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Newsletter 
 
Here we are at the third newsletter of 2016. What a year 

it has been and we still wait to see what the Brexit will 

bring for the future of the British/Spanish relationship. 

Hopefully little will change.   

 

Sales continue to be strong and long term rental is doing 

well as couples move out of the family nest and set up on 

their own.  Interestingly, I also have people who owned 

and sold in Spain looking to buy again.  You just cannot 

keep them away from a good thing.  Prices are holding, 

increasing very slowing in some areas and we are hitting 

the asking price or within 5% more and more so that is 

all very promising for the future. 

 

Holiday rental has been a bit slow this year but with the 

world events and the terror brought to France, Germany, 

and further afield, I think that is understandable.  For UK 

clients, the exchange rate is not favourable, pushing up 

the cost of their holiday in the euro zone and this year, 

even the levante has decided to be annoying and keep 

returning for a day here and there.   

 

In this quarter´s issue we have an excellent article by 

James Baxter on the ever changing money markets.  An 

update on whether the Brexit will puncture the Spanish 

property market recovery and an article on Spain’s 

charismatic writers and their interesting lives.  Finally, 

we have an article about the Active Language School in 

Cadiz who not only teach English but also train English 

teachers and Simon Pearlman one of the 

owners/directors, talks about the effect of language on 

his own life and how it enriches the future for our 

children. 

 

Thank you as always, for reading our newsletter, and 

thank you for the wonderful comments we receive after 

each issue. 

Lesley McEwan, MD, Cadizcasa 

 

A PLACE IN THE SUN 

I would like to welcome A Place In The Sun back to the 

Costa de la Luz.  This is our fourth time being chosen to 

assist them in providing suitable properties for their 

clients and programme.  A Place In The Sun has become 

a “must view” for many and almost a bible for those 

looking to relocate to warmer climes.   

 

We have had a wonderful time with the charming 

Rachael and Franceso and were lucky enough to meet the 

lovely Laura Hamilton who is the presenter for this 

programme.  All publicity is good, so they say, but 

particularly when it is packaged and presented in such a 

professional manner.   

 

The lovely Laura Hamilton in Medina at our property 

reference 12436 www.cadizcasa.com 

 

The programme will feature several properties all within 

the budget and the brief of their house hunters, who are 

looking to relocate permanently to Spain.  I hope we can 

fulfull their dreams. 
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STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS 

 

Mortgages reached a 2 year high rising by 10% in the 

months from April.  Good news for the Spanish property 

market and the announcement that the new EU directive 

will prevent those wishing to pay off their mortgage early 

having to pay a redemption penalty.  The new rule 

applies to mortgages which were raised more than 6 

years ago.  For those wishing to redeem the mortgage at 

5 years, a .25% penalty has been set, but if the borrower 

already has a better deal in his contract with the bank, the 

lower rate will apply and borrowers can now change the 

currency of their loan and banks are forbidden from 

forcibly selling other products when offering a mortgage. 

They can however, offer a better rate when other services 

are taken. 

 

The good news is that mortgage advice is now regulated 

and mortgage providers may be required to have 

specially qualified staff to provide it and to adhere to 

consumer codes of conduct.   

 

Mortgage lending seems sound at present and no 

“bubble” is expected.  This is due to home prices having 

fallen and banks being more cautious in lending to 

people in line with their income.  Certainly borrowers 

seem to be more careful than in the past and of course the 

Eurozone interest rate is zero.  Also on the good side, 

more mortgages are being cancelled than made so over 

borrowing looks to be safe at present. 

 

Mortgages taken out in May 2016 amount to 2.8 billion 

euros, some 33% higher than in the same month of 2015 

and almost 10% higher than in April 2016. 

 

Interestingly, the majority of new loans were granted in 

Andalucia, with 466.1 million euros changing hands. 

 

 

WILL THE BREXIT PUT THE BRAKES ON THE 

SPANISH PROEPRTY MARKET RECOVER 

The Brexit vote outcome was a surprise to many, not 

least of all Messers Cameron, Johnson and Farage.  The 

first being blamed for instigating the referendum and 

starting the whole mess.  Was he under pressure? Perhaps 

in fear of Conservatives leaving the party and moving 

over to the Farage camp?  A camp with a following that 

seems to spend most of its time at air shows waxing 

lyrical about the spitfire and dreaming of the days Britain 

ruled the Empire.   Who knows?  Then we have the dizzy 

blond, Mr Johnson, not so dizzy I suspect.  That man has 

a mind like a steel trap and anyone who thinks differently 

is deluded.  Allegedly, Boris changed his mind and went 

from wanting to stay in Europe to wanting to get out of 

it.  We all change our minds.  As Billy Connelly said “It 

is my mind, and I reserve the right to change it as often 

as I like” but I scent something more complex and 

perhaps even more sinister here.  With the greatest of 

respect to Boris, many people in the UK do consider him 

to be a numpty as we say in Scotland, so did the great 

minds think that if he said he had changed his mind to 

voting out, everyone would say “oh my god that twit is 

voting out, well that has to be the wrong choice, so I will 

vote in”.  I have no idea, it is only a thought wafting 

around in my head, but be assured, the change of mind 

will have a reward for him and what it is, will become 

apparent in the not too distant future. 

 

The reality of the future for Britain after leaving the EU 

is not what anyone had envisaged, not even those who 

voted to leave the EU.  I suspect it is considerably more 

complex, more depressing and more damaging than 

anyone had thought.  Perhaps there was a dream of gain 

without pain. We recover total control of our country, we 

do what we want when we want, but we retain the trade 

links and keep all the companies who came here to set up 

shop because we were in the EU.  Oops was that a 

spitfire going overhead?   

