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Newsletter 
 

There has been a considerable turn around in the 

Spanish property market in the first 5 months of this 

year. The figure of 45% increase has been discussed 

in the press for Spain in general but in our specific 

area of the Costa de la Luz I would put the rise at 

nearer 75 – 100% on last year.  This is great news 

but prices are still low and we need the banks to 

loosen their grip and start giving out some 

mortgages at reasonable prices.  That said, these are 

the most encouraging signs we have seen for Spain´s 

recovery in many years.  There are also clear signs 

that the Townhalls have opened their coffers with a 

considerable number of workmen out repairing 

roundabouts, painting railings and generally 

improving the look of Spain. 

 

Sadly, the rental market is still finding things 

difficult this year.  In the first few months of 2014, 

we have been contacted by the largest number of 

house owners ever asking if we can assist them in 

finding clients.  The difficulty arises from a glut of 

rental property and a shortage of clients.  Some 

areas have slashed their rental prices and we are 

seeing holiday makers drifting to where the best 

offers can be had. 

 

This month, James Baxter has written us yet another 

great article on the money markets.  We have an 

update on the new road traffic laws which have just 

come in to place affecting all road users. Allegations 

of  piracy in the Straits of Gibraltar with 17 tons of 

treasure being whisked away to the USA and a 

lovely article on Ya En Tu Casa, a great little family 

business in the heart of Vejer de la Frontera, but 

shipping their selected products as far away as  New 

Caledonia. 

 

I hope you enjoy our newsletter and any feedback is 

always welcome. 

 

Lesley McEwan, MD, Cadizcasa 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

The number of British people living in Spain dropped by 

90,000 or 22.8% in the year 2013 according to Spain´s 

national statistics institute. 

 

The total number of British registered in Spain´s 

Townhalls was 385,179 but that figure could be seriously 

off as many people live in Spain but do not register on 

the Padron.   

 

The British Embassy suspects the figures could be 

between three quarters and one million who live for part 

or all of the year in Spain. Over all nationalities the 

number of foreign residents has fallen by half a million in 

2013. 

 

Only Germany saw a larger drop in Spanish residents 

than Britain with a 23.6% fall or 138,917 people leaving 

in 2013.  The French also upped sticks and returned to 

France to the tune of 12.7% or 100,000 people. 

 

With these reductions, the total population of Spain also 

fell for the second year in a row. Not only foreigners are 

leaving Spain but Spanish nationals also.   

 

 

Issue : 12  
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Some 51,000 registered with the UK´s national insurance 

scheme in 2013 making them the second largest group to 

arrive in the country after the Polish. 

 

Spain´s current unemployment rate is 26% while youth 

unemployment stands at 55% which may explain why 

Spanish nationals are taking their chances of finding 

work in the UK rather than sit at home with a poor 

chance of finding work in the near future. 

 

CHANGE TO ROAD TRAFFIC LAWS IN 

SPAIN 

 

Having been a country where driving was somewhat 

more pleasurable and less stressful than in other 

parts of Europe,  Spain has issued,  in March of this 

year,  a whole raft of new road traffic legislation 

affecting  not only drivers but also passengers and 

cyclists, not to mention those undergoing treatment 

for cancer. 

 

The first new law concerns Spanish resident´s 

vehicles.  Up to now, the only obligation on a 

resident was to meet their tax obligations as per the 

Excise Act, leaving them free to drive UK, German, 

French etc registered cars on the original country´s 

license plate. This made applying traffic fines 

difficult but now all residents will be required to re-

register their vehicle in Spain. 

 

Child safety has always been something of a worry 

in Spain, most people who drive regularly, will have 

seen toddlers swaying about between the two front 

seats as their parents zoom up the motorway, but the 

new law prohibits a child under the age of 12 from 

sitting in the front of a vehicle even if they have the 

correct child safety restraints.  The only exception 

would be in a vehicle with no rear seats or where the 

rear seats are already occupied by other children 

also under the age limit.  This ruling also applies to 

taxis although the responsibility for the child´s 

safety lies with its parents.  Police officers will be 

empowered to immobilise a vehicle which does not 

have the appropriate child safety restraints.  Anyone 

caught breaking this law will be fined 200€. 

