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Newsletter 
 

Well, the summer has been a smash on long term rentals 

and sales but pretty disappointing on holiday rentals.  

The Spanish press are talking about significant drops in 

tourism this year and  the people who matter and who 

really know what is happening,  the owners, the agents, 

the bars and the local businesses are also saying that 

things are poor compared to previous years. 

We have certainly seen returning clients looking for deals 

this year and booking for less days than in previous 

years.  As any of the cleaners will tell you,  the kitchens 

have been used more this year than ever before as people 

cut back on eating out to trim the holiday budget.  

Spain still remains one of the most popular holiday 

destinations so next year, we have to consolidate, offer 

good service and good deals and go the extra mile  if we 

want to get the business back.  I suspect it is just a blip in 

the market and as yet, we need not panic. 

Sales are buoyant but only at the right price.  Lending is 

patchy and expensive and few clients have large deposits 

to put down but the market is moving and that is the most 

important thing. We have seen sales right across the 

board but the most popular sector is still between 100 and 

150K.  Likewise, we have seen a big rise in long term 

rental this year which is continuing in to bookings for 

2015.  Prices have held steady on long term rental and 

the quality of clients is good but it is still imperative to 

use a good agent.  We have sadly had two or three clients 

this year who went it alone and ended up with problems.  

Long term rental is not even similar to holiday letting, 

there are more rules and red tape and more to go wrong 

so make sure you protect yourself. 

In this issue we have a great article by James Baxter on 

the money markets, an insight in to Alpaca farming  in 

southern Spain with Alan Park and a couple of articles, 

the first on the Jews returning to Spain after thousands 

fled due to persecution in Medieval times and the second 

on whether the Spanish Royal family are set to crash and 

burn amidst a sea of criminal charges, sex allegations and 

claims to the throne by illegitimate off spring. 

 

Lesley McEwan, MD, Cadizasa 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS 

 

Brussels has ordered investigations in to the alleged 

contraband cigarette smuggling and money laundering 

operation in Gibraltar.  Both the British and Spanish 

governments have been alerted and told to take 

appropriate action following a statement from the 

European Anti-Fraud Office who say that it “has reason 

to believe that such activity is taking place on the Rock”. 

 

Due to Gibraltar enjoying certain tax advantages 

cigarettes are sold far more cheaply in Gibraltar than 

Spain, a difference of some 20 euros per carton of 200, 

depending on the brand. 

 

The number of cigarettes imported to Gibraltar far 

outweighs the number which a populous of 30,000 would 

normally consume for personal use so it is clear that the 

cigarettes are being bought for commercial gain.  The 

current figures suggest that if they were for personal 

consumption every Gibraltarian, would be consuming a 

whole carton a day! 

 

Brussels believes that Spaniards are making day trips to 

the Rock to fill their bags with cigarettes including 

strapping packets to themselves under their clothing in 

order to smuggle them out of Gibraltar and sell them in 

Spain.   

 

The numbers are incredible with nearly 296,000 cartons 

of cigarettes being seized by Customers between January 

and May of this year. Between 2012 and 2013, the 

consumption has risen by 7 million cartons. 
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THE JEW HUNTER OF SEVILLE 

Anyone who knows Spain will know that many towns 

and cities have an old “Jewish Quarter”, an area where in 

antiquity, the Jews went about their daily life, trading and 

interacting with the locals and the Moors who first 

arrived here in 711AD when Tariq ibn-Ziyad landed on 

what is now the Rock of Gibraltar. Their arrival was 

pretty late compared to the Jews who had been on the 

Iberian Peninnsula since Roman times, but the Moors 

respected the Jews considering them to be People of the 

Book, one of three adherants to faiths mentioned in the  

in the Qur´an, the other two being Sabians and 

Christians. They were given special status and thrived 

under Muslim rule.  The tolerance of the rulers of al-

Andalus encouraged immigration and Jewish enclaves in 

the Muslim Iberian cities flourished as places of both 

learning and commerce.  

 

However, the peaceful and productive relation between 

the Jews, the locals and the Muslims did not continue.  

At the time, the Jewish community of Seville was the 

richest and most important in Spain, so perhaps not only 

their faith but also their wealth caused them to be singled 

out for persecution.   A Catholic priest called Ferrand 

Martinez, a known anti-semetic, began anti-Jewish 

campaigns in 1378.  He spoke in public sermons filled 

with hatred for the Jews and called on all good Christians 

to destroy the 23 beautiful synagogues of the Jewish 

community in Seville, he encouraged the people to lock 

up the Jews in ghettos, have no dealing with then and 

force them to accept Christianity.  His fervent hatred of 

the Jews was clear in his preaching that it was no crime 

for Christians to murder and pillage the “unbelievers”.  

His poisonous preaching was directed at the peasants and 

lower classes of Andalucia urging them not to give peace 

to their Jewish neighbours.  

