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Newsletter 
 
Welcome to the 20th edition of the Cadizcasa newsletter. 

Spain continues to recover and we are seeing a strong 

flow of foreign buyers returning to Spain and investing in 

this much loved country.  Properties are moving, but still 

the prices are lifting slowly.  Sadly, I have seen a 

reduction in valuations on some properties from what 

they were last year and I hope this is not a sign of our 

government trying to cool the market.  Such a move too 

early, could be devastating. 

 

The new rental laws have caused some upsets.  Many of 

my clients applied in time for the 12 May deadline but 

did not receive their registration numbers.  Meeting upon 

meeting has taken place at all levels to try and get things 

banged in to shape but from where I am sitting, we seem 

to have more questions now than we did before.  It is 

certainly becoming clear that the law was not well 

thought out and will have to be amended in parts.  This 

topic is discussed later in the newsletter.  As for 

Cadizcasa, we are ready and up to speed to assist clients 

with the new law and to help smooth the road ahead.  

Our site will be able to accept the new codes from the 

Junta de Andalucia and we are we are providing a full 

booking service including the start-up packs, required 

contracts and police submissions. 

 

I think we will certainly see many changes over the 

coming year in the rental market and those agents who 

are prepared to meet the requirements of the new law 

should profit from their hard work, but for individual 

property owners to go it alone, will be hard and 

especially so for those who do not live in Spain.  Having 

gone international, where a holiday rental could be run 

from several thousand miles away, we are now going 

back to needing trained people on the ground and of 

course, that adds costs, so I think we will see properties 

going out of the market but of course, there are always 

new and energetic property owners who will come in to 

the market.  So, a time of change ahead.  We are also 

seeing an upturn in long term rentals something which 

we have always specialised in at Cadizcasa. Long term 

rental gives a projected income for, anywhere between 6 

months and 5 years.  The new law does not affect this 

option, so we are seeing some owners moving over to 

long term rental where they can relax and enjoy the 

monthly income. 

This month in the newsletter, we have our usual excellent 

money market update from James Baxter at Foremost 

Currency.  An exciting time for the money markets with 

the upcoming Brexit vote.  A lovely article about 

Frederico Vilaplana Valverde and the Veterinary 

Hospital in Cadiz, plus a look at the truth Behind The 

Night Manager. 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, our next additional 

will be out on 1 September. 

 
 Lesley McEwan, MD, Cadizcasa 

 

STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS 

 

Spain stands poised to change its traditional working day.  

The acting President Mariano Rajoy proposed ending the 

new working day at 6pm and the popular suggestion has 

now been passed by Parliament, with 140 for, 98 

abstentions and 10 against.   

 

Maria del Mar Angulo, of the PP party said that Spain 

has amongst the longest working hours in Europe and 

Spaniards are out of their homes longer than most other 

Europeans. 

 

However, the long hours may not be paying off as 

Spain´s productivity is less than many other countries in 

Europe.  It is thought that these long hours also cause 

stress, accidents and illness. 
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Maria del Mar has also suggested that Spain should 

change to GMT to bring them in line with other 

European countries such as UK, Portugal etc but there is 

no further news on this proposal at present. 

 

Companies will be encouraged to offer more flexible 

working hours and those who do will get kitemarks as a 

reward. 

 

THE NIGHT MANAGER FACT OR FICTION? 

 

I wrote in issue 16 of our Newsletter about why the 

Spanish banks want your info, why they feel the need to 

“know” you in order to do business with you and why 

some bank accounts had been suspended pending, 

“evidence” of your identity and income sources.  Telling 

people that it was all due to The Money Laundering and 

Terrorist Financing Act, only helped to cause yet more 

panic and we had nice, respectable couples from 

Cheltenham wondering how on earth the Spanish 

government, who welcomed them with open arms when 

they bought their holiday home, had now come to view 

them in the same light as money launderers and terrorists. 

The whole affair was generally deemed to be just another 

layer of red tape introduced to annoy the Johnnie 

foreigners, but have we actually arrived at a time in the 

world where we need to be cautious about who is moving 

money around? 

 

With the recent leak of the so called “Panama Papers”, 

things started to come in to focus as to just how much 

naughtiness is going on in the financial markets 

worldwide and how our banks are used to move dodgy 

funds around the world. 

 

A pretty good outline of what goes on in this rarefied 

atmosphere of less than clean banking practise,  was 

given in the highly acclaimed series The Night Manager,  

an adaptation from the book of the same name,  written 

by John Le Carre or David John Moore Cornwall as he 

was christened.  It was a good insight in to shell 

companies, money laundering, arms deals and the 

telephone number sums of illegal money, being 

transmitted around the world, right under the law 

enforcement and tax authority noses and all of this made 

possible by unwitting banks, plus individuals and 

companies with specific expertise who are prepared, for a 

good remuneration, to “facilitate” this financial 

irregularity. 

