night by the raids.  Then for no apparently reason the 

raids became less frequent and finally after a long time 

stopped. 

The men in France all wanted to return to Spain but they 

were advised to stay away until it was definitely safe, 

sadly some ignored that advice and having returned were 

rounded up.  Nobody knows what happened to them.  

Eventually though, things went quiet and repatriations 

were organised.  Many had fled and it took several weeks 

before we heard that my father was coming home.  My 

mother took us to meet him and we stood at a barricade 

and we could see a lorry stop in the distance and men get 

off but I could not see my father.  Even as the men came 

closer I still could not see my father and I started to think 

it had been a mistake and he was not on that lorry but 

then my mother started to wave and a grey haired, frail 

man waved back.  I thought it might be a friend of my 

father´s and my mother wanted to ask if he has seen my 

father but no this poor man was my father.  The years in 

exile had taken their toll, he was pale, thin, grey and tired 

looking.  He grabbed me and held me so tight,  then he 

said “how old are you Juana”  -  I was 16 years old.   

My father came to live with us in the little apartment and 

life returned to normal - as normal as it had been for 

many years.  Sadly my father only lived 18 months after 

he returned to Spain.  He was a broken man in every 

possible way. 

My brother left Spain and went to France to find work.  

He eventually married and still lives in France.   In time I 

married a boy I grew up with in the camp and we both 

felt the need to get out of Spain so we went to England 

where we lived for the following 48 years.  I am now 74 

years of age and it has taken me all this time to feel that I 

wanted to return to the land of my birth. 

My mother lived in the little apartment for the remainder 

of her life.  We constantly asked her to move but she 

always refused.  I think she felt close to my father there 

as the last time they had together was spent in those 4 

little walls.  I never saw my mother cry again after the 

day she was told that my father was safe in France.  

When I asked her many years later why she never cried 

she said “there have been enough tears to wash Spain 

clean” and that is how I feel, I bear the past no grudges, it 

was just something that happened and the only way for 

me is to move forward.  I am enjoying my life in the 

country where I was born and I am glad I returned”. 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

Four people have been arrested in Seville for attempting 

to sell a fake Picasso for one million euros.  The canvas 

was a counterfeit of a painting by the artist entitled Buste 

de Jeune Granon dating from 1964 and was accompanied 

by a false authentication certificate bearing the name of 

Paloma Picasso the painter´s daughter and a French art 

expert.   The group included a well-known antiques 

dealer from Madrid and three men from Seville who 

were acting as intermediaries.  They were picked up after 

trying to sell the work to various galleries and auction 

houses.  The painting has been confirmed by the Picasso 

Museum as a fake.   
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TEN MISTAKES NOT TO MAKE WHEN 

SELLING YOUR SPANISH PROPERTY 

Selling a property has always been a time for great 

consideration and careful calculation but never has it 

been more important to promote your property to its 

fullest than right now in the middle of one of the world´s 

worst recessions.  Here is a list of 10 things not to do 

when selling your property. 

1. A bit of a clean and brush up never did any 

property about to go on the market any harm but 

do not start adding extensions, swimming pools 

or garages.  These costly additions will not add 

to the sale price of the property for many years. 

2. Never decide on a selling price  by looking at the 

adverts marked sold in your area.  The price on 

the advert is the asking price not necessary what 

the property was sold for.  

3. Marketing the property yourself to save on 

advertising or estate agency fees might seem 

light a good idea but when times are hard you 

need the best exposure possible and some 

friendly expert advice. 

4.  Avoid appearing miserly by not including things 

like light fittings in the sale price.  There is 

nothing worse than viewing a property to be told, 

“that is not included, neither is that, nor that, or 

that”. You can see the prospective buyer 

deflating like a soufflé fresh out of the oven.   

5.  Iron out what fees you will pay and what you 

expect the buyer to pay. Nothing stops a sale 

more dead in its tracks than to start haggling over 

who pays the Plus Valia once the deal is in 

progress. 

6.  Moving dates can be vital to a buyer.  It may be 

a make or break situation so be prepared to come 

and go.  You can always spend a night or two in 

a hotel if you need to.  

7. Tropospheric scatter might be good way to 

transmit and receive microwave radio signals but 

putting your property on every website and with 

every agent for miles around is not a good way to 

proceed.  It causes confusion as buyers keep 

seeing the same house with different details and 

in a worst case scenario different prices. 

8. There is a bit of a hoarder in all of us but when 

you decide to sell,  get rid of the clutter, opening 

cupboard doors for half of the previous owners 

life to fall out on the prospective buyer does not 

help to sell a house. 

9.  Your much loved pets are not necessarily loved 

by other people, so keep the house pet free 

during viewings.  Dogs jumping all over the 

prospective buyers and their children tend to see 

them off pretty quickly as do cat lying on the 

kitchen worktops. 

10. By all means show the client around your house 

and draw to their attention the various benefits of 

the property but leaping on them and demanding 

to know what they think of the property and if 

they intend to buy it will only give you one view 

of them – their back as they run for their car! 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

The Spanish Aviation Safety Agency (AESA) have 

opened an investigation and the Spanish Consumer 

Association (CEACCU) have filed a lawsuit with the 

Directorate General of Civil Aviation after three aircraft 

belonging to Ryanair made emergency landings at 

Valencia as they were unable to hold in a queue to land at 

Madrid Airport allegedly due to lack of fuel.  The 

CEACCU allege that the incident was a serious violation 

which compromised passenger safety. If the results of the 

investigation are unfavourable they could result in a ban 

from flying in Spanish airspace for 3 years and a fine of 4 

million euros.  Ryanair have said that due to heavy 

storms in the Madrid area they were instructed to divert 

to Valencia along with other aircraft and landed 

“normally” carrying a minimum fuel reserve sufficient 

for 30 minutes flying time.  There have been unproven 

allegations in the aviation industry of some cut price 

airlines cutting down on fuel which saves on weight and 

makes the flight more economical.  These allegations 

have been strenuously denied. 

  

THANK YOU FOR READING OUR NEWSLETTER 

OUR NEXT EDITION WILL BE OUT ON 

1 DECEMBER 2012. 

 

 