 

In 1390 after the death of  Archbishop Barosso of 

Seville, Martinez became the chief deacon and church 

administrator for the region where he revelled in his 

reputation as a Jew hunter.  His persecution of the Jews 

lead to rioting breaking out on 15 March, 1391.  A blood 

thirsty mob fell on the Jewish quarter of Seville killing 

all the Jews they encountered who refused baptism.  

Many of the women and children were sold in to slavery 

and heart breaking accounts of these times appear in  

Chaim Potok´s book ´Wanderings, History of the Jews´, 

where he tells how the Jews would hold off their 

attackers until it was clear that defeat was near, then 

accept the inevitable as a sign from God that their deaths 

had been decreed.  At this point, allowing their families 

to fall into their enemies hands was unthinkable and each 

man would slit the throats of his wife and children before 

the mob could take them, then commit suicide himself.  

    

The violence spread through the towns of Andalucia, 

including Cordoba then, the southern province of Castile 

and north to Burgos.  Within only three months the 

flourishing Jewish communities in all the Christian states 

of Spain – Castille, Aragon, Valencia and Catalonia as 

well as the Balearic Islands were destroyed.  Numbers 

are disputed but it is thought that 100,000 men, women 

and children died. 

 

Rather surprisingly, having started this cataclysmic 

killing of the Jews, Martinez was made a saint and when 

he died he left his fortune to the Hospital of Santa Maria 

in Seville which he had founded.   

 

Life continued from bad to worse for the Jewish 

community in Spain  and the hostility towards them was 

brought to a climax by Queen Isabella I of Castile and 

King Ferdinand II of Aragon.  The royals had taken very 

seriously reports that some crypto-Jews who had fained 

conversion to Catholosim in order to stay alive were now 

privately practicing Judaism again and trying to draw 

other converts back to the Jewish fold.  In 1478 they 

applied to Rome for a tribunal of the Inquisition in 

Castile to Investigate these and other suspicions about the 

Jews and in 1487 King Ferdinand established the Spanish 

Inquisition in Aragon.  

 

In 1491 The Treaty of Granada was signed by 

EmirMuhammad XIII  and Queen Isabella protecting the 

religious freedom of the Jews and the Muslims but only 

one year later, following the Battle of Granada and the 

taking of the City of Granada which completed the re-

conquest of the Iberian Penninsula from Moorish rule, 

Isabella and Ferdinand chose to replace the Treaty of 

Granada's Jewish protection terms with the Alhambra 

Decree.  This document ordered the expulsion of  all 
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Jews from the Kingdoms of Castile and Aragon who 

refused to be baptised and convert to the Catholic 

Church.  On 31 July,  the Jews started their long exodus.  

The exact number of Jews who left has been estimated at 

between 130,000 and 800,000 but is thought to be 

realistically around 300,000.  They left penniless,  not 

being allowed to take gold, silver or coin with them and 

many being murdered and cut open by brigands who 

believed that they had swallowed their gold or diamonds 

in order to smuggle it out of the country.  The Jews 

dispersed through the region of North Africa known as 

the Maghreb and to Southeastern Europe where they 

were granted safety and formed flourishing communities, 

the largest being those of Salonika, Constantinople and 

Sarajevo.  

 

For hundreds of years, and not too surprisingly after their 

treatment in the medieval period,  the Jews stayed out of 

Spain but in more modern times, the Spanish government 

has actively pursued a policy of reconciliation with the 

descendants of its expelled Jews and in a ceremony to 

mark the 500th anniversary of the Alhambra Decree the 

then King Juan Carlos (wearing a skullcap) prayed 

alongside Israeli president Chaim Herzog and members 

of the Jewish community in the Beth Yaacov Synagogue 

in Madrid. 

 

In November 2012, Sephardic (Hebrew for Spanish) 

Jews were given the right to automatic Spanish 

nationality without the requirement of residence in Spain.  

It is thought there are some 3.5million Sephardic Jews 

now living around the world.   

 

The Jewish Quarter of Toledo is one of the most 

photographed and visited parts of Spain with its maze of 

cobbled streets and buildings that once housed 

synagogues side by side with mosques and churches.  So 

perhaps it is only right that  in 2014, 50 miles from 

Toledo, representatives of the Spanish government met to 

announce plans to fast track the naturalisation of 

Sephardic Jews whose ancestors were expelled during 

the medieval cleansing. A new bill said the Spanish 

government would “correct a historical wrong” and the 

consulates of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem say they have been 

flooded with requests for more information about 

resettlement in the ancient homelands. 

This bill of course raises the question of whether the 

decendants of Muslims forced out of Spain should also 

be allowed to resettle and a group representing Moriscos 

in Morocco recently wrote to the then King Juan Carlos 

pointing out that the Spanish government “should grant 

the same rights to all those who were expelled, otherwise 

the decision is selective, not to mention racist. 