Sadly, Spain has had its fair share of financial 

irregularity, with black money sloshing around and much 

of it in the hands of those who really should be above 

such things.  A whole A list from the royal family and 

senior politicians down, have washed their financially 

irregular undies in public.   So, the Spanish tax authority 

is probably more nervous than most and keener than 

most to stem the flow of money OUT of Spain at a time 

when recovery is on the way and we need to keep money 

IN the country and make sure we are getting our cut of 

taxes on it.  

 

One of those who has already washed his undies in 

public is Mario Conde, the ex Banesto bank Chairman 

who spent a little time at his Majesty´s pleasure back in 

the late 90´s and early 00´s s after being found guilty of 

misappropriation of funds, fraud and forgery.   

 

These original charges followed a bank audit by the Bank 

of Spain who found that rather a lot of the bank´s money 

had gone walk about.  The sum was estimated to be 

around 26 million which had disappeared during Mr 

Conde´s Chairmanship of the organisation.  The case 

finally led to the closing of Banesto which was bought 

out by the Banco Santander. 

 

Much of the money was never recovered, however, Mr 

Conde, now in his late 60´s, is back in custody over an 

enquiry into the sum of 13 million euros, some of it 

allegedly from the initial fraud, which is thought to have 

been lying in non trading companies throughout Europe. 

Switzerland, UK and Luxembourg to name a few.  This 

money appears to have been drip fed back in to Spain via 

companies in other people´s names.  One of the 

companies alleged to have been used for the repatriation 

of the funds is Hogar y Cosmetica Española SA a leading 

beauty product supplier in Madrid.   
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Mr Conde´s daughter, son, son-in-law and several other 

acquaintances have been arrested and it is thought there 

will be more people involved.  Searches are being 

conducted at multiple premises to look for evidence. 

 

While Mr Conde has certainly been convicted once and 

who knows what will happen this time round, not 

everyone is in his league or the infamous Dicky Roper´s 

league, but tax avoidance is very much alive and well. 

 

On a more sinister note, the authorities know that terror 

cells are moving money around to finance their crimes 

worldwide.  The events in Paris make clear just how 

organised these groups can be and organisation, needs 

funding.   The  groups who committed these atrocities 

need money to rent accommodation, to buy fake 

documents, to pay for weapons, to pay off those, who 

otherwise may not wish to assist them and of course, to 

pay their recruits.  It is now known from subsequent 

intelligence, that the terrorists lived quiet lives, keeping 

below the radar, behaving normally, living in flats in  

normal suburban areas until they were brought out of 

their “sleeper cell” and wreaked havoc, killing numerous 

innocent people enjoying a night out at the weekend. All 

this was financed through a very well oiled machine, 

expert at moving illegal funds around the world without 

them being detected.  

 

While the majority of bank accounts with money being 

hidden from the tax man are not linked to terrorism and 

are merely a way of not paying due tax to the 

government in the country where the money was 

originally made,  all possibilities must be examined.  The 

extent of tax evasion and indeed tax fraud is unknown 

but it is thought to be massive.  

 

Tax avoidance has been a normal daily event in Spain for 

many years, in fact, people were considered to be mad 

who did not do a bit of work on the side for cash or buy 

cheaper by paying cash, but that attitude has changed 

dramatically in recent years.  Spain went through a hard 

recession and when people are not working, they are not 

paying in to the national coffers, this makes keeping the 

country on the rails hard and Spain certainly started to 

look for any hidden cash.  It brought in the much hated 

720 to tax foreign nationals resident in Spain, on their 

worldwide assets.  It started looking carefully at how 

much people spend compared to how much they said 

they earned and famously, high profile stores were 

targeted to see what was being spent by people claiming 

only to have an income of 12000 euros per year.   

While some may say that trying to liberate the odd bit of 

money here and there from the tax authorities is a game 

which some have played since the tax authority was first 

set up, the leaking of the “Panama Papers” suddenly  

made the public curious about just how many people do 

pay their correct taxes. 

 

It is a fact that there are companies out there, who offer 

advice to people wanting to avoid tax and facilitate them 

in that pursuit.  These organisations are, on the surface, 

respectable accountancy firms and wealth fund 

managers.  Up to the big media splurge, tax avoidance 

was a shady subject, kept in the shadows.   Suddenly it 

hit the spotlight and we all became very aware that many  

people are taking advantage of shell companies, off shore 

tax havens and the services of companies to limit tax 

liability.  While many of the devices used to cut a client’s 

tax liability are totally legal and legitimate, some 

companies have been accused of offering “additional 

services”, which stray in to areas of questionable 

professional standards. 

 

Many large organisations offering this type of service, do 

not know their clients, the clients use false names, false 

email addresses and business centre services, to protect 

their identities.   The money is passed through numerous 

accounts, in numerous countries and you would need to 

be a blood hound to follow it.  How much responsibility 

should large institutions have when it comes to knowing 

who they are dealing with and what their services are 

being used for?   Most right minded people would say 

that they have a hefty responsibility.   