 

Mr Cameron had implied that if it was an out vote, he 

would activate article 50 the next day, but instead he 

resigned and nobody who is still in power seems keen to 

push the button to start the process.   
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While article 50 was written to provide a mechanism for 

a country to leave the EU, it does not outline how that 

country should exit.  Indeed, the exit has to be negotiated 

with the EU.  So in many ways, what we will witness 

over the coming two years is more of a divorce than a 

point by point, planned and structured withdrawal.  As 

we all know, divorces can be mutually beneficial and 

once the hurty bit is over, the china has been divided and 

the house sold, they can lead to an ongoing respect and 

friendship but just as easily, they can lead to resentment 

and a long lasting hatred.   

 

How does all this  leave the Spanish property market?  

The answer is that nobody knows definitively. I have 

read some rubbish journalism over the past few weeks on 

the subject, with one article stating that selling would 

now be harder for Brits in Spain, because there would be 

less Brits looking to buy!  This assumes that only Brits 

buy from Brits.  A bonkers assumption to say the least.  I 

have always believed that as  a journalist,  if you cannot 

write something decent, keep your pen to yourself! 

 

In the days just after the vote, one of Spain´s leading 

property websites noted a 12% drop in traffic and then 

the enquiries returned to normal and I have to say that is 

what we experienced at Cadizcasa - a slight downturn 

then back up again.  That indicates that people took a 

little time out to assess the impact of the vote on their 

person lives and then decided that they would just get on 

with things as they had planned previous to the vote.  

That is a sensible and healthy approach to this subject 

because the answer is that nobody knows what a post 

Brexit Britain is going to  look like, nobody can predict 

how the next two years will shape up, what deals we can 

do, what level of input we will retain in the EU post 

Brexit.  The UK is the test model and as such, there is no 

plan, except to get the best deal we can for our country. 

 

Yes, the British make up about 20% of the foreign 

buying public in Spain, but that is only around 4% of all 

buyers.  So it is a very survivable short term loss and I 

know for a fact that we will not lose all our UK buyers 

because here at Cadizcasa, not one UK buyer´s sale has 

been cancelled since the Brexit and not one UK buyer 

appointment has been cancelled.  OK, the exchange rate 

is not brilliant, but prices in Spain are still amongst the 

best in Europe for what you get.  Those who will put 

their buying on hold, were most likely nervous to begin 

with and the Brexit provides an adequate excuse why 

they should “contemplate” some more before jumping. 

Life in general does not come with a guarantee.  The 

modern world is full of crisis, economic downturn, war, 

and natural disaster and people get over it and move on 

because that is the inbuilt drive in humans, always to go 

forward. 

 

 

I am not saying that there will be no impact on the 

market.   I think things will be a bit unsettled for the 

remainder of 2016 and I do suspect that the impact of the 

Brexit might be seen more in the Costa del Sol and the 

Costa Blanca where the proportion of UK buyers is 

intensified, but here on the Costa de la Luz, I do not think 

we will see a massive change.   We have plenty of buyers 

from other EU countries to stop up the gap and indeed 

we are seeing an increasing number from America and 

Canada.  This will keep the market moving in the right 

direction.  

 

Where I do think we will see a change post Brexit and 

bear in mind, the process will take 2 years at least,  from 

when the button is pushed, is in the requirements the 

British must meet in order to buy in Spain.   As EU 

members, buying was a pretty straight forward process, 

but in the future, as non EU members, it is likely to be 

more akin to the process Americans have to go through 

in order to buy.  But, as I said, we have more and more 

American buyers, the most I have seen in 16 years, so the 

process is not that off putting.   

 

Will the Brexit put the brakes on the Spanish property 

market recovery?  I think it very unlikely.  Spain has had 

a long and generally happy relationship with the UK and 

it does not want to lose that now. So I am pretty 

confident they will want to keep things as simple and 

unchanged as possible and to encourage the British 

people to still think of Spain as their second home.  As a 

Police Chief told me, “we like the British because they 

come here, spend their money and don’t cause us 

problems” and that is very much the view of Spain 

regards the Brits, both pre and hopefully post Brexit. 
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STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

On the heels of the Olympics, a man from the Basque 

country has won the record of being the drunkest driver 

ever caught.  Not a title many would wish to win!  The 

56 year old was caught after having travelled around 150  

 

miles in his car and found to be nearly 10 times the legal 

limit.  He was arrested by the Gendarmerie near the town 

of Saint Seurin sur lÍsle and officers were nearly knocked 

out by the smell of alcohol on him and in the car.  It is 

alleged that he was so drunk, he could not even finish the 

breathalyser and he had no knowledge of why he was in 

the car or where he was headed. 

The alcohol limits are lower in Spain and France than in 

the UK.  Anything over a standard 175ml glass of wine 

or a pint of beer, equivalent to two bottles or two cañas is 

sufficient to put your average person over the limit and 

the professionals say even that can take up to 4 hours to 

fully clear the system and make the person legal to drive 

again. 

 

In this man´s case, it is estimated he drank the equivalent 

of around 2 litres of wine, 10 pints of beer or half a litre 

of spirits. 

 

EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK 

 

It’s been an historic 

quarter for the pound, 

in which we’ve seen 

unprecedented 

volatility, driven by 

the EU referendum 

on June 23rd. As the 

results of the 

referendum were 

announced on June 

24th, sterling 

suffered its worst single-day loss in history, falling 

around 10 percent against both the euro and US dollar in 

less than 24 hours. The pound then staged a modest 

recovery before falling further against its main 

counterparts, hitting a 31-year low against the dollar and 

a 3-year low against the single currency. 