 

As always, the unfolding events are met by some 

cynicism with Michael Freund writing in the Jerusalem 

Post that the decision was “decidedly ironic”  as “the 

expulsion happened in part because Spain wanted the 

Jews´assets”, their gold silver and coin, “and now they 

are welcoming the Jews back for the same reason”.   

 

I suspect it is a subject which will rumble on for many 

years to come, the rights, the wrongs, the reasons, but the 

fact is that we have only 20,000 Jews living in Spain at 

present in a population of 47,000,000.  That is only 

.039% of the population so perhaps something does need 

balancing up there. 

 

STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS 

 

William Thomas Robert Paterson accused of killing 

Kevin “The Gerbil” Carroll,  a notorious Glasgow 

gangland figure, has been arrested in Madrid after a 4 

year search. 

 

It is alleged that Paterson shot Carroll several times as he 

sat in a parked car in the car park of ASDA Robroyston 

in broad daylight and with shoppers going about their 

daily business. Paterson had been driven to the car park 

by two associates who jumped from the car moments 

before the two gunmen opened fire in to the backseat 

where Mr Carroll was sitting.  The murder was said to be 

a cover-up for a number of other crimes Paterson had 

been involved in and for which he was about to be tried 

and possibly sentenced.  He left the UK 10 days after the 

murder reportedly en-route to Spain. 
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It was originally thought that he was hiding out in one of 

the Costas where it is easy for a Brit to blend in with the 

cosmopolitan mix of races often found in the main 

Spanish beach resorts. The numbers and variety of 

nationalities makes it easy for those wishing to become 

invisible,  but a joint scheme run by the Spanish and 

British Police plus Crimestoppers Operation Capture, 

meant that he was only buying himself some time and 

was eventually caught and extradited. 

 

The Crimestoppers initiative “Operation Capture” 

involves publishing photos and details of wanted 

criminals and asking members of the public to help the 

police by identifying them anonymously.  The recent 

batch of 13 offenders who´s mugshots had been uploaded 

on Twitter with the catchy hashtag “unlucky13” included 

Paterson who was wanted in Scotland for murder and 

illegal possession of firearms.  So far, 9 or those on the 

“unlucky 13” list have been detained. 

 

Paterson has now been deported to Scotland. 

 

Anyone based in Spain who believes they may have 

information leading to the arrest of a wanted British 

criminal can call Crimestoppers via the Spanish number 

900 555 111, which will be diverted to the UK, or the 

National Police on 091.  They can also email the 

National Police at fugitivos@policia.es. 

 

EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK 

 

 

It’s been another interesting quarter on the currency 

markets, with a fair bit of movement for the GBP/EUR 

cross, dictated by political and economic events in both 

the UK and the Eurozone. With positive data from 

Britain and Spain, exchange rate movements have largely 

been driven by speeches by the governors of the two 

respective central banks. Mark Carney’s done a good job 

at strengthening the pound and his European counterpart, 

Mario Draghi, has had the opposite effect on the euro. 

 

Back in June the European Central Bank announced that 

they would cut interest rates from 0.25% to 0.15%, much 

to the surprise of most analysts. Draghi also hinted at the 

possibility of an extension to the currency bloc’s 

quantitative easing programme. The cut in interest rates 

was announced in an attempt to combat the eurozone’s 

battle with slowing inflation, ie the rate at which prices 

are rising. Most central banks will aim to have an 

inflation rate of between 2-3%, but the Eurozone is 

struggling with levels well below this. A cut in interest 

rates should, in theory, encourage spending rather than 

saving, with the increase in money supply forcing prices 

up. The ECB also introduced negative deposit rates for 

the big European banks. In practice, this means that the 

banks would be charged to deposit funds with this ECB 

and so would be more inclined to lend to small 

businesses and private individuals, therefore increasing 

the money supply and stimulating economic activity. It 

will be interesting to see if these measures take effect, as 

this sort of move by a central bank is almost 

unprecedented.  The move by the ECB saw the euro 

weaken significantly against most of its major 

counterparts, falling to a two year low against sterling. 

 

While the Eurozone still struggles with poor economic 

conditions, it’s a different story for the UK. 

Unemployment continues to fall, now sitting at 6.4%, 

and the economic recovery seems finally to be gaining 

traction. Economic growth is forecast for over 3% for 

2014 and inflation remains above 1.5%. The robust 

economic data had fuelled speculation that the Bank of 

England would be raising interest rates towards the end 

of 2014. As a result, the pound pushed up to five year 

highs against the dollar and two year highs against the 

euro. However, expectations of an interest rate hike were 

soon dashed as recent figures revealed wages in the UK 

were falling, as were prices, with inflation dropping from 

1.9% to 1.6% according to the latest CPI data. The Bank 
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of England would be unwise to raise interest rates while 

prices were falling. A higher interest rate would only 

compound the problem as consumers would be 

encouraged to save and debt repayments would be 

higher, reducing money supply and driving prices down. 