 

How do they move these large sums of money around the 

world?  It often starts with the use of a tax haven or off 

shore jurisdiction.  Basically, this is a country or part of a 

country where taxes are extremely low or where tax is 

not charged.  Generally, they also offer secrecy about 
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your financial affairs and refuse to disclose information 

to other countries.  It is a system which helps individuals 

and companies to pay less tax in their own country, by 

effectively hiding their wealth.  There is also the 

possibility of opening shell companies, or companies 

which do not really have any trade in themselves.   A 

shell company is not illegal, they can also be used in 

company take overs or when a company wants to go 

public and they can be good devices when used correctly, 

but often, they are just used to manipulate the wealth of 

another company.  Having a shell company is not illegal 

either, but they are used in schemes to lower tax liability 

as in the Double Irish Arrangement, where they would 

move payments from a higher tax country to a lower tax 

country to obtain a tax advantage. 

 

Being an offshore jurisdiction or tax haven, if you prefer 

that term, is also not a criminal act.  Many exist such as 

the ones we have all heard of like Jersey and Guernsey 

but many others exist such as Malta, British Virgin 

Island, Hong Kong, Belize, Bahamas, Panama and even 

more exotic , Cook Islands, St Kitts and Nevis and 

believe it or not, Nevada, USA.   Yes, America is joining 

the ranks as a new style tax haven, due to their not 

having embraced the disclosure laws.  So instead of 

jetting off to the Virgin Islands or to their Swiss Bank, 

the new wave who want to stash their cash, just jump a 

plane to the good old US of A.  The list of places to stash 

your cash is endless.  In fact, if you go on line, one very 

helpful website, which will remain nameless,  has kindly 

made up a complete list and given them a rating number 

as to how carefully they will guard your secrecy.   

 

The Panama Papers has brought to light the names of 

some world leaders, former world leaders, politicians, 

public figures and a fair smattering of the A and B listers 

we all like to read about in Hello Magazine.  Iceland´s 

Prime Minister, Sigmunder David Gunnlaugsson, has 

stepped down following allegations that he had set up an 

offshore company, the names of the presidents of Russia, 

Ukraine and Pakistan got dragged in also, but who really 

gets hurt by these goings on?   

 

 

It has been common knowledge for a long time that 

people used offshore accounts and it would be wrong to 

tag everyone using such an account as a criminal but 

sadly, it would appear that some of the money held off 

shore is gotten from crime.  Whether it be drugs, 

prostitution, gun running, or some other unsavoury 

“business” the money has to go somewhere and of 

course, we should not forget developing and war torn 

countries being bled dry.  Countries where international 

aid is pouring in to help truly needy people and being 

immediately redirected to a handful of bank accounts in 

the names, or adopted aliases, of the so called leaders of 

those countries.  This is where off shore does get dirty, it 

gives these people the ability to rob their country blind.  

These are destabilised countries, and it is always easier to 

manipulate the government purse for one´s own benefit, 

when everyone has their eye on the bigger problem.  

Countries such as Libya and The Democratic Republic of 

Congo are but two to mention, where the people lived in 

poverty while funds were syphoned off shore. 

 

The benefit tax havens give of not being answerable,  

helps  even legitimate companies to hide large losses, this 

means that they can go on obtaining lending, at a time, 

when they are not on a stable business footing  and in 

doing that, they destabilise the markets and many of the 

money eagles believe that was part of what went wrong 

and finally led to the worldwide economic slump.  

Whether it did or not, may never be known, but when 

you have companies playing by the given rules of 

business and companies operating outside the rules, you 

immediately have an unlevel  playing field.   

 

The off shore institutions, who do partake of a bit of 

creative accountancy on behalf of their clients, not only 

help the wealthy hide their money, they are good enough 

to think up creative ways of limiting your tax liability in 

your country of residence, by offering schemes such as 

the K2.  This scheme was based in Jersey and aims to cut 

the person using it´s tax liability to 1% of their earnings.  

The scheme is described by the tax authorities as a 

“disguised remuneration scheme”, where the person is 

paid a loan rather than a salary, thereby avoiding tax.  

This scheme is legal, but it does have a questionable 

basis and one very famous comedian can testify that it 

was not a good idea in hindsight!  
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So, it is fair to say that Spain, who has its arms wide 

open to investors at this time in order to redevelop the 

country after the financial recession, should be very 

careful about who they do business with and who they 

allow to store funds within Spain.  The new wave of 

investors come from countries as diverse as Russia and 

China, and while many are innocent business people 

looking to expand and diversify, some, will be looking to 

hide their wealth from their home country tax authority 

or to move ill-gotten gains to a new location.  Sadly, as is 

always the case, in trying to control the influx of wealth 

to Spain, and the outflow of non-taxed monies, many 

innocent people who just want to keep enough in their 

bank account to pay for their meals out and the kids ice 

cream while on holiday, will be caught up in the new and 

far more inquisitorial security systems.   