 

In the week leading up to the referendum the opinion 

polls were suggesting that the ‘Remain’ camp held the 

advantage and the pound was rising as a result. As we 

saw in the general election last year, opinion polls are 

notoriously unreliable and the polls before the 

referendum proved to be no different. As the news broke 

that the UK had voted to leave the EU, sterling lost 12 

cents to the euro and 15 cents to the US dollar in less 

than 3 hours.  

 

As the dust settled, sterling seemed to find its feet as the 

UK took stock of the implications of actually leaving the 

European Union. Brexit campaigners claimed that Britain 

had taken back control and that we were making Britain 

great again, while there was a melancholic dark cloud 

hanging over those that voted to remain. It is still too 

early to gauge the effect that the vote will have on the 

UK economy and early economic indicators have been 

mixed. House prices have started falling, manufacturing 

and services numbers have dropped to levels not seen 

since the financial crisis and inflation has risen sharply, 

as imports have become significantly more expensive. 

Retail sales figures have been strong, however, 

suggesting that consumer confidence is still high, despite 

the doom and gloom plastered across the British media.  

 

In an effort to tackle the economic fallout of the Brexit 

vote, the Bank of England cut interest rates in early 

August, the first shift in monetary policy since March 

2009. Interest rates were already at historic lows so the 

UK central bank had little room to manoeuvre, cutting 

the base rate by 25 basis points, from 0.5% to 0.25%. 

They also announced an expansion to the current 

quantitative easing programme, pumping additional cash 

into the economy in the hope that it will encourage banks 

to lend, stimulating economic activity. This resulted in a 

further slide in the pound, dropping into the 1.14’s 

against the euro and below 1.30 against the US dollar. In 

the last 12 months, GBP/EUR has fallen from 1.44 to 

1.15 and GBP/USD has dropped from 1.60 to 1.30. 

Airport bureaux de change are now offering less than one 

euro per pound. 
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However, it’s not all doom and gloom. If you’re 

converting euros or dollars back into sterling the 

exchange rate has moved in your favour.  Of course, the 

opposite is true if you’re living in Spain and drawing 

your income in sterling, or if you’re considering 

purchasing a Spanish property. Even though the 

exchange rate has fallen, it is still a good time to buy 

property in Spain. House prices remain relatively low 

and the pound is still higher than the lows we witnessed 

at the height of the financial crisis.  

 

If you’re concerned about the recent movement in the 

exchange rate, or if you’d like to take advantage of the 

movement to convert a currency back into sterling, 

contact 

 

James Baxter at the Foremost Currency Group for a 

free, no obligation consultation on +44 1442 892 062. 

Alternatively, send him an email at jsb@fcgworld.co.uk. 

 

 
STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

While the icebucket challenge may not be on many 

people´s list of “things to do”,  the event in Spain has 

funded the discovery of a gene common to sufferers of 

ALS, or motor neurone disease.  This discovery could be 

pivotal to curing and even preventing or slowing down 

the disease. 

 

ALS is also known as Lou Gehrig disease after the 

baseball player who played for the New York Yankees in 

the 1920´s and 30´s.  The disease attacks the brain cells 

controlling muscual movements, resulting in the gradual 

death of the cells and resulting in paralysis, then loss of 

other faculties such as speech and eventually, failure of 

the organs. 

 

So far, there is no cure but the MinE research project 

think they have found a gene which may be responsible 

for this devastating disease.  They have called it NEK1 

and it was found after sequencing the DNA of 15,000 

people with ALS and is a truly international achievement 

because the research to find NEK1 involved 80 

researchers in 11 countries. 

 

Ity is hoped that the discover will help pharmacology 

researchers to find better drugs to treat the disease and 

slow it down.  While more work is needed, all those 

people who suffered an ice cold bucket of ice on the head 

can be proud.  In Spain, in just one month, they raised 

600,000 euros, but of recourse, in some areas of Spain a 

bucket of ice on the head is a pleasure in the summer.  

 

THEIR LIVES, THEIR LOVES, THEIR DREAMS 

AND THEIR FEARS, ON A PAGE 

 

Why have I chosen Cervantes and Lorca to write about? 

No doubt many reading this will say that they could 

name 2 far better Spanish writers to showcase.  Well, I 

am writing this article, and I like interesting people. You 

can  keep your pedestrian, beige bards to yourself.  Give 

me a rebel, a misfit, a man who ploughs his own furrow, 

often to his detriment, any day. I find these two writers 

particularly interesting as people, not just writers, and I 

hope you will too.  Not only have they created great 

literary works, enjoyed by millions and translated in to 

numerous languages, both wrote about the world they 

saw on a daily basis, their past experiences, their lives, 

their loves, their dreams and their fears.  No sitting in 

garrets or coffee shops being creative for these guys.  

Rough, brutal reality experienced, thought about, and 

then dumped on the page, that is what these boys offer 

the reader. 

 

My first man of action was Miguel de Cervantes.  He 

died aged 68 and was buried in Madrid at El Convento de 

las Monjas Trinitarias Descalzas or the Convent of the 

Barefoot Trinitarians.  He was interred in 1616 but even 

in death, the story of this literary giant did not end.  They 

removed him for a while during building work in the late 

17th century, then “misplaced” him for some 342 years,  

only finding him again last year.  News reports at the 

time talked about “finding the tomb of Cervantes” but in 

reality, it was not a grand tomb they found,  more a 

collection of mixed bones, some from Cervantes and 
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others believed to belong to his wife Catalina de Salaazar 

plus some fragments of clothing and part of a casket with 

the great writer´s initial on it. Not a dignified end for the 

great man, but they are making reparation now with a 

monument. 