 

Cyclists under 16 years of age will be required to 

wear a helmet at all times while cycling in towns.  A 

fine of 200€ will be applied to the person in charge 

of a child caught without a helmet on a bicycle.  The 

government has been accused of some back 

peddling on this as they had originally said that all 

cyclists regardless of age would be required to wear 

helmets. 

 

The restriction on minimum speed limits for cyclists 

has been lifted but a requirement for 1.5M of lateral 

space between a vehicle and a cyclist during over 

taking has been introduced and vehicles overtaking 

must respect the safety of  and not impede a cyclist 

coming in the opposite direction. 

 

Pedestrians caught in violation of the law by 

crossing the road at an undesignated spot will be 

required to take a drug and drink test.  Previously 

this was only required if they were involved in an 

accident. 

 

Alcohol is very much a part of Spanish daily life.  

All sorts of workmen, not to mention uniformed 

officials, could be seen in the past having an early 

morning swifty to start their day.  Now anyone 

caught over the 0.5 miligrams of alcohol per litre of 

exhaled breath will face a 500€ fine as previously.  

The limited is reduced to  0.3 for young drivers or 

professional drivers such as taxi drivers but the fine 

will be doubled for anyone caught a second time in 

the same year for driving while under the influence 

and for drivers over double the legal limit. 
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In an attempt to impose the government´s “zero 

tolerance” on drugs, a new law replaces the current 

legislation. It is now not necessary to prove that the 

drug affected a person´s ability to drive.  All that is 

required under the new rules is a saliva test.  If drugs 

are found, even in insufficient quantities to affect the 

ability to drive, the offender will face a 1000€ fine. 

Some motorways may see a speed change.  With the 

limits going up from 120kph to 130kph but where 

and when this will apply is not to be issued until 

June 2014.  Speeding fines will apply for driving 

exceeding the speed limit by just 1kph! 

 

The use of radar speed detectors is prohibited and a 

fine of 200€ and 3 points will be given.  You can 

however, continue to use a device which gives 

information on the location of safety cameras,  but 

these should not be used while driving as they are 

considered a distraction.  Speed detector inhibitors 

remain strictly illegal and the fine is 6000€. 

 

It is now possible for a police officer to impose a 

fine on a member of the public without stopping 

their vehicle.  All he has to do is witness an offence 

in order to issue a ticket. 

 

Any driver hitting or killing a large animal on the 

road will now be held responsible.  Previously, 

responsibility depended on a law having been 

broken.  The only mitigating circumstances would 

be where negligence was involved, for instance, a 

fence not having been repaired which allowed the 

animal to get out of its enclosure. 

 

One good bit of news is that speedy payment of 

fines will still have a 50% reduction in the fine cost 

and the period it applies will be extended from 15 to 

20 days. 

 

The Ministry for Agriculture Food and Environment 

will now be allowed to restrict access to vehicles in 

certain areas for environmental reasons, such as 

pollution. 

Break down and recovery vehicles will now be 

regarded as emergency vehicles and given moving 

traffic priority.  They will now also be allowed to 

stand or park on city streets while removing broken 

down vehicles providing they do not cause an 

obstruction. 

 

The limits on driving for Cancer patients have been 

relaxed to allow them to get back behind the wheel 

following medical and pharmacological advances. 

 

It will be an offence to carry out any type of work 

on the road without informing the relevant 

authorities.  Likewise, vehicles dropping debris on 

the road will incur fines as it is liable to cause 

problems for other road users. 