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

The story of the Elias Garcia Martinez who painted, Ecce 

Homo or Behold The Man, in the Sanctuary of Mercy 

church in the town of Borja, has become famous 

worldwide after a well meaning, but not very talented, 

eighty odd year old local decided to give it a bit of a 

make over.  A tragic and one off happening you may 

think, but no, a rather bad castle restoration in Cadiz 

province has now added to the list of defaced historical 

works. 

 

Dating from the 9th century, the Matrera Fortress, built 

by Omar Ben Hafsun, in the town of Villamartin in the 

Cadiz Province had fallen on hard times and was little 

more than a ruin.   Locals claim that they repeatedly 

made the authorities aware of the impending collapse of 

the fortress, but no action was taken before the whole 

interior gave way and the upper floors fell through in to 

the vaults.  Years of heavy rain and the odd storm had 

done its work, weakening the building until it just could 

not stay upright any longer. 

 

While the idea of a restoration was welcomed, the 

outcome of it was ridiculed in the worldwide press and 

through social media.  The Architect, Carlos Quevedo 

who oversaw the restoration has come under heavy fire, 

for the considerable quantity of concrete used and words 

such as “botched” and “massacre” have been used to 

describe the end result of the restoration. Spain´s Cultural 

Heritage organisation,  Hispania Nostra has little good to 

say about the work. 

 

However, Mr Quevedo is keen to point out that his aim 

was to show the difference between new additions and 

the original structure and the differences can quite clearly 

be seen, much to the disgust of the local community. 

 

EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK 

 

It’s been an 

interesting three 

months for the 

pound as the UK 

braces itself for the 

EU referendum vote 

on the 23rd of June. 

Consequently, 

sterling has been on 

a rollercoaster ride 

against the other 

major currencies, 

dropping into the 1.23’s against the euro and the 1.38’s 

against the US dollar. Over the last few weeks the UK 

currency has staged a modest recovery, rising into the 

low 1.30’s against the single currency and the mid-1.46’s 

against the US dollar.  

 

Earlier in the quarter the Brexit campaign seemed to be 

gaining traction, with most opinion polls suggesting the 

leave campaign held a marginal lead against those voting 

to stay within the European Union. As a result, the pound 

quickly began losing ground to its major counterparts, 

dropping around 10 percent against a basket of currencies 

earlier in the year.  

The pound was also struggling as economic data releases 

from the UK suggested that the economic recovery was 

grinding to a halt as the current account deficit slipped to 

its widest margin in 60 years and retail sales figures and 

manufacturing production both fell sharply. As a result, 

the Bank of England revised UK growth figures 



Cadizcasa © 2011           www.cadizcasa.com 
 6 

downwards and poured cold water over expectations of 

an imminent interest rate rise, suggesting that monetary 

policy wouldn’t be tightened until inflation returned to 

2%. Most analysts are now forecasting this for mid-2018 

at the earliest. 

 

However, it hasn’t been all doom and gloom for the 

pound. Over the last few weeks the opinion polls have 

swung in favour of the remain campaign, backed by 

influential politicians, including Barack Obama and 

David Cameron. In a speech delivered following the 

Bank of England’s latest quarterly inflation report, Mark 

Carney expressed his concerns over the repercussions of 

a potential ‘Brexit’, highlighting the potential headwinds 

the UK economy would face if Britain voted to leave the 

European Union. Consequently, the opinion polls have 

swung in favour of the remain campaign and the pound 

has strengthened accordingly.  

 

Expats in Spain have expressed concern over the 

consequences of a potential Brexit, with healthcare cited 

as the main worry. Presently, as the UK is still part of the 

EU, expats may receive public healthcare through the 

Spanish healthcare system, who will then claim the 

expenses back from the NHS in the UK. If Britain were 

to leave the EU, the agreements between the NHS and 

European healthcare providers would have to be 

renegotiated and it’s likely that the outcome would not be 

so favourable.  

 

It’s also relatively easy to live in Spain at the moment as 

the open borders and free movement of people within the 

EU allow Brits to buy property and become resident in 

Spain without too much hassle. Again, if we were to 

leave the EU our terms would need to be renegotiated 

and in the future it may become much more difficult for 

Brits to settle in Spain. Of course, this is all speculation 

and the uncertainty is weighing heavily on the pound. 

Even though sterling has recovered somewhat, 

GBP/EUR is still 10 cents lower than where it was in 

early December. 

