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I am delighted to report, that the property market 

continues to move and is gathering pace.  It is good to 

see sellers getting their houses sold and being able to 

move on and to welcome the new wave of investors to 

Spain, all geed up and keen to explore this vast and 

wonderful country.  Prices are starting to rise but at a 

very slow pace and the banks are now fully back on 

board even lending on rustic property again, but still with 

high rates and stern proof of income requirements, which 

will certainly frighten some clients away. 

 

The new rental laws have now been adopted by the Junta 

de Andalucia and we give an update on that in this issue.  

Apologies for the length of the article but we felt it was 

important to give an overview. We also have a very 

important update from Templecambria Solicitors in Conil 

on the transitional rules.  I have had several panic emails 

with people concerned that they may not be able to 

continue renting.  You can rent, but you now have to 

register and meet certain basic standards.  So have a look 

at our rental guide starting on page 2 for full information. 

What agents will do to help their rental clients comply 

with the new rules remains to be seen. My advice is 

comply with the regulations, they are not going to go 

away and the government will undoubtedly make 

examples of those who do not heed the warning. 

 

In this issue, we have a great money market insight from 

James Baxter, on a money market which is going up and 

down like a swing at present.   and a colourful look at the 

Gitano people and how they have helped shape 

Andalucia into what it is today, while adding a great 

dollop of colour and life to this beautiful region.   

 

I was very surprised and delighted to be told that we have 

4 times the normal industry readership for our newsletter. 

Thank you to all our readers for that and thank you also 

for the very kind emails I receive after each issue.  We 

will continue to bring you up to the minute news, legal  

 

and tax advice and of course, an insight to the Costa de la 

Luz and its many interesting people and wonderful 

attractions.  As always, we are delighted to receive any 

feedback from you, our readers, which will help us to 

improve the newsletter content and give you more of 

what you want to read. 

 

Lesley McEwan, MD, Cadizcasa 

 

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

Iran and Spain are talking about the possible construction 

of an oil refinery in Algeciras according to an 

announcement by Jose Manuel Garcia-Margallo, the 

Foreign Minister.  This proposal comes days after the 

economic sanctions against Iran were lifted. 

 

The refinery would be constructed using Spanish labour 

and it is hoped that this is the first of many such 

agreements between the two nations.  The sanctions on 

exports from Iran were lifted after a deal was struck to 

curb the Islamic republic´s nuclear ambitions. 

 

According to Iran´s deputy Oil Minister Abbas Kazemi, 

Iran plans to significantly raise its output by 500,000 

barrels a day and to restructure it´s oil industry following 

the lifting of the sanctions.  Iran sees Spain was an ideal 

partner to assist them. 

 

Mr Margolla stated “What we see here is a new chance 

for the region to stabilize and for our companies to secure 

good business opportunities.  Our political relationship 

with Iran is very good because we moved faster than 

other countries and are now very well placed for future 

business”. 
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The new refinery would certainly boost employment in a 

region which has the highest unemployment figures in 

Spain and the facility would be able to refine 200,000 

barrels a day almost the same amount as the San Roque 

refinery produce for Cepsa.   

 

However, the Destruccion del Medio Ambiente has 

launched a change.org petition to scupper the plans 

stating that Algeciras already has a large amount of 

pollution and the highest rate of cancer in the country. 

 

THE NEW RENTAL LAWS NOW BEING 

ADOPTED BY ANDALUCIA  

 

The long awaited rental law has now come in to being for 

Andalucia.  In the form of the Decreto 28/2016, de 2 

febrero.  As expected, its publication has been met with a 

wave of panic and confusion amongst holiday home 

owners.  So I will quickly put you out of your misery and 

say, that YES, you can continue to rent your property, 

but you do have to comply with certain terms. 

 

Why has this new law been brought in?  Within the pre-

amble to the new law is says that the Comprehensive 

Tourism Plan 2012 – 2015 stated that “there has been an 

ever increasing use of private accommodation in 

tourism”.  The face of tourism has been changing since 

the turn of the century.  From 2000 onwards, we saw a 

different type of tourism, a much more self-sufficient 

client who wanted to do their own thing.   People moved 

away from hotel based holidays, they did not want to be 

herded in to dining rooms which looked like school 

refectories, or told that they had to stay out of their rooms 

between certain hours for the purposes of cleaning.  The 

attraction of white flesh being barbecued in the Spanish 

midday sun,  lined up like sardines on the hotel sunbeds, 

was on the wain.   The new breed wanted to explore in 

their own time,  and under their own steam.  They 

wanted to go native and eat in proper Spanish restaurants 

where the locals ate and they wanted to experience 

Spanish life as it really is, not that hybrid,  EuroSpain we 

used to peddle to them in the 70´s and 80´s. 

 

The pre-amble further goes on to say,  their aim is to 

prevent unfair competition, and to regulate and ensure a 

quality of service to tourists. To establish minimum 

guarantees of quality and safety for people using tourism 

services.   I think the point may have been missed here,  

because it seems pretty obvious to me that people are 

moving because they are not getting the quality of 

service they want in the other sectors and the massive 

increase in private holiday rental suggests that people 

have found what they want in private letting.  So perhaps 

the best thing to do, would be to support and help those 

who are actually providing what people do want and 

what they are prepared to spend their hard earned cash 

on. 