 

So if you used to enjoy dropping down to your local 

for a quick glass of wine, forget it.  Even if you 

cycle or walk back you may still get done!  Better to 

sit in the garden with a bottle of wine, it may not be 

as sociable but at least you don’t get fined for it – 

yet! 

 

 

EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK 

There have been significant 

developments on both sides of the 

channel over the last quarter, with 

the UK faring better than its 

European neighbours. Almost all 

economic data releases from the 

UK have been positive. In contrast, the Eurozone is 

still struggling to shake off this recession. As a 
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result, the GBP/EUR rate has risen to an 18 month 

high. 

 

Recent data releases from the UK suggest that the 

economy is now well on the road to recovery. The 

most recent round of retail sales data revealed the 

strongest growth in ten years. GDP growth is now 

forecast at 3.1% for the next year and 

unemployment has dropped below the critical 7% 

level. With the manufacturing and services sectors 

also posting robust growth figures, there is much to 

smile about in the UK, with the figures seemingly 

marking an end to six years of doom and gloom.  

 

The same cannot be said for our continental cousins 

however, with the Eurozone periphery still 

struggling with weak growth, low inflation and high 

unemployment. Mario Draghi, the president of the 

European Central Bank, is facing something of a 

conundrum. The Eurozone has been battling with 

rapidly slowing inflation of late. Historically, central 

banks would tackle low inflation by cutting interest 

rates to encourage consumer spending rather than 

saving. With interest rates already at a record low of 

0.25%, there is little room to manoeuvre. At the 

ECB's last press conference, Draghi hinted at the 

possibility of further quantitative easing or even 

negative deposit rates. In theory, increasing the 

money supply through quantitative easing should 

push prices up. Negative interest rates would 

hypothetically encourage banks to lend individuals 

and small businesses funds, rather than paying the 

ECB for deposits held with them. With more money 

flowing through the economy, prices should begin to 

rise, bringing inflation back up to a healthy 2-3%.  

 

Following Draghi's announcement in mid-May, the 

GBP/EUR rate shot up by over 1.5%. The 

announcement came at the same time as the Bank of 

England's inflation report, in which Mark Carney 

spoke of possible interest rate increases for the UK 

in the early part of next year. The two 

announcements highlighted the contrasting fortunes 

of the two currency zones, with the UK considering 

raising interest rates while the Eurozone cuts them. 

 

There have, however, been positive signs from some 

of the peripheral Euro nations. Spain has recently 

had its credit rating upgraded by all three credit-

ratings agencies. A sign that the country has turned a 

corner after five years of economic turmoil. Ratings 

agency Standard and Poor's cited improved 

economic prospects, praising the conservative 

government’s labour and structural reforms since 

2010 as the driving force behind the country's 

improving prospects. The move came as investor 

confidence in Spain's ability to repay debts 

continues to grow. Spain's borrowing costs had hit 

perilous highs in 2012 but have since dropped to 

pre-crisis levels.  

 

If you're buying or selling a property in Spain, it's 

likely that at some stage in the process you'll need to 

convert funds between euros and your home 

currency. For a free consultation on how to make the 

most of your currency transfer, contact  

 

James Baxter at the Foremost Currency Group on 

+44 1442 892 062 or email him at 

jsb@fcgworld.co.uk. 

 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

A consignment of 2,500kg of cocaine filled 

pineapples have arrived in the port of Algeciras by 

boat from Costa Rica.  The Guardia Civil had 

apparently been tipped off by International Security 

Agencies that the pineapples were packed with large 
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amounts of the recreational drug from South 

America. 

The drugs bust was not made in Algeciras, the port 

of arrival, but instead police followed the cargo to 

Madrid as part of Operation Moin.  The cocaine 

when seized was valued at 150 million euros and 4 

arrests have now been made.  

If undetected, the pineapples would certainly have 

made a pretty powerful Pina Colada! 