 

The recent devaluation in the pound will not have been 

well received by those living in Spain, drawing their 

income from the UK. Likewise, as the pound has 

weakened the price of Spanish property has become 

considerably more expensive for British buyers since the 

turn of the year. On the flip-side, the recent weakening of 

the pound represents an excellent opportunity for those 

looking to sell up in Spain and repatriate the proceeds of 

their property sale. 

 

If you have exposure to the increasingly volatile currency 

markets, and you’re concerned over the recent 

movement, contact James Baxter at the Foremost 

Currency Group for a free, no obligation consultation on 

+44 1442 892 062. Alternatively, send him an email at 

jsb@fcgworld.co.uk. 

 

Contact me today for a free, no obligation consultation 

on +44 1442 892 062 or email me directly at 

jsb@fcgworld.co.uk. 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

Spain goes back to the polls on June 26th, following over 

four months of non-fruitful negotiation between the 

various parties.  The election in December attracted only 

75% of those eligible to vote, to bother turning out to 

mark their paper and many think that the turnout for the 

new election could be lower still.  

Commentators fear that the public are complacent and a 

bit hacked off with the various parties fighting one 

another for political ground, rather than getting on with 

governing the country, and it is thought that the new vote 

may well mirror the old one, where the results were 

fragmented rather than split as has always been 

traditional in the past, between the two main parties.  

None of the parties managed to secure enough votes to 

form a government, nor did they have suitably strong 

relationships with other parties to form a coalition. 

As has been common in other countries, the government 

has always alternated between the PP and the PSOE, but 

attitudes are changing and this two horse race was 

shattered by the rise of Podemos, now the third largest 

holder of seats, with 69, compared with the PSOE´s 90 

and the PP´s 123.  Likewise, Ciudadanos which 

mailto:jsb@fcgworld.co.uk
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originated in the northern province of Catalunya almost 

10 years ago, stood for election across the country for the 

first time and romped home with 40 seats. 

 

This will be the first time that Spain has had to go to a 

second election in its democratic history. 

 

AS MAD AS A BOX OF FROGS 

 

There was considerable fear and trepidation prior to the 

unveiling of the new rental laws.  The greatest fear was 

that the government would outlaw rentals altogether, 

leaving many with a rental investment that they could no 

longer rent.  While, especially foreign buyers were 

encouraged to borrow off Spanish banks and buy a 

property for rental 10 years ago, the love affair with buy 

to rent seems to have waned a bit.  However, the law was 

announced and a wave of relief did run through the rental 

owners as they found out that they could continue to rent 

as previous but were required to fulfil a few 

requirements, That initial relief  has now turned a bit sour 

as the legal boffins got their teeth in to the legislation and 

started yanking bits off like an eagle feeding from a lump 

of carrion. 

 

The first and most confusing point is that this new law 

only applies to urbanised property, Therefore, it does not 

apply to the many unurbanised properties.  There seems 

to be some confusion on this point, in that people think 

they have to have a first occupation certificate for the 

new law to apply.  While this is technically correct, the 

real reason is the urbanised or non-urbanised situation.  A 

non-urbanised house will not have the certificate, but an 

urbanised house will have the certificate..  So while non 

urbanised property cannot apply to register under the new 

law, to keep the right side of the tracks, those properties 

can register under the earlier 2002 rural rental law.  The 

problem with this is that non urbanised property which 

does not have a first occupation certificate has not been 

inspected by the council and found to be of a habitable 

standard.  Therefore, making an application, and the 

inevitable inspection by the council, could bring all sorts 

of problems to the property owner. For instance, water 

supply.  Will the water supply from the well meet the 

required standards?  This is only one of the many 

problems which might be found.   Hence, I think it most 

likely that those who are non-urbanised, will do nothing 

and sit and wait to see what the government comes up 

with next. 

 

Without either a registration number under the new rental 

law, or a registration number under the old 2002 rural 

law, you cannot advertise a property for rental.  It has 

become clear that Spain has a phobia about the large 

rental websites such as HomeAway and Airbnb but this 

ruling not only applies to them, but to all means of 

advertising including magazines, newspapers etc.   

 

One of the stupidities, is the rule which says that a fixed 

cooling system, effectively aircon, must be installed.  

This is somewhat difficult in many of the protected town 

and city centres we have in Spain.  The local Townhalls 

protect our buildings in the historical areas with rules 

which state that no cables or pipes are to be run up the 

outside of the buildings and quite rightly.  We do not 

want our buildings defaced, nor do we want aircon 

machines humming away above our heads as we stroll 

along the nice cobbled streets.  In one case, the Townhall 

said that the owner could install aircon units but only on 

the roof of the building.  Quite how they were then meant 

to connect the machines to the indoor units without 

cables or pipes, I am not sure.  This rule however, does 

not apply until 12 May 2017, so I hope by then the 

government will have amended this particular clause. 