 

Cervantes was born in 1547 on 29th September, 

although, as is often the case in the 16th century, nobody 

knows for sure the date.  It is possible this is correct, 

because it is the Saint day of Michael the Archangel and 

he may have been called after his saint as was traditional 

at the time.  What we can be more sure of is that he was 

born in Alcala de Henares, some 35km outside Madrid.  

Most people call it Alcala from the Arabic word for a 

fortified citadel.  The town dates back to the Bronze Age 

and has a long and distinguished history, being amongst 

other things, the place where Columbus first met 

Ferdinand and Isabella and no doubt outlined his future 

seafaring plans to them, in order to plant the seed for 

future funding. 

 

His father Rodrigo was born in Cordoba, and was a 

barber surgeon.   Now, you would think that would have 

given the family a good income and a comfortable life, 

but back then, being a surgeon was not the skilled and 

respected career it is today.  Performing surgery was 

generally considered beneath a physician, so barber 

surgeons were employed to remove limbs, cut hair, let 

blood and all manner of practises, which if they did not 

kill the patient, might cure them.   His mother Leanor 

came from more noble stock.  Her father was a 

nobleman, but unfortunately, he rather carelessly lost his 

fortune and had to sell Leonor into marriage.  This did 

not bode well for the young couple and Rodrigo ended up 

being a little less than faithful to her. 

 

The early history of Cervantes and his family is vague 

but it seems they travelled around as Rodrigo looked for 

work and were regarded as poor in court records 

following an embargo against Rodrigo for unpaid debts.  

Worse still, court records show that he was imprisoned 

for debt and the family possessions confiscated.   It has 

been claimed that Cervantes attended Salamanca 

University and alternatively that he studied in Cordoba or 

Seville, but there is no evidence to back either of these 

claims.  He did write four poems though, in memory of 

Isabel de Valois, the third wife of Philip II, while 

studying for only months under Juan Lopez de Hoyos in 

Madrid and this is his first work known in print.   

 

What we do now is that he left Spain in his early 

twenties.   Why he left, is again unclear.  He could have 

been a disillusioned young man, with few prospects, 

from a poor family, who thought that a change of land 

may bring a change of fortune.  One clue is left, however, 

which might shed some light.  Cervantes was in a duel 

with a man called Antonio de Sigura in which the latter 

was injured, so it is possible that he was on the run from 

the authorities and leaving Spain was a necessity rather 

than an option if he wanted to stay out of prison and not 

lose his right hand, the then punishment for dueling. 

 

He then resurfaces in Rome, working for Cardinal 

Aquaviva, but this post only lasted months and he headed 

off to join the Spanish Navy Marines who were stationed 

in Naples, which at the time was a Spanish crown 

possession.  He was on the Marquesa, one of the ships 

which took part in the battle of Lepanto off the Greek 

coastline.  Although Cervantes was ill with fever, he 

refused to stay below decks. Perhaps that would have 

been the better option, as he was shot 3 times, twice in 

the chest and once in the left arm.  He survived, but his 

arm remained more or less useless for the remainder of 

his life.   

 

However, that did not stop him continuing his naval 

career and serving in several other naval skirmishes with 

the Turks. Finally, he joined a new ship called the Sol 

and set sail from Napes for Barcelona, carrying letters of 

commendation from the Duke de Sesse, which would 

have smoothed over the problem of Antonio de Sigura, 

the pending prison sentence and the possible loss of his 

right hand.  Also on board was his brother, named 

Rodrigo after his father, but as the ship neared the 

Spanish coast, it was attacked and overpowered by 

Ottoman pirates.  They took it, and all on board, to 

Algiers and Cervantes was kept as a slave for 5 years in 

Algiers.  Perhaps the letters of commendation saved him, 

making the Turks think that he was closer to the King of 

Spain than he really was, but he certainly gave his 

captors a run for their money.  Despite his injuries he 

tried to escape 4 times.  Eventually, his parents with the 
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help of Trinitarian monks attached to the Convent de las 

Monjas Trinitarias Descalzas, managed to raise a ransom 

and Cervantes returned to Spain.  

 

Like most creative people, his work did not sustain him 

and he had to find “a real job” to make ends meet.  He 

worked as a purchasing agent for the Spanish navy in 

Andalucia.  This did not go so well for him and he ended 

up in prison due to a bank, where he deposited 

government funds going bankrupt.  He then became a tax 

collector travelling around collecting tax for the Crown 

and finally he undertook some work as an accountant. 

 

His colourful life and his experiences can be seen in his 

work.  It is thought that the victims of traumatic 

experiences, such as being held in captivity, have the 

urge to repeat the story and certainly, Cervantes past can 

be seen throughout his work.   In El Trato de Argel (The 

Treatment of Argel) he deals with the subject of being a 

Christian slave in Algiers. In The Captives story he 

speaks about La Goleta where Cervantes had fought and 

it is thought that he may have started to write Don 

Quixote in Seville after he had a bit of an accountancy 

problem and the company cash he was responsible for 

did not match the balance on the ledger, resulting in his 

spending some time in jail.  Not only was the man a 

genius when it came to writing, he was a gusty 

interesting person, who did not have a lot of luck in his 

life but left a wonderful legacy to the world.  His pain 

and suffering forming the basis of some of the greatest 

literary works every written. 