It’s now widely expected that the Bank will raise interest 

rates in the spring of next year. Consequently, the pound 

has begun weakening against its major counterparts, 

falling back into the 1.24’s against the euro, having been 

as high as 1.27 in recent months. 

 

Although the Eurozone continues to struggle with poor 

economic data, the Spanish economy is now growing at a 

faster pace than most of its peers. Recent GDP figures for 

Spain beat analaysts’ expectations, with annual growth 

for 2014 forecast at 1.5%. Analyst Daniele Antonucci at 

Morgan Stanley said: "The Spanish economy [has] 

recovered further. It also looks likely that it has outgrown 

most of its peers - from Germany to France and Italy." 

 

With conditions stabilising in Spain, coupled with a 

strong pound, now may be the time to purchase that 

dream home in the sun. If you’re looking to convert your 

funds for a property purchase, or are repatriating the 

proceeds of a property sale in Spain, the Foremost 

Currency Group can help, with exchange rates up to 5% 

better than your high street bank.  

 

Contact James Baxter at the Foremost Currency Group 

on +44 1442 892 062 or email him at 

jsb@fcgworld.co.uk for a free, no obligation 

consultation. 

 

STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS 

 

Car owners in Andalucia stand to save a small fortune 

when their next ITV (MOT) comes due.  Prices are due 

to go down by as much as 45%.  The regional 

governments of both Asturias and Andalucia have 

decided to take over control of the testing and have 

announced plans to slash the prices in a bid to encourage 

more vehicle owners to get their tests carried out. 

ITV tests are compulsory by law every two years for 

vehicles over four years of age or less than fours years if 

they have been used as hire cars.  The test is required 

yearly for cars over 10 years old. 

 

While owners failing to have the test done can be fined, 

more and more drivers are choosing to take the risk as 

they cannot afford to get the ITV done.  This potentially 

increases the number of unroadworthy cars in use and 

raises the likelihood of an accident. 

 

In addition to the 45% price reduction, drivers will get a 

further 10% off if they have the test done before the 

deadline.  This means within two years of the previous 

test or within one year for older cars. 

 

The price reductions apply to cars up to 1.6L, motorbikes 

and mopeds up to 125cc and industrial vehicles of less 

than 3.5L and of course, agricultural vehicles.  The 

additional fee for those who use mobile ITV units which 

visit more remote areas and smaller towns will also be 

axed. 

 

All in all, around 70% of drivers will enjoy lower priced 

ITV tests meaning that Andalucia will be one of the 

cheapest places to have the test done in Spain.  However, 

anyone thinking that they can cash in on the prices 

having been slashed needs to think again, an ITV test is 

only valid when carried out in the region of resident of 

the car owner. 

 

ARE THE BORBONS SET TO CRASH AND 

BURN? 

 

King Juan Carlos stepped down this year after nearly 40 

years as the King of Spain to make way for his son 

Prince Felipe to take the throne.  Was this merely an old 

king moving over to give a young king a shot on the 

throne or was it a move to try and save the Spanish 

monarchy from crashing and burning? 

mailto:jsb@fcgworld.co.uk
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Sadly, most Royal families are used to having their dirty 

linen aired in public,  much to their embarrassement, our 

amusement and sometimes lasting damage to their public 

image,  but none had predicted the industrial sized load 

of soiled whites that the Spanish royals would have 

wafted in their faces over recent months. 

 

Firstly, we have the now King Felipe´s sister,  the Infanta 

Cristina de Borbon and her husband Iñaki Urdangarin, 

Duke of Palma,  charged with tax fraud and money 

laundering after millions went missing from the non 

profit making Noos Foundation and both facing the 

prospect of prison if found guilty.  It is said that the new 

King´s relationship has cooled with his sister after she 

was charged.  

 

His other sister, the Infanta Elena,  has not faired too well 

either,  with her ex-husband, Jaime de Marichalar, 

brushing with the law after their 13 year old son shot 

himself in the foot while doing some target practise at the 

family estate.  Under Spanish law it is illegal for a  child 

under 14 years to handle or discharge a firearm.   

 

The incident brought back black memories of the death 

of Prince Alfonso, the younger brother of King Juan 

Carlos.  They were together in a bedroom at one of the 

exiled Royal family homes in Estoril, Portugal when the 

then 14 year old Alfonso was shot in the forehead while 

the boys were cleaning a pistol, he died minutes later.  

King Juan Carlos, 18 at the time,  was home on holiday 

from Military Academy in Spain. It has never been 

confirmed exactly what happened or who was holding 

the gun when the accident happened. 