 

ACT OF MODERN DAY PIRACY IN THE 

STRAITS OF GIBRALTAR OR A VALID 

LEGAL CLAIM 

 

The Strait of Gibraltar have been a place of 

fascination to many over the years.  Reputedly the 

site of the Pillars of Hercules with the northern pillar 

being the Rock of Gibraltar and the southern rock in 

dispute, but thought to have been either Monte 

Hacho in Ceuta or Jebel Musa in Morocco.  The 

pillar myth originated from the twelve labours of 

Hercules, given to him by King Eurystheus in 

penance for having killed his wife and children 

during a bout of temporary madness.  His labours 

took him to the ends of the earth with the tenth 

labour which required him to  bring King 

Eurystheus  the beautiful herd of red cattle 

belonging to the winged monster Geryon, who 

guarded the prize herd with the help of a giant and 

his vicious two headed dog.  Hercules obliged by 

killing all three and bringing the herd to Eurystheus, 

thus marking the westward extent of his journeys.  A 

lost passage by Pindar makes reference to the pillars 

as the ´gates of Gades´ a name used in antiquity for 

Cadiz. 

 

It is little surprise that an area so steeped in myth 

and legend should be the site for a modern day 

mystery and allegations of piracy.  Soon after 

Odyssey Marine Exploration discovered a long lost 

ship wreck in the Straits of Gibraltar in May 2007, 

Spain filed a claim to the treasure.  The project code 

named Black Swan found the wreck and it was 

initially rumoured to be the Merchant Royal, a 17th 

century English merchant ship which, at its time of 

sinking, had on board 100,000 pounds of gold, 400 

bars of Mexican silver and nearly 500,000 pieces of 

eight and other coin making it one of the most 

valuable ship wrecks of all time.   

Why did the Merchant Royal have such a large 

treasure on board?  Well, part of the reason may 

have been its captain´s money making project.  

Having spent 3 years trading with the Spanish 

colonies in the West Indies between 1637 and 1640, 

the Merchant Royal and her sister ship the Dover 

Merchant,  called in to Cadiz on their way back to 

London.  Reports at the time state that the Merchant 

Royal was leaking badly after her long voyage, but 

when a Spanish ship caught fire in Cadiz port 

carrying treasure to convert in to money to pay  

Spain´s 30,000 soldiers in Flanders, Captain 

Limbrey saw an opportunity to bolster his wages by 

volunteering the services of his ship the Merchant 

Royal to drop off this treasure in Antwerp on his 

way back to London. Unfortunately, her leaking hull 

combined with the breakdown of her pumps caused 

her to sink in September 1641.  Eighteen men died 

and Captian Librey and 40 of his men got away in 

boats and were later picked up by the Dover 

Merchant.  

 

You can understand how the Odyssey Marine 

Exploration team first thought it might be the 

Merchant Royal due to the massive quantity of 

treasure on board but it is now thought that the 

wreck is actually the Nuestra Señora de las 

Mercedes, a Spanish ship which sank in 1804, 

although this has not been conclusively proved.   

 

Why all the legal argument? Well, shortly after the 

discovery became public in 2007,  Odyssey flew 17 

tons of coins worth 308 million pounds,  mostly in 

silver coin, from Gibraltar by private jets to a secure, 

unidentified location in Florida, USA.  This resulted 
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in Spain filing a claim in the case.  Some 

individuals, descendants of those who had paid to 

have their goods transported aboard the Mercedes 

have also filed claims against the company.  The US 

Federal Court, without a trial, dismissed the case 

determining it not to have jurisdiction and in 2012 

ordered the coins and artifacts be returned to the 

claimant, Spain.  Subsequently, the Eleventh Circuit 

Court of Appeal upheld the finding but have not 

commented on the issue of ownership.   