 

Another of Spain´s great writers who was lost for many 

years is Frederico Garcia Lorca.  He was executed by 

Nationalist Militia in August 1936 and buried in an 

unmarked spot.  On the road between Viznar and Alfacar 

close to Granada.  Several digs have revealed nothing but 

there is new evidence that people executed at that time 

were thrown down some wells which still exist although 

they cannot be seen above ground now.  There is also a 

ravine in the area known to be used for executions and it 

is thought some 300 people, victims of the Franco 

regime, may still be buried there.  Whether Lorca will 

ever be found is questionable but there is certainly a will 

to find him. 

Unlike Cervantes, he came from a relatively well-heeled 

family, born on the 5th of June, 1898, in Fuente 

Vaqueros, Lorca had a seemingly happy childhood.  The 

son of  a land owner and a school teacher.  He chose to 

take his mother´s name of Lorca as his first surname 

rather than that of his father, Garcia, as the former was 

less used and therefore, he stood out more.  Something 

all young writers need to do if they are to make 

themselves a successful career.  On leaving school, Lorca 

attended Granada University and studied law, 

composition and literature.  Lorca also had a strong love 

of music and many of his early works such as Sonata, 

Ballad and Nocturne all drew on music for inspiration.   

 

Lorca first book to be published was called Impresions 

and Landscapes.  The publishing cost was funded by his 

father, Frederico Garcia Rodriguez.  Lorca moved to the 

Residencia de Estudiantes in Madrid where he met 

Salvador Dali and the two became close friends. He also 

met several playwrights and poets and took to the theatre.  

The first play he penned was The Butterfly´s Evil Spell 

which did not do too well, the theme going straight over 

the audience head and being met with more laughter than 

applause from the few audiences who did see it on stage.  

Indeed, many think that Mariana Pineda was his first 

play, and Lorca did little to dispell this myth, perhaps 

keen to forget about the tale of the failed love of a 

cockroach for an injured butterfly who recovers and flies 

away. 

 

He went on to publish a book of poems and to join up 

with Manuel de Falla who was organising an event called 

El Concurso de Cante Jondo.  The Concurso aimed to 

promote the traditional flamenco, in song, dance and 

music.  Lorca was an ardent supporter of the Concurso, 

speaking publicaly about it and producing several pieces 

of work based around flamenco and its “deep song”.  He 

became more and more interested in Spain´s fokelore and 

he loved all things Andalucian, from the landscape, to 

horses, gypsies and the vibrant colour of that region of 

Spain. 

 

Mariana Pineda opened in Barcelona in 1928 with the 

stage sets designed by Salvador Dali.  Lorca was, as 

described by some “passionately involved” with Dali on 

a work basis.  It was known that Lorca was homosexual 
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and it is alleged that Dali rejected advances on this front 

from Lorca, whether this is true or not, at around this 

time, there was a separation from Dali, closely followed 

by Lorca´s relationship with the sculptor Emilio Soriano 

Aladren breaking down.  Lorca appears to have been a 

tortured soul, homosexuality was not the badge to be 

worn by all creatives that it is today. In catholic Spain in 

the 1920´s, it was definitely something to be kept quiet 

and Lorca was by now a successful author.  In an attempt 

to break Lorca´s depression, and most likely ignorant of 

the reasons for their son´s dark mood, the family 

financed a long trip to America for Lorca.  

 

Lorca returned in 1930 just as the Second Spanish 

Republic was established. A year later Lorca was given 

the job of theatre director at the student theatre of the 

University of Barraca, a project funded by the Second 

Republic´s Ministry of Education.  The company toured 

the countryside of Spain with a portable stage.  Lorca felt 

strongly that the theatre had become a pastime for the 

rich and that it needed to be brought back to the ordinary 

people.  He said "The theatre is a school of weeping and 

of laughter, a free forum, where men can question norms 

that are outmoded or mistaken and explain with living 

example the eternal norms of the human heart". Some of 

Lorca´s best known plays were written during this time 

as he toured Spain.  His work was pretty edgy for the 

time, questioning women´s role in society, the class 

structure and sexual attraction between people of the 

same sex. 

 

Many of Lorca´s works were questioning of the world he 

saw around him.  A world he often found to be unjust, 

unsympathetic and unfeeling. He often retreated to The 

Huerta de San Vicent, his parent´s summer house and  

now a Lorca museum,  to write and many of his best 

works were written there and it was here that he fled in 

1936, hoping that Spain may forget about him for a 

while.  Lorca was outspoken about social injustice and 

many considered his views to be socialist, so he knew 

that as tensions rose in Spain, he could be targeted.  

Honesty was not worth much at that time in Spain, and 

being honest about the plight of the peasants, the social 

injustice, as he saw it, did not gain him many friends.  

Indeed, some felt that he was giving their country a bad 

name, and being disloyal by laying its inadequacies on 

show to the whole world.    

Granada was in turmoil, so much so, that it had no 

mayor.  He had been shot, but Lorca´s brother in law 

stepped up to the mark and lasted only a short time, 

before he also was shot.  The events surrounding Lorca´s 

disappearance and death vary, but the basic fact is that in 

the same week his brother in law died, Lorca was 

arrested, held for two days in prison, then taken out into 

the countryside and shot by one of the death squads of 

probably around 6 men who were responsible for killing 

anyone seen to be unsuitable by the state.  Those 

unfortunate enough to be sent to the death squads were 

buried in mass graves or in single graves in the 

countryside and in August 1936, 571 people were shot in 

Granada area alone.  The death squads consisted of men 

who had volunteered because they liked the work, but 

also of police officers, performing the duty under orders.  

One of the few pieces of evidence about Lorca´s death 

from time, was a drunken brag in a bar that “I put two 

bullets in Lorca´s backside for being a queer”.  Whether 

this man was at the scene of Lorca´s murder has never 

been proved but it seems a rather odd thing to say if you 

were not there. 