 

King Juan Carlos himself has come under severe 

criticism after he was spotted by the international press 

out shooting elephants with Jeff  Rann of Rann Safaris in 

Botswana.  A trip which would have cost tens of 

thousands of euros,  not to mention this happened while  

the King was Patron of the Spanish Wild Life Fund, a 

position which he later had to stand down from due to the 

bad press. Had it not been for him falling and injuring 

himself, resulting in him having to be rushed back to 

Spain, the trip may never have come to the notice of the 

press.  But it did and at a time when decent Spaniards 

who had worked all their days were choosing to throw 

themselves from their fourth floor balconies rather than 

suffer the shame of having their homes repossessed by 

the bank for non payment of the mortgage.  Not to 

mention, people who had lost their jobs being reduced to 

waiting in food bank queues for hand outs so they could 

feed their children. 

 

Your may get the impression that the Spanish royals are 

running around like a shower of upper class twits, 

endulging their various lusts for money and sport, but 

there is little doubt that the House of Bourbon is one of 

the largest and oldest European Royal households.  

Originating from France and the Capetian dynasty the 

Bourbon kings originally ruled Navarre and France in the 

16th century and by the 18th century they held thrones in 

Spain, Scicily, Napes and Parma.  Nowadays, both Spain 

and Luxembourg have Bourbon monarchs. 

 

The strict separation of the French and Spanish thrones 

was formalized in the Treaty of Utrecht in 1714, but the 

Borbons,  as the Spanish prefer to spell the name,  have 

been overthrown and restored several times throughout 

history.   

 

King Juan Carlos is reported to have worried that he 

would fulfil the nickname given to him by the leader of 

the Opposition at the time of his coronation,  “Juan 

Carlos el Breve” or Juan Carlos the Brief.  There was 

more than a slight chance he would be “brief” as both his 

brother in law King Constantine of Greece and his 

grandfather Alfonso XIII lost their thrones  through 

temporising with dictatorship. 

 

Juan Carlos was only 10 when he was sent back to Spain 

after his father persuaded General Franco (a closet 

Royalist)  to allow the move so the child could be 

educated in Spain rather than Italy where he had been 

born or the other countries such as Portugal where the 

Royal family sought exile after the declaration of the 

Second Spanish Republic.  He studied in San Sebastian 

and finally in Madrid.  He then joined the army, doing 

his officer training from 1955 to 1957 at the Military 
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Academy of Zaragoza.  He was on holiday from this 

Academy when his brother Alfonso was shot in the head.  

General Franco ruled as Regent to the (exiled) King of 

Spain and nominated Juan Carlos as the next head of 

state choosing to pass over his father who would 

rightfully have been next in line.  Juan Carlos took over 

within two days of Franco´s death in 1975 and 

immediately took steps to dismantle the Francoist regime 

and begin the Spanish transition to democracy.  

 

In 1981 it is widely believed that the King played a major 

role in preventing a coup by 200 armed officers of the 

Guardia Civil when they burst in to the Spanish Congress 

of Deputies during a vote to elect  Leopoldo Valvo 

Sotelo as the countries new Prime Minister and held the 

Parliament and cabinet hostage for the next 18 hours.  

King Juan Carlos gave a television broadcast during the 

hostage taking,  calling for the rule of law to be upheld 

and for the democratically elected government to 

continue in place.  The coup collapsed and all hostages 

were released without harm.  Over the coming months, 

various parties made clear their loyalty to Juan Carlos 

including not only the Spanish Socialist Workers Party 

but also the Communist Party.   

 

Following his coronation, a piece of special legislation 

was passed declaring that King Juan Carlos would be 

protected from legal action in Spain. Little did they know 

how critical that piece of legislation would become in the 

years to follow. 

 

It has long been known that the old King was an admirer 

of the female form but in a new biography of Queen 

Sophia entitled ´The Solitude of the Queen´, it is claimed 

that he is a serial philanderer who has bedded 1500 

women.  The book written by Pilar Eyre, a respected 

journalist and author is not being passed off as a get rich 

quick biography, indeed considerable notice is being 

taken of its content and it is being likened to Andrew 

Morton´s book on Princess Diana which blew the lid off 

the Royal marital troubles. The book portrays Queen 

Sofia as “a woman betrayed by  the man she once loved 

blindly”.  The book alleges that the marriage effectively 

ended in 1976 when  the Queen “took their children for a 

surprise visit to her husband at a friend’s country house 

near Toledo. She arrived to find the king’s favourite pet 

dog roaming free and the home-owner frantically barring 

her route. Sofia burst in and caught her husband with his 

lover, a well-known Spanish actress” 

 

While books can be allowed some dressing of the truth, 

facts are facts,  and the fact is that a paternity suit has 

been raised against King Juan Carlos by a Catalan waiter 

who believes he is the illegitimate son of the former 

monarch.  The law suit brought by Alberto Sola Jimenez  

states that he was adopted as a young child after  his 

mother,  Ana Maria Bach Ramon, the daughter of a 

prominent banking family conceived him  with the King 

prior to his marriage to Queen Sofia. 