 

Then there is the even stranger case of Vejer de la 

Frontera. You know, the most photographed town in 

Andalucia, highly popular with tourism.  Well, 

apparently this very beautiful town is a “special case” 

and the new law does not apply, because it is more than 

1km from the sea and has a population of less than 20K 

but before you get too excited, a far stricter rule dating 

back to 2002 for rural property, does apply.   

Right now, you could be forgiven for thinking that you 

have been visiting another town called Vejer because, 

Vejer is most definitely not rural.  Rural to me always 

summons up visions of idyllic little farm properties with 

fields of lettuce and olive groves in between,  or perhaps 

a sleepy little village with one man, a dog and a bar.  
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Vejer is neither of these, it is a bustling commercial town 

and while many of the inhabitants are employed in the 

tourist trade, the town is not exactly bursting with hotels 

and hostels.  There are some excellent hotels and hostels, 

but not enough to support the number of bars and 

restaurants which have blossomed in the past 10 years, 

no to mention street cafes. So, the compliment of private 

rental apartments is a necessity to keep this town alive 

and to provide sufficient accommodation for the number 

of people who want to visit.  The anomaly is that this law 

has been around for 14 years and has largely been 

overlooked.  So, what does the Townhall do now?  Let’s 

wait and see.   

 

It would seem that this new law has been rolled out at 

speed to placate the hotelliers who have their panties in a 

twist about private rental robbing them of clients.  In 

their haste, they have failed to consider, many aspects of 

the new law when it comes to actually implementing it 

and making it work.  There is little doubt that sections of 

the law need to be looked at again and possibly changed. 

 

Having to go back over a law and alter it, says pretty 

clearly that it was not fit for purpose to begin with and 

that does not breed an air of confidence, that the law 

makers knew what they were doing in the first place.  

Suffice to say that many consider the Junta to be as mad 

as a box of frogs and find it hard to imagine that they 

cannot see the most likely outcome of this legislation.  

The world is a very big place and people can now visit 

many destinations cheaply, which provide sun, sea and 

sand, so surely a smile and welcome would be more 

suited to encouraging tourism, than endless forms to fill 

out and demands for identification.   

 

Very sadly, we were advised in May that Kyero.com, one 

of Spain´s largest property portals, would remove all 

holiday rental property from 1 June, due to the new law 

and a few other factors.  While they will continue to offer 

their excellent service for property sales and long term 

rentals, seeing such a large operator ending their holiday 

rental advertising is a blow to the industry. They have 

advertised holiday rental in Spain for many, many years 

and done a great deal for the holiday rental market,  

offering a wide selection of excellent properties to 

international tourists, so for them to have taken such a 

decision is extremely sad.   

 

While undoubtedly the errors in this new law will be seen 

in time, I always find Spain to be a particularly wilful 

child who needs to be allowed to run downhill and skin 

its knees before it accepts that it got it wrong, and on this 

occasion, that is wrong with a capital W! 

 

What are we doing at Cadizcasa?  We are offering the 

full package required by those who wish to register.  We 

can supply the initial start-up kits which have to be 

offered in each property.  We can produce the rental 

contracts, terms and conditions and we are registered to 

make the police reports on behalf of property owners.  As 

always, we will do whatever is required to make sure our 

property owners do not lose out. 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS… 

 

Nearly two thirds of the Spanish population agree that 

cannabis should be legalised not only for personal use 

but also for selling the drug, according to a recent survey.   

They see regulation as a means to control the quality of 

the product and help remove the drug from criminal 

elements who control the current illegal trade. 

 

While you are not supposed to “grow your own”, and it is 

not legal to do so, many do, and it is largely ignored.  

Even a field of the plants was accepted as being for “own 

use” by the farmer and no charges brought.   However, 

smoking in public is not allowed. 

 

It has become clear over the years that the demand 

continues unabated and all efforts to stop the trade have 

failed, so perhaps it is time to bring it out in the open and 

regulate it properly. 

 

There are many worries about the effects of the drug 

which can include mental health issues, paranoia, change 
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in personality and even schizophrenia.  While some 

claim that it can be the first step to a more hardened drug 

addiction.   

 

Ramon Morcillo, 29, of the group Responsible 

Regulation states that almost 10% of Spain´s population 

are cannabis users and believes that the subject should be 

open to debate but for any change to take place, there 

must be consensus.  He further feels that the only people 

to lose business would be the drug dealers, but even with 

two thirds supporting such a move, convincing society is 

difficult. 

 

FOR THE LOVE OF ANIMALS 

 

I first met Dr Frederico Vilaplana Valverde some 7 years 

ago.  We had just fed our dogs, it was later than normal, 

around 9pm and I noticed our Dalmatian, Harry, out in 

the garden behaving in a really odd way.  He was 

standing with his legs rigid and looked like he was trying 

to vomit.  I thought “oh well, there goes another meal 

prepared with loving care and thrown down his neck in 5 

seconds, about to reappear”.  He had always been a 

greedy dog and ate at a rate of knots I have never seen 

equalled.  Likewise, it was not the first time he had eaten 

so fast that he then vomited.  We tried numerous 

techniques to slow him down but we failed miserably.  