 

In 2007, Spain introduced a historic memory law, it was 

seen as the way ahead, the way to get Spain´s past out in 

the open and find closure for a country still troubled by 

its past.  At its more basic level, the law gave orders to 

take down Francoist monuments, to remove place and 

street names associated with Franco and generally to “de 

Francotise” Spain, so it could move forward into a more 

enlightened era of freedom and democracy.  However, 

the law also made provision for the tracing of, 

identifification of, marking of and exhumation of mass 

graves.  It is not known how many people were murdered 

during the civil war, figures vary between 114,000 and 

400,000 and that murder continued throughout Franco´s 

dictatorship, until he died in 1975. 

 

In 2008, Baltazar Garzon, a highly qualified and 

respected Spanish judge, indeed the man who signed 

Generla Pinochet´s arrest warrant, and currently leading 

the Julian Assange defence team, opened a national 

investigation in to Franco and his allies.  Garzon believed 

the repression of the Franco years to be crimes against 

humanity and ordered the opening of 19 mass graves 

including one where Lorca was thought to be buried.  

However, under considerable pressure from various 

sources, he dropped the investigation and in 2010 was 
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prevented from working within the Spanish judiciary 

following a law suit by Manos Limpias.  An 

organisation,  allegedly lead by a man with pro-Francoist 

leanings.  In 2012, Garzon was suspended for 12 years 

from the Spanish judiciary.  He does however continue to 

work as an advisor to the International Criminal Court at 

The Hague. 

So for now,  Lorca still sleeps in an unidentified grave, 

somewhere on the outskirts of Granada.  Maybe like 

Cervantes he will be found one day.  I hope so,  but one 

thing is for sure, both of these men were brave enough to 

put their lives, their loves, their fears and their dreams on 

the pages of their books and maybe that is what makes 

them such great Spanish writers. 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

It has been found that 90 percent of DAESH supporters 

arrested within Spain have little or no relevant Islamic 

knowledge.  The finding follows research over a 36 

month period.  The typical recruit is around 30 years of 

age, married and either of Moroccan or mixed 

Moroccan/Spanish descent. The figure for pure bread 

Spanish being involved is only 6%. 

 

The majority are first generation immigrants of poor 

education leaving school at 16 and it is highly rare to find 

any who have been to university.  These findings are 

according to the Royal Alcano Institute (Global 

Terrorism Unit).  The study looked at 124 DAESH 

supporters, many being online recruiters rather than foot 

soldiers, but 35% of them had a clear intention to be 

party to a massacre in Spain, and it was shown that they 

had the ability and resources to bring that plan to fruition. 

 

Almost three quarters became radicalised for ideological 

reasons, although the vast majority had very limited 

knowledge of the Islamic faith or the Quran.  While 

many DAESH sympathisers have been caught all over 

Spain, the Spanish owned city province of Ceuta in 

Morocco yielded the highest number of arrests, with 

Barcelona coming in at 27% of all arrests.  

The report does not support the “lone wolf” theory as it 

found 94.4% of those arrested were members of groups 

rather than independent perpetrators and between 

November of 2013 and April of 2016, 160 DAESH 

followers left Spain to head for Syria and Iraq.   To date, 

29 are known to have been killed and another 20 have 

returned to Spain. 

 

As a rather strange sub-discovery, Michael Flynn a 

member of US Intelligence, says  that DAESH supporters 

watch a lot of porn.  In fact, eight out of ten computers 

seized from DAESH supporters contained more 

pornography than any other data when analysed.   

 

AN ACTIVE LANGUAGE 

 

Nobody knows where active language and its role in 

communication between humans first originated.  The 

learned have argued for centuries, but it is hard to 

pinpoint where we all went form grunting at each other to 

indicate our feelings or needs, to forming words and 

creating a language.  Anyone with kids will know that 

little communication is verbal now.  It is all text, around 

which, a whole new language has been built.  They sit 

silent, occasionally letting out a giggle or an expression 

of exasperation, but that is as audible as it gets.  The 

tabloids proffer the more extreme views that speech will 

be lost to humans in centuries to come because we will 

cease to use it and communicate via implanted 

communication devices.  What a sad day that would be.  

Nothing beats a good natter to get something off your 

chest or to bring you closer to your fellow human being.  

Of course, the one hurdle is language itself in that we all 

speak different languages and rely on those who speak 

more than one to help us communicate.  The Dutch 

sociologist Abram de Swaan deals with the subject of 

language, in his 2001 book entitled Words of the World: 

the global language system.  He looks at how the various 

language groups in the world,  who cannot understand 

each other, form part of a worldwide language system, 

allowing the six billion people on earth to communicate 

through bilingual and multilingual speakers and how this 

is an organised system of communication, not a random 

one.    
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Bearing in mind that humans like to rule and to expand 

their control, many nations in the past spread out of their 

own country and their own language system in to new 

territories which spoke other languages.  As is often the 

case, the language of the rulers became the everyday 

language, and the local language was marginalised, so for 

instance, you had Latin being spoken in countries far 

away from Rome and in time people in their conquered 

lands became bilingual.  The same happened with the 

Spanish conquistadors and the British Empire. 

 

Getting a handle on exactly how many people speak a 

certain language throughout the world is difficult but it is 

thought that around 940 million speak English, 560 

million speak Spanish and 220 million speak French, 

with Mandarin topping the table at a massive 1.9 billion.   