 

Yet another rather odd claim is that they are aiming to 

protect the environment and urban environment and the 

impact this type of tourism has on it.  I am no genius, but 

I somehow think that providing building licences to build 

large hotels accommodating hundreds of people, not to 

mention, their carbon footprint, is not the best way to 

protect your environment.    

 

The law does not affect a property rented to the same 

person for 2 months or more, i.e.  a long term rental.  It 

only affects short term letting where people rent for a few 

days or weeks and it only applies to single or double 

rental units.  A group of properties consisting of three or 

more units, owned by the same owner, located within the 

same building or neighbourhood,  which are located 

within a 1km radius of each other, will be classified as 

Touristic Apartments and will be subject to Decree 

184/210 of 20 April. 

 

In order to continue renting, you will have to register, 

receive a registration number and comply with the 

following points:- 

 

- The number of people allowed to use a rental 

property will be the capacity which is shown in 

the habitation certificate. Therefore adding sofa 

beds or inflatable beds to increase capacity will 

be a no-no.  Due to the unique situation we have 

in Andalucia with many properties not holding a 
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habitation certificate, some of the Townhalls, 

namely Conil, are currently looking at offering 

an alternative document to cover this gap but it 

will depend on the local Townhall as to how they 

deal with this and a property without a habitation 

certificate cannot join the register and is exempt 

from renting at this time. 

-  

- All rooms require to have direct light and 

ventilation and have coverings for the windows 

by way of blinds or curtains. 

 

- The property must have suitable furniture, 

equipment and utensils and in sufficient quantity,  

for the number of people occupying the property. 

 

- Properties available for rental from May to 

September must have a cooling systems in all 

bedrooms and the lounge, this must be a fixed 

system not a portable system.    

 

- Those operating from October to April must 

have a heating system in all bedrooms and 

lounge and it must be a fixed system not a 

portable system.   This is not compulsory when 

the property is located in a building classed as 

“of Cultural Interest” or where the modification 

or building work for such an installation is 

prohibited.  

 
-  

(Most importantly, you do not need to do all the work at 

one time.   Owners will be given one year i.e. to 12 May 

2017 to make these costly and time consuming  

alterations to their property). 

- A full first aid kit must be supplied. 

 

- Tourist information must be supplied either in 

paper or electronic format.  This must include a 

map of the local area, information on restaurants, 

cafes, shops and food stores, the closest parking 

to the house, medical services, public transport 

and general guides to the local area. 

 

- A complaints book must be made available as 

well as a sign saying that a book is available. 

 

- There is a mandatory clean before the entry of 

new tenants. 

 

- Clean bedding and linen must be made available 

and a changeover set also supplied. 

 

- Clients must be given a contact telephone 

number where any issue or question can be dealt 

with immediately. This can be the property 

owner or their representative. 

 

- You must supply operating instructions for all 

appliances and devices. 

 

- You must inform clients of any restrictive rules 

such as those which apply to  smokers and pet 

owners 

 

The law then goes on to describe what you need to do 

when a new client arrives to stay in the property.  

 

- You must supply a document,  stating the name 

of the owner.  The alphanumeric registration 

code of the property which is shown in the 

Registry of Tourism of Andalucia, you must 

confirm the number of people allowed to occupy 

the property, the dates of entry and exit and the 

total price plus the phone number as described 

above for the person to be contacted regards 

issues or questions.  One copy of this must be 

signed by the clients and retained by the 
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owner/agent for one year and made available to 

the authorities if requested.   

 

- If, not otherwise specified by the owner, the 

entry time will be 16.00 hours and the departure 

time will be 12.00 hours. 

 

- The landlord or agent must show the clients 

around explain the use of the various appliances 

within the property and supply them with pass 

cards and security codes as necessary. 

 

- All clients must provide a copy of their 

identification, passport or identification card, not 

only for the person who made the booking but 

for everyone who will be staying in the property. 

 

- Prices quoted must be inclusive of water, 

electricity, heating and aircon, also cleaning , 

bedding and linen.  It is compulsory to handover  

receipts/invoices for every payment made 

including the reservation fee to a guest. This 

renders unusable, any form of meter in the 

property where a client has to purchase cards in 

order to top up their credit to use the heating or 

cooling system. 

 

- All contractual terms must be clearly laid out in 

advance and any penalites. 

 

The landlord is free to decide on any of the following 

points providing the client agrees (price, booking, 

reservation deposit and cancellation terms.  If these are 

not worded in to the agreement, then by default, the 

standard rules apply, which are:- 

 

- A maximum reservation fee of 30% of the total 

price 

 

- If a booking is cancelled over ten days before 

arrival a 50% refund of the reservation fee must 

be returned to the client. 

 

- If the cancellation happens in under 10 days, 

100% of the reservation fee may be withheld by 

the owner/his agent. 

 

- If the owner require to cancel, he can do so 

without penalty over 10 days in advance prior to 

the date of arrival. 