 

Previous attempts to lodge paternity suits against King 

Juan Carlos were rejected by the courts because under 

Spain’s constitution “the person of the King is inviolable 

and cannot be held accountable”.  However, at his time 

of abdication, while still allowed to retain his title, his 

protection was diminished and while the Spanish 

parliament passed legislation in June of this year to 

protect Juan Carlos from lawsuits in the Spanish civil and 

criminal courts, he can still be pursued in the Supreme 

Court. 

 

A judge will now have to decide whether the court has 

the jurisdiction to hear the case. If so, the former 

monarch may be called to give evidence and be asked to 

provide a sample of his DNA.  

This is not the only case pending against King Juan 

Carlos. 

A lady now nearly fifty years of age called Ingrid 

Saritau, a Belgium housewife,  also claims to be his 

illegitimate child.  She states that her mother met the 

king in Paris in 1956 and then again some 10 years later 

in Luxembourg when the two had a relationship and 

Ingrid was conceived. This makes things a bit more 

complicated as Juan Carlos married Queen Sofia in 1962! 

The alleged offspring teamed up and in 2012 underwent 

DNA tests that showed there was a 91% chance they had 

one parent in common.  So how do  a Spanish waiter and 

a Belgium housewife who had never met have the same 

parent? 
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To add an even stranger turn to the events, Mr Sola 

claims that he met with a Spanish intelligence agent who 

confirmed that his DNA matches that of the King and 

recorded Mr Sola renouncing any claim to the throne.  A 

great relief to Prince Felipe I am sure as Mr Sola is some 

12 years older than him and if paternity was proven 

things could be difficult with the line of succession. 

 

What has the Royal family done to try and pull the brake 

before all this scandal takes them down, well, King 

Felipe has announced certain measures he is going to 

implement.  He says that the monarchy must “take care 

to protect the dignity of the institution” to “preserve its 

prestige” and to “observe an honest, wholesome and 

transparent standard of behaviour”.   He also states that “ 

the Crown will be more permeable and open to society 

and that opinions will be asked of institutions and 

experts.” 

 

He has banned his parents and daughters from working in 

the private sector and stopped financial allowances to his 

sisters the Infantas Cristina and Elena.  All accounts for 

the Royal household will be scrutinised annually by state 

auditors who only normally perform this duty for 

ministries, universities and public sector companies and 

organisations.  The results will be published so anyone 

can view them. 

 

The Royal family will now only comprise of The King 

and Queen, his parents King Juan Carlos and Queen 

Sofia and his daughters Princess Leanor and the Infanta 

Sofia.  While his sisters, the Infantas Cristina and Elena 

will be allowed to retain their titles, they will not be 

considered “Royal Family”, they will instead be referred 

to as “family of HM The King”. 

 

The Infantas will not represent the Crown at public 

engagements except in exceptional circumstances and 

they will not be paid for any appearances they make.  

Also, their new non Royal status means that they will not 

be prevented from working in the private sector which 

they may have to do as they will now not have their 

income topped up from the Royal maintenance fund. 

 

Are the new reforms enough to save the Royal family 

from crashing and burning?  Well, that remains to be 

seen but suffice to say that things cannot get much worse 

for them and the Coronation must have been a very bitter 

sweet experience for the new King. 

 

STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS 

 

Good news for expats in Spain visiting family in their 

home country or holiday makers visiting Spain as the 

roaming prices for mobile phones are to be cut by over 

half.  The European Commission has made three price 

reductions since 2012 and it will bring down the cost of 

using internet on a mobile in other member states from 

45 to 20 cents per megabyte. 

 

Making calls has gone down by over a fifth from 24 

cents per minute to 19 cents per minute and receiving 

calls has come down by 28.5% from 7 cents to 5 cents.  

Likewise, sending text messages is down from 8 cents to 

6 cents, a 25% reduction. 

European mobile network providers will be able to offer 

a specific roaming plan to their customers before they 

travel which may sometimes include using a local 

network in their destination country for services such as 

sending emails, reading the news online, uploading 

photographs and watching videos. 

 

Neelie Kroes the European Commissioner for the Digital 

Agenda department is still not happy and says that it is 

great news but not enough.  She has been calling for 

roaming to be eliminated altogether and this is likely to 

happen by the end of this year.  Ms Kroes points out that 

if roaming was removed, network providers could 

actually earn more since travellers would not just switch 

off their phones when they were elsewhere in Europe.  In 

fact, they could gain up to 300 million new customers, 

and mobile application developers would see their profits 

rise as citizens temporarily abroad would be more likely 

to use online travel guides and maps. 
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Ms Kroes has said that if roaming is not eliminated, it 

essentially means that a person's 'free movement' – the 

entire purpose of the EU – is hampered by extra costs. 

The EU wants to create a 'single mobile market' where 

users pay the same connection, call and text message 

costs as they normally would irrespective of which 

member State they are visiting. 

 

This move would mean UK visitors to Spain could still 

use their UK mobiles without fear of a big bill, as could 

British expatriates when they visited family and friends 

in their country of origin. 