 

There are around 5000 language groups in the world 

today.  Besides all the usual European languages that we 

learn at school such as German, Italian, French and 

Spanish, there are somewhere in the region of another 

2100 languages worldwide spoken by small groups, often 

under 1000 people.  In Papua New Guinea, which only 

has a population of some 7 million people, less than the 

population of London, there are more than 850 languages 

and 12 recognised but now extinct languages. 

 

Language is a diverse subject, languages have different 

roots, they develop rather than occur overnight and some 

of the more obscure are the Xhosa language which is a 

Bantu language from South Africa and uses clicks 

denoted by the three letters C, X and Q. Trevor Noah, the 

South African comedian´s  mother was a Xhosa woman 

and he speaks six languages, including Zulu and German.  

Far nearer to home is Sarkese a language found on the 

small island of Sark in the Channel Islands.  The island 

has a current population of about 600 inhabitants, some 

still being the distant descendants of 40 families who 

were moved there to populate the island in the early 

1600´s. After it was abandoned following many centuries 

of habitation by various groups. 

 

So language is a very complex matter, which few of us 

question.  We just use it to communicate and think little 

about is origins or its future, but language is an intrinsic 

part of life and communication is vital between different 

language speakers.   So someone has to build the bridges, 

to help communication continue in to the future. 

 

How Simon Pearlman came to be one of the bridge 

builders is a bit of a mystery.  He tells me that he was 

dreadful at languages at school and has always struggled 

to learn a language.  Yet he now teaches language for a 

living and is highly successful at it.  Simon is one of the 

owners/directors of Active Language in Cadiz. 

 

Simon describes himself as a husband, father, son and 

friend.  He says that since coming to Spain, he has really 

got to grips with the language but even then, his grammar 

is easily stretched, but that does not stop his love of 

expressing himself in Spanish.   He feels that living in 

Spain has made him more comfortable with the language 

and he remains eternally fascinated by the English 

language and its uses and abuses. 

 

I was curious as to know how a man, who was not very 

linguistically driven, came to be in Cadiz and running a 

language school.  Simon said “A group of us were 

teaching English in London, many years ago, and 

hatched a plan.  We wanted to make our own decisions, 

set up a language school and do things for ourselves.  

Between us, we had a huge number of years’ experience 

working in the field in a number of ways, so things 

began.  “We decided on Spain for so many reasons; the 

climate, the culture, the people and also it already had an 

established English teaching market, then the only 

question was where.  We decided that we wanted to be 

on the coast and probably not the northern coast as we 

had been led to believe it rains a lot there!  We wanted to 

be in a city which had some life to it but wasn’t a 

suffocating big city.  We visited lots of places and then     

came to Cadiz. 
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Simon working with a group of trainees 

 

Cadiz had, and still has, something special about it.  I 

often talk about the authenticity that Cadiz has, it doesn’t 

shout about how great it is (although perhaps it should 

more!), it has so much that is slightly hidden, it’s a city 

that rewards exploring and scratching at the surface.  It’s 

a gem, a “tacita de plata”, oddly tucked away in its little 

corner.  Its 3000 years of history and heritage.  It’s the 

people with their warmth and openness.  Its the relaxed 

vibe, the squares, a city fringed by the ocean, I love 

living in Cadiz in so many ways” 

 

 

Active Language is in a charming building in the 

historic centre of Cádiz 

 

Having made the decision about location, how did they 

found the language school.  “Well” said Simon, “we 

started Active Language in 2005 and it was relatively 

straight forward even though we didn’t have a 

particularly large budget at all.  At the time, we had some 

babies in tow and that broke down lots of barriers as we 

went from office to office and everyone coo-ed over the 

babies, forgave our rusty Spanish and were extremely 

helpful, in the main.  We started with a small premises 

and have grown as the years have passed”. 

 

Active Language offers various courses and they are 

divided in to two overlapping areas.  Firstly, teaching 

Spanish students English and secondly, training English 

teachers. 

 

The college offers the certificate in TESOL, accredited 

by Trinity College, London and recognised locally, 

throughout Spain and the world.  Simon explains “the 

CertTESOL course is designed for people who haven´t 

taught before as well as people with prior teaching 

experience.  It’s a highly practical course and when the 

participants have finished it they feel ready and well 

prepared to begin teaching.  It’s hard work, but hugely 

rewarding.  There is a large demand for qualified English 

teachers and almost everyone who successfully finishes 

the course, finds work. 

 

After the CertTESOL course, most people opt to take the 

Teaching Younger Learners Extension course too.  This 

is a short, highly practical course to prepare teachers to 

work with younger learners.  So much of the work 

locally is with school aged children and teenagers and 

this course is designed to meet those needs.  It is 

fascinating and a lot of fun! 

 

We also offer the Diploma in TESOL, accredited by 

Trinity College.  This is a course for experienced teaches 

who finish feeling like an expert in their field.  It’s a 

great way to continue developing professionally and 

gives access to higher level jobs. 
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One of the trainee teachers working with the students 

 

I have certainly heard of people taking TEFL courses as 

well as the TESOL ones, and I wondered what the 

difference was between them.  Simon says “There are so 

many different names for what is essentially the same 

thing; its all about teaching English.  TEFL = Teaching 

English as a Foreign Language.  TESOL = Teaching 

English to Speakers of Other Languages there is no 

meaningful difference”.   

 

Simon is keen to make people aware that in recent times, 

there has been a significant growth in online distance 

certificates.  But, he ventures caution “they cannot 

compare with a face-to-face course like the Trinity 

Certificate in TESOL and often it´s hard to tell the 

difference.  However, it is really important because good 

employers don’t recognise those courses and people can 

be throwing money away.  There is a blog on the subject  

if you want to read more at:- 

 

http://activelanguage.net/which-tefl-course/” 

 

Most of our courses can be taken on a full time or part 

time basis depending on how much time people have 

available and how intensively they prefer to work”.   