 

- If the cancellation is made under 10 days prior to 

arrival, the guest must be compensated 30% of 

the final total price. 

 

- If the cancellation is due to unforeseen event, 

both the client and owner are exempt from 

paying compensation to the other party.  Such 

instances would be flash flooding, earthquake, 

strong winds, general strike. 

 
If you provide at the time of booking, your terms and 

conditions for the above, then you do not have to comply 

with the government rules.  However, if you do not 

supply to the client, your terms and conditions for 

payments, arrival times etc, the government rules will 

apply. 

 

These are the rules and regulations.  One thing is for 

sure, you need to register.  The register is being called 

the ATR which stands for Andalucia´s Tourism Registry 

and in order to join the Register, you will be required to 

supply the following:- 

 

- Property address, catastral reference, number of 

potential guests, which is required to match the 

habitacion certificate which you also need to 

supply. 

 



Cadizcasa © 2011           www.cadizcasa.com 
 5 

- The owners´s personal address and the address 

for official notifications. 

 

- Full information for the management agency or 

designated person if the owner does not wish to 

deal personally with clients.  The owner is 

responsible for ensuring that the ATR is updated 

of any changes so the information held remains 

accurate at all times. 

 

We understand that registration will be open on 11 

May 2016 for Andalucia. 

 

Once your inscription is made, details will be passed to 

the local Townhall and the alphanumneric code allotted 

to your property must be displayed on all advertising and 

publicity material i.e. internet, brochures, magazine 

adverts, rental advertisements. 

 

There are some, but very few exemptions from the new 

law: 

 

- You are exempt if the property is let to friends or 

family without an exchange of money. 

-  

- As discussed previously, when a property is let 

for more than two consecutive months to the 

same person that is regarded as long term letting. 

 

- Properties on rustic land, as these are subject to 

their own legislation under Decree 20/2002. 

 

- Also mentioned previously, landlords who own 

three or more properties in the same building or 

within 1km of each other. This is not good news 

at all, as these properties will now be covered by 

the much  harsher Decree 194/2010 (Tourist 

Apartments) which basically says that these 

properties are regarded as a hotel.  They are 

subjected to much stricter regulations i.e.that an 

owner cannot use the property for more than 2 

months per year and that they must give the 

management of the units to a professional 

company for a minimum period of 10 years!!   

 

Now, here the otherwise relatively clear law becomes a 

bit vaguer when dealing with who this law affects.  It 

says that it is for property located on residential land, in 

Andalucia,  rented out to tourists regularly for short term, 

holiday lets (days, weeks, up to 2 months), where a 

reservation system is in place and enabled, i.e. the 

property is visible to clients and they can book or where 

the property is advertised on specialist media by 

companies who intermediate between landlords and 

tenants in exchange for commission or payment such as 

travel agencies, real estate agencies, holiday rental 

websites such as Airbnb, HomeAway etc.  

 

As is always the case, if you cannot bend the child by 

reason, use a rod!  Fines and sanctions have been put in 

place, ranging from 2000€ to 150000€ and there is also a 

possibility that they may stop you renting at all if you 

really upset them or commit repeated offences.  Some 

may try to continue renting without applying for the 

necessary registration but those not registered, either 

under this new legislation or the older law dating to 2002 

for rural property will shine like a sore thumb on the 

pages of the online rental agents and if Spain has the will, 

people could be prosecuted in the future. 

 

For those not in a position to handle their rental property 

requirements under the new law, personally,  Cadizcasa 

will be offering a complete package service in due course 

and further information can be obtained by contacting us 

at info@cadizcasa.com  

 

The fact an alphanumeric code is going to be allocated to 

each property once registered makes hiding a bit difficult 

should an owner think that might be a solution.  It is 

widely believed that the Spanish government are using 

internet crawlers, also sometimes called spiders, to 

systematically search the web looking for property which 

mailto:info@cadizcasa.com
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does not show a registration code and is, in their eyes, 

advertising illegally. Of course, finding an ad for a house 

in Medina Sidonia for holiday rental, with a UK mobile 

number and a contact named  for instance Jacki, does not 

lead them straight to your door, but it certainly gives 

them a good lead.  The internet holiday rental portals are 

currently hiding behind data protection which prevents 

them giving personal details to third parties but whether 

the Spanish government will find a way around that 

obstacle, only time will tell and you have to consider 

whether holiday makers will want to book a property 

which they do not see as having been “approved” by the 

local government.  So, it may affect bookings for those 

who decide to lay low and hope this whole affair goes 

away.  Of all the laws I have seen brought in to Spain 

over the past 16 years, this is the most heavily backed 

law.  It seems that the Junta are determined to make this 

law work so beware. 

 

Registration has been in place in Catalonia for some time 

now and the Catalan government certainly seems to have 

the hump with the modern way of renting through 

international property portals and their angst with 

companies such as Airbnb and HomeAway has 

culminated in them taking cases against both with fines 

of 30K.   