 

In 2007 Odyssey said that most of the treasure and 

coins they recovered are believed to be from one 

particular shipwreck but it was likely that artifacts 

from other wrecks had been mixed in with the 

recovered treasure as the wreck lay in an area known 

to contain many colonial era wrecks.  It was 

intended that the correct identity of the ship would 

be disclosed following further examination of the 

recovered treasure.  However,   Atlanta judge Mark 

Pizzo declared that the trove came from the Nuestra 

Señora de las Mercedes, a Spanish frigate sunk by a 

British Squadron off Cape St Mary, Portugal in 

October 1804.  He rejected Odysseys argument that 

it was not possible to say from which vessel the 

coins came from as they were so widely scattered on 

the ocean bed.  The judge went on to say that the 

treasure hunting company had clearly set out to find 

the Mercedes and had been successful.  He argued 

that the coin all dates from prior to 1804 and 

matched cargo which had been minted in Lima, 

Peru.  He also stated that cannon found close-by 

matched the cannon of the Mercedes.  The rightful 

ownership of the coin lies with the descendants of 

the 250 sailors who died when the ship blew up but 

the whereabouts of a further 400,000 coins remains 

a mystery.  

 

Even if the wreck is proven to be the Nuestra Señora 

de las Mercedes, the question, still has to be 

answered – was she on a sovereign mission or a 

commercial voyage?  The difference matters due to 

an international maritime law known as the doctrine 

of sovereign immunity, active-duty naval vessels on 

a noncommercial mission remain the property of the 

countries that commissioned them. Spain thus 

claimed the exclusive property of the wreck and its 

cargo but Odyssey insisted the ship’s last voyage, 

from Montevideo to Cadiz, was commercial in 

nature. The majority of coins onboard were owned 

by private merchants, not by Spain. 

Odyssey lost every round of the US Federal Court 

battles as the Spanish government painted them as 

modern day pirates.   Peru,  Bolivia and Chile 

entered the arena as the metals for the coins were 

mined and the coins struck in the Andes.  Spain did 

overcome a last minute appeal by the Peruvian 

government to block any transfer of the treasure 

back to Spain on the grounds that Peru did not gain 

its independence until 1824 but the country´s 

lawyers argued it was more than a simple colony at 

the time of these events because it was the local seat 

of the Spanish crown when the ship sank. The 

Spanish Queen Sofia has however promised that 

some of the treasure would be loaned to the country 

for display in museums. 

 

It would appear that the Odyssey´s decision to use 

Gibraltar to transfer the haul discovered by 

underwater robots at 1,100 feet below the surface 

may have been an error.  It lead to a tense stand-off  

in the waters just off Gibraltar.  Then shortly after 

the coin was spirited away to Florida, a Spanish 

warship forced the Odyssey´s 250ft salvage vessel 

in to the nearby Spanish port of Algeciras where the 

vessel was searched and the captain, Sterling Vorus, 

arrested but later freed. 

 

Now into the affray enters Wikileaks who released a 

state department cable revealing that US diplomats 

had offered to side with Spain against Odyssey .  

The US ambassador in Madrid sought to tie the 

treasure to attempts by an American citizen , Claude 

Cassier, to recover a painting bv Camille Pissarro 

which hangs in the Thyssen Bornemisza in Madrid.  

Mr Cassier had learned that the painting entitled 

“Rue Saint Honore, Afternoon, rain effect”, from his 
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family collection was hanging in the renowned 

Madrid museum.  His grandfather,  a Baron, had lent 

the family collection of 775 paintings to the museum 

for a period of nine and half  years in exchange for 

50million dollars.  Upon the death of the Baron 

some 5 years in to the deal, the Spanish government 

purchased the whole collection for a reported 327 

million dollars.  Having already renovated the 

Villahermosa Palace close to the Prado to store the 

collection.  The museum is operated by a  

foundation which by law has several government 

officials on its board. 