 

THE ALPACA MAN OF SOUTHERN SPAIN 

 

If you think about what sort of people move to Spain and 

set up an alpaca farm, you may think about a new age 

traveller type with a VW camper van or perhaps a farmer 

wanting to branch out into new more exciting breeds 

after a life of rounding up sheep,  but you would never 

think of a dance teacher and a retail manager from 

Littlewoods! 

 

 

Lorna was a dance teacher with her own dance school for 

thirty years.  She taught ballroom and Latin American 

dance.  In the latter years, she concentrated on 

competitive freestyle disco dance and enjoyed teaching 

children from under privileged schools and mature ladies 

who enjoyed line dancing as a bit of recreation. Alan, 

well he worked for the catalogue department of 

Littlewoods called Index, which was a rival to Argos.  

Life was fine,  then one day Alan says “I was out with 

my brother and heard on the radio that Littlewoods had 

decided to sell their stores to Primark so that was me, I 

knew I would be losing my job”.  It came as a shock to 

Alan and not the best way to find out you were about to 

join the great unemployed but perhaps it was the starting 

point for a whole new adventure for this couple. 

Alan says, “Lorna had some health problems and one day 

out of the blue she said “I don´t know how much longer I 

can carry on with work”.  That was the catalyst, they 

hatched a plan to move to Spain and breed Alpacas.  “our 

first conversation was in June 2007” says Alan “ and we 

moved in January 2008.  At that time, there were no 

grandchildren on the horizon,  although the family is now 

expanding.   I expect if there had been, the decision 

would have been very difficult and it is unlikely we 

would have made the move”.   
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Lorna´s health,  combined with my having lost my dad at 

a young age some ten years ago,  made me believe that 

you should never sit around waiting for things to happen.  

Life is short so you need to make the most if it so here 

we now are”. 

 

Alan and Lorna´s plan was to move to Spain and become 

wealthy alpaca breeders.  The animals were selling for 

big money in the UK and there was an interest just 

starting to be shown in Spain especially in Andalucia.  I 

have heard many plans for people moving to Spain but 

becoming an Alpaca millionaire is a new one on me.  

Alan says “we visited Prague for a long weekend about 8 

years ago and we went to the local zoo.  It was cold and 

snowy but it was lovely and there was a strange animal in 

a field on its own.  He was very friendly and came over 

for us to stroke him.  The sign on the pen said he was an 

Alpaca and we had never heard of them before but after 

that every time we went to a farm or zoo, we would seek 

out these lovable animals.  Later, we learned that they 

should never be kept alone as they can die of loneliness 

and that just made us love that Prague Alpaca even more. 

 

Alpacas were domesticated by the Icans thousands of 

years ago and are distinct from llamas.  They are 

decended from the Vicuna which lives in the mountains 

of the Andes.  Their fleece is called “The Fibre of the 

Gods” and they belong to the camelid family which 

includes llamas and camels,  but llamas are domesticated 

from Guanaco, so,  while they are distantly related, they 

are not the same.  Alpacas are smaller and unlike llamas 

are not bread to be beasts of burden but specifically for 

their wool.  Their wool has not always been sought after, 

going back to the late 1700´s it was declared 

“unworkable” by the English weavers  who had 

purchased a few sample lots from France and Germany, 

but in 1836 Sir Titus Salt discovered several bales of the 

product in a disused warehouse in Liverpool. Having 

trained as a wool merchant, Sir Titus had the experience 

to work out a way of processing the wool to make it 

usable and turn it in to a luxury fabric. He wove it with 

cotton or silk threads to create a durable, lightweight 

cloth.  Alpacas come in 22 shades ranging from white, 

through beige to brown, grey and even black so they 

naturally supply a great colour palate.  Besides the 

manufacture of cloth, their wool is used for spinning in to 

knitting wool, high quality filling for bedding and in 

Australia it is even used to stuff the lining of firefighters 

uniforms as it has natural flame retardant properties.  

 

In a very short time, the Alpaca wool Sir Titus 

discovered in that Liverpool warehouse, took the world 

by storm and made Sir Titus his fortune. Unfortunately, 

the worldwide economic crisis got in the way of doing 

the same for Alan and Lorna and the bottom fell out of 

the alpacas - so to speak.  Alan says “there are less than 

400 alpacas in Spain and although the number is 

growing, there is no market for the fleece at present.  We 

have sold some fleece to keen spinners and crafters but it 

is not a regular or profitable market.  However, we have 

started Alpaca Experience Days where people come to 

our farm and interact with the alpacas, they even take an 

alpaca for a walk which is something few people can say 

they have done, then they stay overnight if they wish and 

have the opportunity to tour around this lovely are of 
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Spain or just spend some quality time with the alpaca 

herd.   

 

Alpacas have definitely become an animal of interest and 

in the UK they are very popular at local fairs and rural 

gatherings and the one question everyone asks is “do 

they really spit” but Alan assure me that they rarely spit 

and when they do it tends to be at another alpaca not at a 

human.  