 

Airbnb has responded by arguing the benefits they 

provide to cities and their residents.  They cite the 

financial benefit home rental offers to hard up property 

owners.  In the case of Barcelona, one study cited by the 

company found that 75% of those renting homes out 

through Airbnb have incomes below the national 

average. It is my experience with non-resident property 

owners, that they rent in order to cover the costs of 

keeping a second home abroad, a pastime, supported and 

encouraged by past Spanish governments in order to 

bring foreign money in to the country and support local 

trade. 

 

A recent report suggested that this company alone had 

brought 4000 new jobs to the city and 128 million euros 

per annum in revenue. 

 

I therefore,  find it very sad to read some of the 

comments made by Reme Gomez, of the Barri Gotic 

neighbours  association in Barcelona´s Gothic quarter.  

She says “people are making money and the rest of us are 

paying for it”.  Her organisation has spent 10 years 

calling for a complete ban on private tourist lets.  She 

claims that “in many cases the flats are used as a place to 

party, following many of the apartments in her own 

housing block having become tourist holiday lets.  She 

goes on to say " rowdy drunkenness aside, there's an 

inherent conflict between the schedules of locals, who 

often work and have children, and those of tourists, she 

added that “tourist flats oblige the rest of us to live in a 

hotel, but without any of the same conditions”  she says 

“if you´re in a hotel and its 2am and the other guests are 

being too loud or vomiting in the stairwell, you can call 

someone to deal with it.  Here no”.  Antisocial behaviour 

whether it is by a local or a tourist is a police matter if it 

affects the wellbeing and peace of the neighbours and I 

am a bit bewildered that there is nothing said about their 

involvement here.   I do sympathise with the nuisance 

aspect, I come from a tourist city myself and am well 

aware of the behaviour of some people when they are out 

of their home environment and think they are 

“anonymous”, but  to prevent tourists enjoying the 

spectacle of some our most beautiful European cities 

because a very small minority of tourist cannot behave in 

a civilised way, would be a tragedy and something which 

I do not feel anyone has the right to impose.  

  

The answer is to take to task the property owners for 

failing to control their rental clients, not to shut down 

tourism and deny many the chance to see a fabulous area 

of a truly spectacular city. 

 

Not everyone is so anti tourism,  Amsterdam was one of 

the first cities to pass an “Airbnb friendly law”.  New 

legislation was created, with the sharing economy in 

mind, that permits residents to rent out their homes for up 

to two months of the year for up to four people at a time.  

Owners must pay the relative taxes including tourist tax. 

A bill was also passed in France legalising short term 

rentals of primary residences, a great boost for Paris 

tourism.  Certainly in areas of the UK a property is rates 

exempt so long as it is advertised for holiday lets on a 

holiday portal or with a rental agent. 
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Spain has had it tough for the past 7 years, we need to 

open up to tourism, not shut down to it and our 

government needs to get with the modern world and stop 

looking at holiday rental portals as if they are the 

gateway to the underworld.  After all, its not that long 

since the man at the back of the “New Wheel  Invention 

Exhibition” was muttering that we did not need a round 

thing to move stuff about more easily, his dad didn’t 

have one nor did his grandad, and they did just fine! 

 

 

 

Templecambria the Conil based firm of solicitors,  have 

very kindly provided the following statement regarding 

the new Decreto 28/2016, of 2 february and the 

transitional arrangements:- 

Transitional Arrangements Decree 28/2016 of 2nd 

February 

 

The Decree 28/2016 on 2nd February applies to homes 

located on residential land in Andalucía, which will be 

rented for a fee, on a regular basis and for tourism. 

These rules shall apply only from 11th May 2016. Until 

that date, in the following situations, the property will be 

affected: 

 

1. If the property is rented or has reservations from 

the 11th May, this regulation applies and the owner must 

declare their property to the Ministry of Leisure and 

Tourism of the Junta de Andalucía. Housing must meet 

the standard requirements set out in the legislation. (Have 

an occupational licence, furnished, first aid box, tourist 

information, housekeeping, linen, contact telephone 

number for queries.) 

 

2. If the property is rented or booked prior to 11 

May 2016 and the occupation takes place prior to this 

date, the regulations do not apply and so  compliance 

with its requirements is not necessary. (Declaration of the 

property, housing registration and conditions of property 

don’t have to be met). 

 

3. If the property is rented or booked prior to 11 

May 2016 but the occupation takes place after that date, 

the rules apply and the owner must make a declaration to 

the Ministry of Leisure and Tourism of the Junta de 

Andalucía to make sure that the property is registered. 

The property must then also meet the standards set out in 

the guidelines. (Have an occupational licence, furnished, 

first aid box, tourist information, housekeeping, linen, 

contact telephone number for queries.) 

 

However, in the latter case, the provisions of Article 7 

and 8 do not apply, which state the obligation of the 

tenant to sign a contract. (7.1) the obligation to have a 

logbook with current entries (7.2) the obligation to keep 

all the contracts (7.3) record time of entry and exit (7.4) 

the obligation to inform tenants about the operation of 

appliances (7.5) the set conditions for price, reservations 

and cancellation. (8) 

 

Finally, it should be noted that properties are not legally 

required to have air conditioning or heating until 11 May 

2017. 