 

In 2001 the Commission for Art Recovery 

approached the Thyssen and petitioned Spain to 

recover the Cassirer´s family heirloom.  The effort 

was unsuccessful despite Spain having agreed to the 

Washington Principles, an agreement signed in 1998 

by Germany and 43 other countries pledging to 

search their collections for Nazi looted art in order 

to return it to its rightful owners.  Mr Cassirer 

further filed for the right to sue Spain and the 

Thyssen Foundation.  Permission was granted on 12 

August 2010, but sadly Mr Cassirer died in 

September of that year aged 89. 

 

Rightly or wrongly, the treasure has now returned to 

Spain ending a five year court battle which took 

more turns than a Peruvian mountain road.  

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

Spanish doctors have admitted that they need to 

respect their patient´s wishes and listen more to 

them.  They also acknowledge that they need to give 

more information about procedures and treatments.  

A good practice guide has been presented by the 

Medical College Organisation (OMC) highlighting 

the importance of ´effective and compassionate 

communication´ with patients and ´listening more´ 

to their views and needs.  It is also claimed that they 

lack honesty when responding to patient questions. 

Head of the OMC, Dr Rodríguez Sendín says 

doctors should treat patients as their equals, not their 

inferiors, and respect their dignity and privacy, 

aiming for fairness and respect no matter what the 

patient's lifestyle or beliefs are. 

 “You won't remove a patient's fear with a CAT scan 

or an MRI – a patient feels better when he or she is 

cared for, accompanied and listened to,” says Dr 

Juan Monés  also of the OMC.  “Doctors should use 

this guide to help, not as a rule-book, and adapt the 

advice therein to the individual patient.” 

The guidebook also covers doctors' rights to 

conscientious objection – which many have 

exercised after the ministry of health announced that 

illegal immigrants could no longer be treated 

without paying, and which many fear some doctors 

will use once the abortion law reform is passed. 

 

Dr Rodríguez Sendín was firm that chronically ill 

patients should have their prescription charges 

capped at 8 euros per month in the same way as 

pensioners on a low income and that there was no 

justification for making patients contribute towards 

their medical treatment.  However, he also felt that 

patients should be sanctioned for abuse of the 

medical services such as not cancelling unwanted 

appointments, not taking themselves off waiting lists 

when they have already been treated, going to A & 

E for non urgent reasons because they could not get 

an appointment with their GP etc and suggested a 

points system such as the one used for driving 

licences.  

 

Many Spanish doctors disagree with his view about 

a points system for those who misuse the service 

saying “we are medical practitioners, it is our job to 

treat, not judge.  We take the term ´emergency´ as 

defined by the World Health Organisation – that the 

patient and those around him or her consider it to be 

a situation that needs urgent attention”. 

 



Cadizcasa © 2011           www.cadizcasa.com 
 8 

YA EN TU CASA  

 

Visiting a new place and 

wishing that you could 

live there is a dream 

many people experience 

at some point in their 

lives but few then carry 

on to make the dream  

reality.  However, two 

very special people 

called Claudia and Diego did just that after visiting 

the beautiful  pueblo blanco of Vejer de la Frontera.  

  

The pretty geranium decked houses, cobbled streets 

and wide range of excellent restaurants and bars,  

was more than they could pass on, so they did return 

not only to live there but to have a very successful 

business and bring up their little daughter Lola 

Maria.  It has been my pleasure to know this 

charming, inventive and hard working pair for some 

time and their story reads like a script for a pretty 

good romcom. 

 

Claudia and Diego met in the year 2006 when 

Claudia was a sales manager and Diego a marketing 

manager. They were both working in the same 

multinational food and beverage company and fell in 

love between meetings and coffee breaks. They are 

originally from Milan and Livorno, two very diverse 

cities.  The first a stylish cosmopolitan city, the 

capital of the Lombardy region and  renowned for 

high fashion and the second, a bustling port city, 

founded in 1017, as the legends says by pirates and 

whores. It is Amedeo Modigliani’s homeland, and 

now is well known for its traditional drink “Ponce 

Livornese”. 