 

For those of you who may be thinking this is a nice way 

to spend time in another country, you may want to know 

how long it takes to qualify as a teacher and what you 

can do once you have qualified.  Simon has the answers 

“The CertTESOL takes place either on an intensive, full 

time basis over 5 weeks, or part time over an academic 

year, we start in September and finish in June with these 

course and prices start at 1400 euros.   

 

Once you have qualified there are so many options open 

to you.  First, locally in Spain, there are many language 

schools, even in small villages, there are likely to be a 

couple of “acadamias de ingles” such is the current level 

of demand.  These schools are always looking for 

teachers with the highly regarded Trinity CertTESOL 

qualification.  Other people go for “clases particulares” 

which are private classes working, one to one, with 

students learning in their home or your home.  The third 

option, is online teaching worldwide where online 

teachers are needed.  One of the beautiful things about 

teaching locally is that not only does it provide an 

income, but you get to connect with the people you live 

amongst, to teach them, to get to know them and to feel 

part of the community.  Being part of the local 

community is such an enriching thing”. 

 

At this point I went all idealistic on Simon and asked 

how important he thought language was to the world and 

would the requirement for everyone to speak at least two 

languages make a difference. 

 

He said “I always say that when we can speak other 

languages, we can communicate more and better, we can 

understand each other more and better.  It feels like the 

world needs more communication, more connection and 

more understanding.   

 

There are scientific studies that show that our brains 

work better and for longer if we speak more languages.  I 

am not a scientist, but it seems to make sense to me.  

There is also the idea that it gives us a different 

perspective on the world”. 

 

Active Language teach English to Spanish people and I 

was interested to know what sort of people want to learn 
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and why they choose English rather than French or 

German.  Simon replied “English has been a dominant 

world language for so many reasons.  It is often the 

common language of international communication, of 

business, of science.  Wherever people travel, English is 

often the second most widely spoken language. 

 

 

A trainee teacher working with the students 

 

Here in Spain there has been a shift in educational 

priorities over the last few years.  Many university 

courses now require a certain level of a foreign language 

and more and more schools are now “bilingual”.  There 

are English and Spanish schools where an increasing 

amount of subjects are taught partly in English.  Job 

adverts often carry an English language requirement.  

Some schools have chosen French or German, but these 

are seen much more as a second foreign language, I 

suppose English is seen as more useful.   Nearly 

everybody aged 3 – 18 is likely to be actively learning 

English as are many university students and other adults 

looking to upskill and progress”. 

 

Where does Active Language go from here?  Well Simon 

tells me that one really exciting venture he is involved in 

is running the CertTESOL in Algeciras.  He says “ we 

are hoping that it will be the start of us running courses at 

different locations throughout the province and we are 

starting to offer other languages, hopefully German and 

French.  We have always wanted to be a language school 

offering several different languages and it ties in with our 

world view”. 

If you fancy a career change, why not contact Simon and 

his team at Active Language and think about becoming a 

teacher.  The courses are excellent and open to any age 

and you get to spend time in a truly wonderful city, while 

learning a new skill. 

 

Contact Active Language at:-www.activelanguage.net 

The school is located at Plaza Mina, 15, 2, Cadiz 

By telephone on 0034 956 221 426  

Contact Simon direct at simon@activelanguage.net 

Or follow the Active Language team on Facebook at 

Acticle Language Teacher Training or at LinkedIn and 

Twitter also. 

 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

Spain has a rising incidence of older women wanting to 

become mothers for the first time.  Only ten years ago, 

the age of a new mum would be 31 years, but now, more 

than half those attending anti-natal clinics are 35 years 

old and one fifth are over 40 years.   

 

Being an older mother carries considerable risk and the 

Sanitas hospital in Madrid say that the risk of having a 

child with chromosome alterations, such as Down´s 

Syndrome is 1% in the ordinary populous, but it rises to 

6% in mothers over 40. Likewise, deformities of the 

foetus are more common in older mums and up to 33% 

of pregnancies in mothers over 40 are considered to be 

high risk. 

 

Not only are the children at risk, pregnancy over 40 can 

cause high blood pressure, diabetes and haemorrhage.  

The risk of haemorrhage is due to the uterus not 

contracting as efficiently as in a younger woman which 

makes the risk of bleeding more likely. 

 

http://www.activelanguage.net/
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Thank you for reading our Newsletter, the next 

edition will be out on 1 December 2016.  

 

Please remember it is free to join our mailing 

list for the Newsletter and all you need do is 

register under Newsletter in the right hand 

column of our Home Page 

The rise in age of first time mothers has been brought 

about by people taking further education, following a 

career, unemployment during the Spanish recession etc 

and the result is elder women wanting to fulfil their 

desire to have a child.  As a result, the demand for 

fertility treatment and as a result Spain has the second 

highest incidence in Europe of multiple births. 

 

Specialists say it is rare for a woman over 40 to become 

pregnant naturally without any treatment because they 

have fewer eggs left and they can be of a poorer quality 

than those in a younger woman making it more difficult 

for fertilisation.  Hence, the demand is higher for egg 

donors, who are typically in the 20 – 30 year age range 

and even as young as 18 years, but conversely, new 

research in Sweden sees older women donating their 

wombs so younger woman, who have had to undergo 

hysterectomy, will be able to have children. 

 

However, surrogacy still remains a prickly subject and is 

illegal in Spain.   A 50,000 signature Change.org petition 

was raised in literally days, calling for surrogacy to be 

legalized. 

 

 

 

 