The Junta de Andalucía has reported that registration 

requests (responsible statements) submitted before the 

11th May will be admitted but a resolution will 

automatically be sent to owners on which it is agreed to 

´suspend the processing of the registration in the Tourism 

Register of Andalucía´ until 11th May 2016 . After that 

date, the registration process will continue. 

 

This document was prepared by Francisco Javier Gomez 

Calvo, Solicitor, Templecambria Solicitors, Conil. 

  

If you have any questions regards the new rental laws, 

please send them to me, Lesley McEwan, at Cadizcasa, 

info@cadizcasa.com  
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STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

Spain´s national car company SEAT insist that they had 

no part in the “dieselgate” scam where Volkswagen 

vehicles and associated brands were fitted with illegal 

software to disguise CO2 and nitrous oxide emmissions. 

 

The Board of Directors state that production line workers 

were not allowed to touch engines or the programme 

which runs them. The finished vehicles were then 

imported direct to Germany, so none of the fitters or 

managers had any way of knowing if engineers had been 

tampered with before they arrived for fitting at the 

factory, nor after they reached their final destination. 

 

The company have offered to demonsttrate the SEAT 

production line to the Station Prosecution Service and 

even to show how the engines are fitted in to the 

vehicles.   

 

These offers and statements were made at a meeting in 

Madrid´s National Court in response to prosecutors 

announcing plans to ask for copies of documents and 

emails from the German court which may, or may not, 

show that SEAT officials know about the emissions 

rigging. 

 

The National Court Magistrate, Ismael Moreno has 

ordered Volkswagen to reveal the name of the company 

who masterminded the emissions masking software. 

 

The case commenced when the anti-corruption campaign 

group,  Manos Limpias (clean hands),  presented a legal 

action against a number of Spain´s Volkswagen Group 

Directors for crimes against consumers, the environment 

and the tax authorities, plus fraud and forgery.  

 

 

 

EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK 

 

What a difference a 

few months can make. 

In my last article for 

the previous edition of 

this newsletter, I 

mentioned that the 

GBP/EUR rate was 

not far from an 8-year 

high, trading well 

above 1.40. Over the 

last few months, since 

the beginning of December, the GBP/EUR exchange rate 

has fallen 14 cents and is now trading at 1.28 at the time 

of writing.  

 

So, why has GBP/EUR dropped so much? 

Over the last couple of months the economic figures 

published for the UK have been pretty poor, with growth 

forecasts revised downwards and inflation remaining 

close to zero percent. With this in mind, the Bank of 

England has suggested that interest rates will remain at 

the current record low of 0.5% for longer than most 

analysts had previously anticipated. In a speech 

following the recent Quarterly Inflation Report, Mark 

Carney, the current governor of the Bank of England, 

said the MPC would not consider a rate rise until 

inflation in the UK returned to the Bank’s target rate of 

2%. With the price of oil still hovering around $30 a 

barrel, inflation is expected to remain subdued for some 

time, with most analysts now expecting the rate rise in 

2018 or later. The realisation that we won’t see any shift 

in monetary policy for another couple of years has 

weighed heavily on the pound, significantly weakening it 

in the process.  

 

The pound has also struggled with the uncertainty over 

the outcome of the proposed EU referendum, as David 

Cameron remains locked in negotiations with EU leaders. 

The uncertainty has helped the pound on its way to a 14 

cent loss against the euro, reminiscent of the UK 

currency’s performance during the build up to both the 

general election in 2015 and the Scottish referendum in 

2014. Markets don’t like uncertainty, and with the 
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outcome of the referendum hanging in the balance, 

investors currently have no reason to back the pound.  

 

This is all great news if you’re considering selling a 

property in Spain and repatriating the proceeds to the 

UK. €200,000 converted back into sterling at today’s 

exchange rates would net you over £15,000 more than 

the same conversion back in early December. Of course, 

the opposite is also true for those looking to buy in Spain. 

The euro has become significantly more expensive to buy 

with sterling. However, it’s not all doom and gloom for 

those looking to buy in Spain. The exchange rate to 

convert sterling into euros is historically still pretty good. 

At the height of the financial crisis GBP/EUR traded 

close to parity, so the current exchange rate is relatively 

high. Property prices in Spain are also still quite low, 

with plenty of bargains to be found, so now may be a 

good time to invest, before prices start to rise.  

 

With continued volatility in exchange rates, it is more 

important than ever to consult a specialist currency 

broker to help manage your exchange requirements and 

limit your exposure to the notoriously unpredictable 

currency markets.  

 

Contact me today for a free, no obligation consultation 

on +44 1442 892 062 or email me directly at 

jsb@fcgworld.co.uk. 

STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS 

 

The Greenpeace ship the Arctic Sunrise has sailed into 

waters just 500M from the city of Huelva after four years 

of inaction by Fertiberia. 

The company was ordered by a court in 2011 to stop 

dumping its toxic and radioactive phosphorus waste in to 

the marshlands beside the Rio Tinto. 

 

However, the Environmental Ministry has allegedly 

taken no action to date and is still trying to decide how 

they should deal with the problem. 