 

Alan and Lorna´s love of these gentle, soft animals has 

developed down a route nobody could have anticipated.  

While sitting with friends over dinner telling stories 

about life with the alpacas someone said “you could 

write a book” so Alan pondered the idea for a while and 

then, when they lost an alpaca baby and the mother 

literally cried,  Alan thought “you know what, that is an 

amazing story to tell” so he started writing.  He says “I 

wrote 50 pages and I sent it to a few friends to ask if they 

would  like to read more.  Everyone said yes so that first 

draft turned in to my book Bloody Hell, What´s An 

Alpaca?  It did well but some people in the USA did not 

like the word Hell in the title so I changed the title to 

Seriously Mum, What´s An Alpaca?  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much to my surprise, people stated buying the book and 

reading it.  Then I got emails asking me what happened 

next so I wrote the sequel Seriously Mum, Where´s That 

Donkey?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am now on my third book in the series which will be 

out in the autumn”.  Just as well Alan has a third book on 

the way, as the books are proving popular with over 

10,000 copies already sold. 

 

I asked Alan what plans he and Lorna had for the 

future….  “well, I have to finish the third book and we 

are in the process of marketing our   Mill home so we can 

move somewhere larger and have a bit more usable land 

for the alpacas so hopefully someone will come along 

and buy the Mill then the next chapter of our Spanish 

adventure can start. 

 

Where the next chapter will take this couple I am not 

sure but I am pretty certain that it will involve an Alpaca 

or two! 
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Thank you for reading our Newsletter, the next 

edition will be out on 1 December 2014.  

Please remember it is free to join our mailing list 

for the Newsletter and all you need do is register 

under Newsletter in the right hand column of our 

Home Page. 

 

Both of Alan´s books can be downloaded from Amazon, 

Google Play, Itunes, Nook and Kobo and Seriously 

Mum, What’s an Alpaca? Is also available as an audio 

book. 

To enjoy an Alpaca Day Out contact Alan or Lorna at  

http://whats-an-alpaca.com/meet-the-alpacas/ 

 

STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS 

A gypsy clan allegedly responsible for a crime wave in 

which dozens of local resident´s homes have been 

burgled have had their properties vandalised by  locals 

fed up with their antics and the apparent lack of action by 

the police. 

The residents of Estepa, Seville,  finally snapped 

following night after night of burglaries and staged a 

protest in the village before they set upon the gypsies´ 

homes in an action described by the Guardia Civil as a 

riot.  During the rampage, the homes of the gypsy clan, 

nicknamed locally Los Chorios, which is Spanish slang 

for “tea-leaves”, had windows smashed with sticks and 

stones and the rioters entered the buildings and stole 

various items in broad daylight and in full view of 

witnesses, ransacking the properties as they went. 

 

At one premises, two men were photographed and 

cheered on by villagers as they carried out a large plasma 

TV screen and made off with it.  Mattresses were set 

alight and a cloud of smoke filled the village.   

 

The police struggled to get the situation under control 

and in the wake of the riot, local residents have reported 

that the burglaries are still on going and the police are 

doing little to stop it.  As a result, the council department 

in charge of the Local Police force, have agreed to put 

more officers on the streets but locals have complained 

that it is too little too late. 

 

STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS 

People who work in Gibraltar but have homes in Spain 

may be able to acquire a pass allowing them to cross the 

border controls more quickly.  Andalucia tax authorities 

say the “red” lanes for people travelling in and out of the 

Rock who have goods to declare are rarely used. While 

the green lane for nothing to declare is gridlocked. 

Commuters holding a pass would be able to use the red 

lane also speeding up their entry and exit.  In order to 

obtain a pass they would need to provide photo ID, a 

padron or local census certificate and a copy of their 

current job contract.  The passes would be renewable 

every year. 

 

The regional authority also plans to build a third lane for 

cars crossing in either direction and to introduce 12 

biometric machines which will allow people to swipe 

their passport rather than wait for it to be checked by a 

police officer. 

There have been many complaints about overzealous 

border checks causing massive queues which are carried 

out in an attempt to stop cigarette smuggling causing 

queues of up to seven hours.   

The EU has now ordered Spain to take measures to 

minimise the queues, while still maintaining vigilance for 

smugglers. 

 

However, the new plans have come under fire from 

Fabian Picardo Gibraltars first minister who says “any 

plans to achieve a free flow of traffic across the border 

should include all EU citizens on either side of the border 

whether they are working in Gibraltar or not and also 

tourists and visitors.  EU citizens have a right to freedom 

of movement between EU member states”. 

This views is shared by Juan Hose Uceda, a spokesman 

for the Association of Spanish Workers in Gibraltar who 

says the proposed measures tantamount to 

discrimination. 

 

Around 30,000 people cross the border every day in to 

Gibraltar with around 20% of those working on the Rock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://whats-an-alpaca.com/meet-the-alpacas/