But this time, something just looked odd.  Thank 

goodness we paid attention because his desire to expel 

what was in his stomach, got greater and he started to 

drool but nothing came out.   

 

I phoned our normal vet but it was a Sunday evening so 

no reply at the surgery, I tried his mobile, and god bless 

him, he replied.  I told him what what was happening and 

he said, “you have very little time, I think he has a 

twisted stomach and if you do not get him to a vet, he 

will die”.  He said, “I cannot help you because I am away 

for the day out of Cadiz but phone the Vet hospital in 

Cadiz”.  I have never searched for a number so fast.  

They replied immediately and told us the same, “get here 

fast, or he will die”.  We loaded the wretcing Dalmation 

in to the car and headed off at speed.  Thanks to the 

sympathy of the Spanish people in general, a white rag 

waved frantically out of the car window, saw the Sunday 

crowds leaving the beach, move apart for us to pass at 

some speed.   

 

We got to the Vet Hospital, which is situated just at the 

entrance to Cadiz on the right down a short flight of 

stairs.   They were ready to receive us and by the time we 

arrived, the dog was nearly unconscious, he could not 

stand and his lips were turning purple.  Two minutes 

after we arrived, Frederico walked in the door, told us to 

sit down and went through to the operating theatre.  He 

had come all the way from his home in Chiclana and he 

came back a few minutes later and said that it was a 

twisted stomach, they were preparing the dog for surgery 

and did we give permission for him to operate.  It was a 

very worrying time, and we left our much loved dog in 

the hands of man we had never met before I, entrusting 

him to save Harry´s life.  Frederico called us at 3.30am to 

say he had just finished operating, some 5 hours after we 

left the dog with him, and the stomach was back in place 

and now stitched to the ribcage to prevent a repeat 

perforamance.  He had checked all the gut and there was 

no sign of it having started to necrose as can happen 

when the blood supply is cut off as the stomach twists, 

the vital organs seems fine  and everything was back in 

place but he could say no more.  Only time would tell 

and we should phone the next day for an update.  

 

Over the following ten days, it was up and down and 

Harry remained in the hopspital, but every day Frederico 

answered our call personally, and told us what was 

happening.  Harry survived and lived many more years 

but I was a bit surprised, when on a routine check-up, we 

walked past the building site on our way to the Vet 

Hospital and all the workmen knew him by name and 

wanted to know how he was getting on.  That was odd 

enough, but when we stopped at the local bar for coffee, 

Harry was already a known customer!  The barmen told 

us that Frederico used to walk him every day past the 

building site and up to the bar once he got back on his 

feet.   Frederico would have his coffee and Harry would 

sit beside him.  He was never a dog that liked being 

inside so I guess Frederico worked that out and this was 

his little break from the hospital and having to lie in a 

cage.  How many vets would take your dog out for a 

walk each day while they were in hospital? 
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I was delighted to get the opportunity to ask Frederico 

about his life and his work.  I wanted to know why he 

became a vet.  He said “I always loved animals.  I used to 

ride horses and keep dogs from when I was very young.  

When I grew up, I decided that a life with animals would 

suit me and I decided to go to the Veterinary Faculty at 

Cordoba University to train as a vet.   Every summer in 

my holidays from University, I went to France to train, 

working with pets.. 

 

 

Frederico Vilaplana Valverde at the Vet Hopital Cadiz 

with one of his patients 

While I was at Cordoba University, I met my wife, Lola, 

who was also studying Veterinary Surgery.  Lola now 

works with me at the Veterinary Hospital in Cadiz.   In 

time when the children came along, I realised that our 

love of animals had been passed on to them.  One of my 

sons graduated also from Cordoba in 2008 and  is now a 

vet”.  Like his father, Frederico junior, worked in France 

and also the Netherlands.   He is about to start work at 

Purdue University, in Indiana, USA,  in the radiology 

department, which is his specialist subject and we wish 

him well with the new posting. 

 

The Vet Hosptial was founded at the beginning of the 

1980´s and initially offered general surgery and 

endoscopy.  Over the years, Frederico, Lola and their 

team have dealt with many difficult cases but Frederico 

remembers very fondly working with public 

administrations and having to treat exotic animals such as 

monkeys and dolphins.  While his work now is domestic 

pets, he has had a wide experience.  Frederico is a highly 

respected veterinary surgeon and is the President of the 

College of Veterinary Surgeons for Cadiz. 

 

Much is written about the care of animals in Spain and 

not all is very complimentary, so I was keen to know if 

Frederico thought that things had improved over the 

years.  Certainly living here, there seems to have been an 

explosion of pet owners, with well groomed, well fed 

dogs on leashes and likewise, the fondness for cats seems 

to have grown.  Frederico is very positive on this point, 

and feels that the consideration and care of animals has 

improved at all levels not only with the general public.  