 

Fertiberia propose to shallow bury the waste, which is the 

most economical option but Greenpeace and the court 

has urged the company to take responsibility and clean 

up the entire area. Always a shame when big businesses 

have to be bullied in to manning up and cleaning up their 

mess. 

 

 

THE HEARTBEAT OF ANDALUCIA 

 

When most people think of Spain, they think of a country 

filled with sun, flamenco music and dance, ladies in 

colourful dresses sitting on the backs of horses at the 

annual fairs and that constant rhythmic clapping.  This is 

a very real and well known vision of Spain but not 

everyone realises that the roots for the music which 

reminds them so much of Spain, the dancing and the 

colour,  is all due to one group, a very small group,  of 

some 500,000 people within a population of 48 million, a 

group who are not Spanish in origin – they are the 

Gitanos or Spanish gypsies. 

 

Northern Europeans tend to have a rather jaded view of 

gypsies, a people of lower class, living a nomadic 

lifestyle, with a hand to hand existence, a rather secretive 

group, involved in criminal behaviour and causing upset 

to the locals.  Yet, these are the very people who give 

Spain much of its colour and while we may have liked 

over the years, to surgically remove both the flamenco 

music and dance from the gypsy image and turn it in to 

some sort of slightly more polished, tourist friendly 

spectacle, it is still very much part and parcel of a 

gitano´s life and culture.   

 

The original roots of al gypsies is still open to argument 

but it is generally accepted through genetic and linguistic 

research the the people we now call gypsies came out of 

India about 1500 years ago, they travelled across Europe, 

through the Balkans, and down in to southern Europe 

where many settled in Spain.  It is certainly recorded that 

many entered through Barcelona around 1447 and there 
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are records showing their existence in Zaragoza, the 

capital of Aragon,  as early as 1425.   

 

Where did they come from, well, there are various views 

on this but one view suggests that they came from the 

Domba, an ethnic or social group.  The word in Classical 

Sanskrit means a “man of low cast living by singing and 

music”.  Another theory says they were part of the 

military in Northern India.   When Sultan Mahmud 

Ghaznavi invaded and defeated these soldiers, they 

migrated west into the Byzantine Empire around 1000 to 

1030AD. 

 

How they came to be, will be a source of speculation for 

centuries to come and it is likely that their exact roots 

will never be discovered.  One thing is for sure, they 

have not had an easy time of it.  Acceptance has always 

been a problem and persecution yet another.  In Paris in 

1427 a Parisian journal described them as dressed in a 

manner that the Parisians found “shabby”, and there are 

reports that the Church ran them out of town because 

they practised palm-reading and fortune-telling, neither 

of which sat well with the religious beliefs at the time.  

 

Even earlier in 1385, a transaction is recorded for the sale 

of a gypsy slave in Wallachia and Sigismund of the Holy 

Roman Empire issued safe conduct for his transportation.  

A series of countries expelled the gypsies, Germany in 

1416, Lucerne in 1471, Milan in 1493, France in 1504, 

Catalonia in 1512, Sweden in 1525, England in 1530 

under the Egyptians Act, due to the misunderstanding 

that they had originated in Egypt.   So a nomadic lifestyle 

has very much been forced upon them as an ethnic group. 

Some countries went yet further, Switzerland ordered any 

gypsy found to be put to death, then England followed 

with a similar ruling in 1554 and Denmark in 1589, 

followed by Sweden in 1637. Some countries felt that if 

they could not rid themselves of the scourge, they may as 

well use it to their advantage and Portugal began 

deportations of gypsies to their colonies in 1538.  In 

Wallachia, Transylvania and Moldavia, gypsies were 

enslaved for five centuries until abolition in the mid 19th 

century.  Catherine The Great of Russia declared 

Romanies “crown slaves” and superior to serfs and in 

1595 Stevan Razvan born in to slavery became the Prince 

of Moldovia.   

 

Although they were originally accepted in Spain, and 

even given protection by many local authorities, their 

good luck was short lived.  Certainly when the official 

persecution of the Jews and Moors  in Spain began in 

1492, gypsies were included in the list of peoples to be 

driven out.  Spain passed anti-Romani  laws and 

subjected the  Gitanos to the Inquisition as heretics.   For 

300 years, they were the victims of  laws and prejudices 

designed to eliminate them from the country.  

Settlements were broken down, gypsies had to marry non 

gypsies, they were denied their language and rituals, 

excluded from public office and from membership of 

craft guilds.  They were even forbade,  in 1560,  to 

travelling in groups of more than 2,  and gypsy 

traditional dress was banned.   

No harder time was had by the Gitanos than during the 

Second World War when their persecution was continued 

by General Franco in Spain and the Nazis throughout the 

area of Europe held by them.  It is estimated that they 

murdered  between 220,000 and 1,500,000 Romanies in 

an attempted genocide commonly known as the 

Porajmos.   Gypsies were sentenced to forced labour and 

sent to concentration camps alongside the Jews.    