 

While visiting Cadaques in the Girona region  in 

2007 for an unstructured holiday where they could 

go where they wanted and do what they wanted, 

they got speaking to a girl in a hotel and she 

suggested that if they liked open spaces and nature, 

Caños de Meca and Vejer de la Frontera would be  

good places to visit.  Some 1300km away, at the 

opposite end of Spain, it was not exactly a day trip 

but as Claudia told me “we said, let´s  go!   When 

we arrived in the Costa de la Luz, we loved it, a 

beautiful piece of coastline, full of nature, sun, blue 

sky and open warm people.  That was it for us, 

every time we had some time off work, we came to 

the Costa de la Luz.  Then in 2009 we decided to 

buy a wonderful attic in the centre of the historic 

town of Vejer to give us a base.  You can view their 

lovely apartment  which is now available for holiday 

letting at click here http://www.cadizcasa.com 

 

A year later in 2010 when Lola Maria was born and 

we realised how little time we had to spend with her 

due to work commitments and the busy life we were 

leading,  we thought about the wonderful free life 

we had experienced in Spain and we started making 

plans.  “In 2012, we packed up our little green car, 

gave notice at our jobs, said goodbye to our family 

and headed to Vejer to start a new life.” 

 

As with many people who make that decision to 

relocate, the initial period of enjoying your new 

country is gradually overtaken by  the reality that 

you can get too much of a good thing,  you need to 

eat and the electricity bill still drops through the 

door and has to be paid.   

http://www.cadizcasa.com/en/listing.html?listingID=21478&action=listingview%23!prettyPhoto
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Claudia says “while walking on the beach, we were 

asking ourselves, what can we do that will give us a 

living”? The answers came pretty quickly - it had to 

be marketing and commercial skills based, 

something in the food and beverage sector and 

something where we can work directly with our 

clients and introduce them to something new and 

exciting”. 

 

So, Claudia and Diego decided to sell Andalucian 

gourmet products.   

 

 

In order to find the type of products they wanted to 

offer the public, they went on a trip to producers and 

wineries to sample the products personally and 

check out the quality.  Having put together their core 

products they looked for a retail outlet and found a 

little place in the Calle Corredera, one of the most 

historic streets in Vejer.  There was a fair amount of 

reforming to do but finally the premises were ready.  

They specialise in products from small to medium 

companies and sell them physically in their shop, 

via internet and direct by international distribution.  

Customers can buy and take away their selected 

products or they can be shipped to order.  The new 

on line shop is up and running and some excellent 

contacts have helped  this fabulous little enterprise 

spread into Germany, Italy and France where other 

food outlets now retail their products. 

 

 

What did Claudia and Diego call this popular 

business – Ya en tu casa – el sabor de Andalucia.  

Diego says, “it means  - ´and at home´, because we 

bring these fabulous Andalucian products right in to 

your home and on to your table.  We ship direct to 

the houses of our clients from the shop and from the 

on line store.  We want people to feel that they are at 

home when they enter our shop whether that is 

physically or on line. 

 

From the moment the shop opened in March 2013 

business was brisk with excellent interest from 

abroad.  The first shipped orders being to 

Switzerland and American.  The client base now 

covers 72 nationalities from Moroccan to New 

Caledonian. 

 

In September of the same year Claudia was voted 

business woman of the month by Andalucia 

Emprende of the Junta de Andalucia and in 

December their first shipment left for Sidney in 

Australia. Ya en tu Casa was involved in 4 events to 

get their name known and their products in front of 

the consumers.  These events  included two tastings 

for sherry and brandy, a fashion event in their shop 

and a Christmas market in the winery of an 

important hotel in Jerez. 
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It might seem a bit of a silly question but 

nonetheless I asked if they liked food and wine.  

Claudia tells me that Diego started young making 

undrinkable cocktails for his school friends and was 

always interested in international foods while 

Claudia is something of an expert on wines and her 

native Tuscany kitchen.   