This is supported by new legislation to make “cosmetic 

surgery” on animals illegal such as tail docking and ear 

cutting and one Spanish town has declared dogs to have 

rights in the same manner as humans, and forbids cruel 

or demeaning acts towards a dog. 

 

Frederico is keen that pet owners keep their animals 

healthy and recommends that you take your pets to the 

vet periodically for a check-up, especially in areas where 

there are endemic diseases such as heartworm and 

leishmaniosis.  Heartworm is a very real threat to animals 

in the south of Spain.  It is carried by the mosquito in the 

form of larvae which are ingested by the mosquito when 

it bites an infected animal and sucks blood.  In time, the 

larvae appear in the salivary gland of the mosquito and 

when the mosquito bites another animal, the larvae are 

injected in to the animal.  If left untreated, it can be a 

truly devastating disease.  Leishmaniosis is carried by the 

sandfly mosquito, it is a parasitic disease and can be 

fatal.  In order to pass on the disease, the sandfly 

mosquite has to bite an infected dog to begin with, it then 

proceeds to bite another dog and transmits the disease in 

that fashion.   Leishmaniosis cannot be cured, but it can 
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be very effectively treated and if found soon enough, 

many years of remission can be achieved and a dog can 

have a very happy and normal life. 

 

For the future, Frederico would like to see more animals 

brought in to schools so children can learn from early on 

how to care for animals and how to interact with them.  

 

 

A rescue dog visits the elderly  

 

He also believes that animals should be taken to hospitals 

and homes for the elderly, perhaps also to prisons.  He 

firmly believes that our health and wellbeing is directly 

affected by animals and the strong links between human 

and animal. 

 

Not only is Frederico a fine vet, he is a compassionate 

human being and has rescued many animals himself who 

now live with him and Lola.  Curcuma (Turmeric) was so 

named after the colour of her coat but when Lola and 

Frederico spotted her in undergrowth at Puerto Real, she 

was in a poor state. They picked her up to take her to the 

Hospital and see if she had a microchip and to contact the 

owner. 

 

There was no microchip, so they gave her food and water 

and started to do a full examination to establish her actual 

condition.  Thery took blood tests which showed that she 

had Leishmaniosis and Filariosis diseases which can be 

treated, but the true horror of Curcuma´s past  became 

apparent when they did x-rays and found that she had 

multiple airgun pellets lodged in her head, body and 

especially her paws where they found over 60. 

 

 

 

Just one of Curcuma´s paws riddled with airgun pellets 

 

 It was a miracle she had survived the cruelty and 

illtreatment she had suffered. Yet, she never made a 

sound or protested as they did all the tests and z-rays, nor 

did she move when she was put in a nice warm bath and 

bathed.  Her docile charcter was unbelievable and 

Frederico thought she was highly intelligent and actually 

understood that they were helping her.  Her illnesses 

have been treated and Curcuma now enjoys a wonderful 

life of freedom and love.  She frequently visits schools 

and the elderly with Frederico. 
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Thank you for reading our Newsletter, the next 

edition will be out on 1 September 2016.  

 

Please remember it is free to join our mailing 

list for the Newsletter and all you need do is 

register under Newsletter in the right hand 

column of our Home Page 

 

Curcuma as she looks now, healthy and full of life 

Everyone at the Vet Hospital Cadiz works hard and 

Frederico says that the best thing about his work is “the 

satisfaction of the recovery of my patients and the 

happiness of the owners”.  Not only is Frederico a very 

talented vet, he is a generous and kind man, who cares 

for his patients but also understands their owner´s needs 

as well. 

Contact the Veterinary Hospital Cadiz  

Avda. Ana de Viya, 5 - 11009 CADIZ 

Tel.: 956 25 49 51 

Fax: 956 25 51 58 

E-mail: cadiz@colvet.es 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

Cuba and Spain have signed an agreement which will 

allow them to work together to improve and develop 

much needed modern infrastructure in Cuba.  Cuba was a 

former colony of Spain after Christopher Columbus 

arrival in 1492. 

Ana Pastor, Spanish minister for public works, signed the 

agreement in La Habana.  The deal is to manage road and 

rail transport, maintenance of trains and airport 

management. It also means that Spain will assist in the 

financial structure of road, air, sea and rail facilities and 

it will provide engineers and assist in the recruitment of 

other professionals to develop this sector within Cuba. 

 

Spain has helped greatly in opening up foreign 

investment in the, up till now, almost closed country and 

has paved the way for political talks with the EU.   

 

The outstanding debt between Spain and Cuba is to be 

called “an investment” now and Cuba is open to foreign 

funding and international relations after Barack Obama, 

the American President lifted the embargo on Cuba.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