 

After the death of Franco, the government of Spain took 

a more sympathetic approach to the Gaditano regards 

social welfare, education and social services.  Many 

Gitano were illiterate and as a result had to take work as 

blacksmiths, horse traders, musicians, dancers and 

fortune tellers, where reading and writing were not a 

necessity to their daily trade.  This drove the Gitano into 

a submerged underclass which they are still trying to 

emerge from today, but the one thing their hardships and 

struggles did was help to create the mood of flamenco 

which we see in Spain today. Many Gitano chose to 

settle amongst the Andalusians who are not an ethnically 

distinct people, but they do constitute a culturally distinct 

region of about 7 million people and populate the eight 

southernmost provinces of Seville, Malaga, Almeria, 

Cadiz, Cordoba, Granada, Huelva and Jaen. 
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Some Gitano settled in Triana on the Guadalquivir river 

in Seville which is an important flamenco centre, while 

others continued south to “la cuna del cante” or the 

cradle of song in Jerez de la Frontera.  Sadly due to the 

mirgration of rural Spaniards to the cities in search of 

work, many areas became shanty towns inhabited only 

by the Gitano people.  Conversely, Triana came up in the 

world following the redevelopment projects of the 1970´s 

and the Gitanos were pushed out. 

 

Blas Infante, known as “The father or Andalucia” 

strongly defended his belief in the Aran origins of 

flamenco.   In his work Origenes de o flamenco y secreto 

del cante jondo (1929 – 1931) he alleged that the word 

flamenco derived from the Andalusian Arabic 

“felahmengu” thought to mean “escapee or expelled 

peasant” He believed that many Muslim Andalusians 

who became Moriscos  mixed with the Gitanos rather 

than returning to their land of birth after the fall of Al 

Andaluz to the Christians. On the other hand,  Thomas 

Andrade de Silva totally refuted the role of the gypsy in 

flamenco as nothing more than folkelore.  Many others, 

including the German composer Edgar Istel are in accord 

with Infante though, he joined with de Falla and Lorca in 

writing about the Gitano infusion in the music of Spain. 

 

What we can be sure of about with flamenco,  is that the 

original form was only voice accompanied by a rhythm 

beaten out on the floor by a wooden staff or cane.  These 

styles are called Palo Secos or dry styles, and they are 

amongst the oldest form of song known to man. The 

Palos fall in to three classes.  The first is cante jondo or 

cante grande meaning “deep song” which is the most 

serious form.  Then cante chico, a lighter more frivolous 

form and for anything which does not fall in to these two 

categories, cante intermedio.  Cante jondo has very clear 

traces of Arabic and Spanish folk plus traces of Christian, 

Jewish and Byzantine religious music.  Likewise, the 

martinets are the songs of the blacksmiths, the rhythm 

being supplied by the hammer beating on the anvil, the 

cacelareas or prison songs and the debla thought to have 

a connection with a gypsy religious rite.   

 

Flamenco is made up of four elements, cante (voice), 

baile (dance), toque (guitar) and jaleo “hell raising”.  

This latter category covers the handclapping, foot 

stamping and shouts of encouragement which are part 

and parcel of most flamenco performances. Jaleo is not 

reserved only for those with talent and is performed by 

not only the artiste but the audience as well. While 

handclapping or palmas might look easy, it is not, and the 

handclappers when skilled, can produce intricate rhythms 

in to the song.  The zapateado or tap dance style 

footwork linked with the palmas form the heavy beat so 

often associated with flamenco. 

 

The addition of guitar is shrouded in mystery, the exact 

date it started to appear in flamenco is not known. 

Likewise, the element of flamenco known as duende is 

something of a secret.  Much written about by poets and 

writers, the word means a spiritual significance that goes 

beyond human understanding.  Lorca romanticised it by 

saying “Duende could only be present when one sensed 

that death is possible”. 

 

Duende is regarded as probably the most difficult word 

to translate from Spanish.  It appears in dictionaries 

translated as “elf” or “magic” or as “a quality of passion 

and inspiration”.  It seems, duende is difficult for anyone 

to express in simple words.   

 

To begin with, flamenco was not rated by the Spanish, it 

was played in Gitano homes or at Gitano gatherings, but 

soon its rhythmic music and often erotic dance was 

noticed by the romantic writers of the time.  It was not 

long before those not of gypsy lineage became intrigued  

and this brought it to the attention of the “señoritos” or 

the toffs and they wanted a piece of the action.  Hiring 

flamenco musicians, singers and dancers to perform at 

their Juergas or private parties became the in thing to do.  

The rich would entertain themselves with alcohol, 

prostitutes and flamenco.  This allowed some of the 

performers to make a name for themselves and a whole 

line of famous flamenco starts followed including one of 

the most famous, Camaron de la Isla.   

 

He was always known as Camaron but his real name was 

Jose Monge Cruz and he was born and raised in San 

Fernando, just to the south of Cadiz City.   His mother 

was a basket weaver and cleaner, his father a blacksmith.  
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The family were poor and he would sing at bus stops and 

in ventas to get a few pesetas, with Rancapino or Alonso 

Nuñez Nuñez, as he was christened shortly after his birth 

in Chiclana.  One of their favourite haunts was the Venta 

Vargas, a very popular spot because it lay just outside the 

city limits and therefore the local licensing hours did not 

apply.  The venta could stay open serving customers, 

making merry,  in to the small hours of the night. 