 

The couple feel that Spain offers some excellent 

products such as the first ecological caviar in the 

world, the 

excellent 

almadraba tuna 

fish caught off the 

coast of the Costa 

de la Luz and a 

sweet, Muscat 

wine from the 

boutique winery 

group Jorge 

Ordoñez,  called 

No. 2 Victoria, 

which was served 

to her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II 

at the Nobel Prize 

dinner in 2012.  Not only are these high quality 

products unbeatable but their pricing is very 

favourable too.  Ya en tu casa´s products currently 

most popular with their clients are an ecological and 

organic extra virgin olive oil, a red wine from Cadiz 

which is similar to an Italian “amarone” wine, a 

range of special chutneys including the fabulous 

sounding Chestnut and Rockfort, Tomato and 

Jalapeño and Onion and Pedro Ximenez plus a 

wonderful ecological honey. 

You always know when you ask people like Claudia 

and Diego what their plans for the future  are, that 

they will have a plan and it will be something pretty 

spectacular so within the next few weeks they will 

open a new “e-store” in the new part of Vejer  at  La 

Noria, where all the orders will be collated, packed 

and distributed and there is a little area where clients 

can come in and see the products then order via the 

on-line Ya en tu casa page through the monitor 

provided inside the shop.  Eat your heart out Argos! 

 

Also on the agenda for this year is a Ya en tu casa 

electronic magazine where chefs, writers, designers 

etc can comment freely about their Ya en tu casa 

experience, Andalucia, recipes, places to visit, 

products and events. The idea is to put together 

producers and customers so they can exchange ideas 

and experiences.  

 

Not satisfied with this considerable expansion of 

their business, they are planning a third Ya en tu 

casa shop.  As yet,  premises have not been found 

but for a couple with their skills, that is merely a 

formality. 
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Thank you for reading our Newsletter, the next 

edition will be out on 1 September 2014.  

Please remember it is free to join our mailing list 

for the Newsletter and all you need do is register 

under Newsletter in the right hand column of our 

Home Page. 

 

Drop in and visit Claudia and Diego at Ya en tu casa 

in Vejer in: 

The Old Town: Calle Corredera, 17 

The New Town: Calle Hijuela de Lucas, s/n 

Website: www.yaentucasa.com 

Phone: +34 681243933 

Email: andalucia@yaentucasa.com 

Facebook: yaentucasa.andalucia 

 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS 

 

Both British and Swiss nationals who bought 

wooden lodges on Atlantic Forest Park in Zahara de 

Los Atunes have lost their two and half year legal 

battle to save their properties.  The wood lodges 

have now been demolished leaving only the concrete 

foundations and some of the owners intend to sell 

the wood for scrap to recover some of their lost 

investment.    One owner paid 110,000€ for his 

holiday home and has now lost everything. 

 

While this may seem very little comfort, the owners 

are happy that they managed to prevent the 

landowner  cashing in on selling their properties. On 

top of that he has a fine to pay to the Junta de 

Andalucia. 

 

Things went wrong after it was discovered that the 

company who leased the land to put the lodges on 

did not own the land in the first place and the 

project, originally planned to create a mobile home 

park with space for 84 mobile homes and 15 lodges,  

de-railed.  The owners are now planning on suing 

the owner of the company which leased the land in 

2008 for fraud.  A series of planning problems 

emerged and these led to the project being ruled 

illegal.  It would appear that the correct planning 

permission had not been obtained from Barbate 

Townhall and the company had been unable to buy 

the land from the original owner.  They tried to save 

the site by selling it to a venture capital company but 

in 2011 they stopped funding and the project 

collapsed.  An attempt was then made to buy the 

land from the rightful owner in 2012 but he refused 

to sell. 

 

Sadly now the park has been demolished, the land 

owner can start the process again and seek a new 

permit to build homes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