 

 

The popular Venta Vargas on the outskirts of San 

Fernando 

 

At 16,  Camaron won first prize in the Fesitval del Cante 

Jondo and moved to Madrid where he became a resident 

artist at the Tableo Torres Bermejas for the next 12 years.  

Camaron or “the shrimp” as he was nicknamed, is 

undoubtedly one of the most influential flamenco stars.  

He worked with all the greats and held their respect.  

They queued up to play with him and record with him.  

   

The tomb of Camaron de la Isla in the little cemetary at 

the end of Calle General Garcia de la Herran, in his 

home town of San Fernando 

Sadly, his career was cut short, some say from a heroin 

overdose, he had been an addict for many years, but his 

official cause of death was recorded as lung cancer – he 

was 41. 

 

Camaron is only one of the many famous flamenco starts 

and not all are of Gitano origins, like Adrian Brenes.  

The young and very rapidly rising flamenco dancer from 

the Cadiz province.  He is a “payo” or non Gitano.  Born 

in 1986, he started to study flamenco dance at age 8, after 

2 years away from dancing he recommenced at age 14 

and never looked back.   

 

He has been taught by, and danced with many of the 

greats.  His career now means that he is based in Madrid 

but he frequently visits his old stomping grounds,  and in 

2012 he famously directed the Shakespèare play “A 

Midsummer Night´s Dream” with Jackie Cornwall, the 

writer and  theatre director at the San Francisco theatre in 

Vejer de la Frontera.   
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Adrian Brenes a rising star 

 

He also appeared at the Royal Albert Hall and Royal 

Opera House in London and with the Alba Flamenca in 

Edinburgh where he performed for a season.  Adrián is 

now based in Madrid, where he holds classes at the 

Instituto Flamenco La Truco and is negotiating contracts 

both national and international for this year. 

 

Flamenco is not purely the reserve of the Gitano people.  

It is a tradition enjoyed by a large proportion of 

Spaniards and of course it is highly popular with tourists.  

Flamenco dress has been adopted as the national dress of 

Andalucia and it is certatainly the apparel most 

frequently associated with Spain and most often worn to 

the annual Ferias. 

 

The outfits add glamour and colour to the festivities.  

Women,  young and old, wear their full flamenco outfits 

and children are festooned in their costumes from the 

time they can walk. There is always great excitement in 

the family when buying a child its first Feria outfit.  

 

 

Nicola Renshaw and Manolo Sanchez enjoying the Jerez 

Feria  

 

The fathers on the other hand are not so excited, as 

flamenco dresses especially the more elaborate,  can run 

to several hundred or even thousand euros.  So, being the 

father of four girls is never a happy time around Feria. It 

does however bring in extra business to the specialist 

retailers and dress makers and of course, the dry cleaners 

who are required to sort out the aftermath of the Feria 

and get all sorts of stains and marks out of the, 

embroidery, jewels, silk and satin. 

 

Likewise, flamenco  music, guitar and dance are all very 

much part of the annual fairs along with a good dollop of 

hell raising and of course, sherry. 

  

No matter what their origins may be, the Gitano people, 

their colour, music and dance are the heartbeat of 

Andalucia and they have enriched many lives,  and will 

continue to do so,  for centuries to come. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adrianbrenes.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/bio.jpg
http://www.adrianbrenes.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/londres2.jpg
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STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

More scandal rocks the royal household as King Felipe´s 

younger sister Cristina and her husband Iñaki Urdangarin 

are accused of registering fake employees at the dormant 

company they jointly owned, according to their 

accountant at the time, Mr Antonio Tejeiro.   

 

Mr Tejeiro is the latest accused to appear in court in the 

Noos Institute embezzlement case. Mr Tejeiro also 

claimed that Iñaki Urdangarin and his co director Diego 

Torres inflated invoices for organising sports and arts 

events and then split the excess cash they made between 

them.  Effectively, the allegation means they were 

pocketing tax payers funds. 

 

Mr Urdangarin and his wife the Infanta Cristina were 

formerly referred to as the Duke and Duchess of Palma 

before their titles were stripped due to the high profile 

case.  They jointly owned Aizoon S.L. on the face of 

things, an estate agency, but it had no known commercial 

activity.  This company was allegedly used to launder the 

extra money earned through the Noos Institute´s inflated 

invoices. 

 

Mr Tejeiro alleges that members of the family and 

domestic employees including cleaners and housekeepers 

were registered as employees of Aizoon, and that he was 

ordered to draw up fake wage slips for them.  

 

It is alleged that Mr Urdangarin and Mr Torres used the 

Infanta Cristina´s Royal status to que jump when seeking 

public works contracts for organising regional 

government events, which included a cycling event in 

Valencia.  Around 6.2 million euros were diverted and 

according to Mr Tejeiro, divided equally between the two 

Noos partner. 

 

Cristina de Borbon is the first Spanish Royal to stand in 

the dock in a criminal case. 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the next edition 

will be out on 1 June 2016. 

 

Please remember it is free to join our mailing list for 

the Newsletter and all you need do is register under 

Newsletter in the right hand column of our Home Page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


