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Newsletter 
 

I am delighted to welcome you to our March 

Newsletter and say that after a very long time in 

recession, some 7 years now, Spain appears to be 

turning towards better times.   Following on from 

the upturn in property sales during the final quarter 

of last year, the momentum has continued in to this 

year.  Something which we did not dare hope for.  

Prices are still not recovering but at least we are 

starting to move some of the housing stock and that 

is a good sign not only for us but also for the wider 

economy.  The Industry Minister thinks that 

construction could be underway again by 2016 so 

the future looks considerably brighter than it has for 

some time. 

 

Holiday enquiries started earlier than usual this year 

for all areas of the coast and some clients wanting to 

make forward bookings in to 2015.   Long term 

rentals for people wishing to try before they buy are 

also on the increase. Prices for all types of rental are 

still highly competitive and  I believe they will 

remain so throughout this year.  So the word 

discount will be featuring a lot in all negotiations. 

That said, at least people do want to come and 

holiday in Spain and we welcome them with open 

arms. 

 

In this issue we have our usual money market view 

from James Baxter at Foremost Currency.  A great 

article about the Spanish Architect David Seoane 

Perez, giving an insight to his life, his family, his 

passions and his love of both old and new 

architecture.  We have a quick catch up on the new 

UK TV situation, also  Energy Efficiency 

Certificates and some news about special offers 

from ENDESA plus an article about the Junta de 

Andalucia announcement that they will be 

introducing registration for all rental property,  

including rooms for rental.  The directive is still 

filtering down to local level but nonetheless, if you 

rent out your property, you need to be aware of this 

new law and comply when the procedure is in place. 

 
 Lesley McEwan, MD, Cadizcasa 

 

 

 STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS 

 

People already struggling to make ends meet have 

now been hit with a massive 18% rise in fixed 

charges for electricity.  

 

The Minister for Industry, Jose Manuel Soria had 

warned that the consumption prices would rise by 

around 2.3% on January 1st of this year but the 18% 

hike in the fixed charges was not widely publicised. 

 

This piece of bad news only came out when national 

media agencies spotted it in the Official State 

Bulletin or the BOE.  This document is used to 

communicate all government decisions to society 

but few bother to read through the somewhat dry 

and weighty document on a daily basis. 

 

As the greater part of your bill, some 55% is made 

up of government taxes which cover transport, 

distribution, “green” taxes etc and only 45% of the 

bill is actual consumption, so trying to save on your 

consumption will only make a small impact on the 

amount you pay every two months. So control of 

your electricity cost is effectively out of your hands. 

 

Many people  have taken to the streets in 23 cities 

across Spain,  along with 500 associations and 

consumer groups,  in calling for an end to what they 

see as abusive electricity rates which are causing 

many families to struggle even more. 

 

An independent audit has been called for and a 

reduction from 21% to 4% in the IVA which would 

match the percentage charged on staple goods and 

services.   

 

Issue : 11  
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UPDATES ON ARTICLES FROM LAST 

YEAR 

 

It is time to update you on several articles which we 

ran last year.  We try hard to keep you up to date on 

the latest legislation and any changes to every day 

life in Spain, so here are a few pieces which may be 

of interest. 

 

UK TV 

 

The main UK TV has now gone off screen as 

expected in Spain.  This is due to a new satellite 

being launched to replace one which was defunct.   

Unfortunately, the new satellite is not as powerful as 

the previous one and therefore areas of Spain and 

Portugal cannot now pick up the signal.   

 

 

There are several options available to continue 

receiving UK TV.  Some seem to provide a good 

service and good reception but as many are internet 

based, the reception will be dependent on the 

download speed and quality supplied by your 

internet provider.  Download speeds and internet 

quality are very variable in Spain and quite poor in 

some areas so you should check this out thoroughly 

before ordering a TV installation.   If the speed or 

quality is not good enough then you will suffer 

freezing which can be pretty annoying in the middle 

of Downton Abbey when Maggie Smith looks like 

she is having a seizure and repeats herself 5 times on 

the trot. 

 

 

The prices vary and the complication of using the 

various services on offer also varies, so I would 

recommend that you shop about before committing 

to any system.  There are of course free services and 

you may want to have a look at those also. 

 

 

If you do not already have an internet connection 

and are looking to make one, ask around to see what 

others are using. Some companies have very poor 

reputations here in Spain and some of the national 

companies cannot supply a good speed or quality in 

certain areas, so do your homework before making a 

contract or you could be landed with an 18 month 

contract to a supplier who cannot delivery what you 

require to view UK TV comfortably. 

 

EEC CERTIFICATES 

 

The EEC certification is now well under way but 

many thousands of property owners seem to be 

sticking their heads in the sand and hoping it will all 

go away.  Sadly that is not going to happen.  The 

Spanish government is adamant that all properties 

will have certificates.  I have already heard of sales 

being turned back by the Notary due to the property 

not having a certificate or one not of a sufficient 

quality to be acceptable. 

 

 

The price wars have started and some operators are 

reducing their prices almost on a weekly basis while 

offering commission to agents who pass clients to 

them.  Reduced costs in this area, as in most means 

reduced quality and I believe some certificates have 

already turned up and been identified as duplicates, 

not originals.  Rather than survey every property in a 

residential area, some bright sparks have decided 

just to duplicate the certificates on the basis that the 

houses are all the same so the certificates will all be 

the same.  This is down to an ignorance of the 

procedure.  You can have two houses of the same 

construction in the same street which will give 

different readings.  This can be due to many factors 

including orientation, domestic appliances etc.  So if 

you are offered a cheap deal by a company offering 

to do the whole street at a knock down price, that 

clanging sound is probably the warning bell ringing 

and you need to make further enquiries to ensure 

that each house will be assessed separately or you 

could end up paying for a useless EEC. 
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DISCOUNTS ON ELECTRICITY 

AVAILABLE FROM ENDESA 

 

 

Endesa, the large power supply company are 

offering discounts on electricity.  This follows 

several hikes in prices and an outcry from the public 

and various consumer organisations, with many 

families unable to afford to heat their homes over 

the past winter. 

 

The offer is as follows:- 

 

3% discount – contract 1 year - unit rate 0.12/kwh 

 

5% discount – contract 2 years - unit rate 0.14/kwh 

 

10% discount – contract 1 year - unit rate 0.12/kwh 

but you must take a service agreement charged at 

1.69 euros per month. (Details available from 

ENDESA as to what is covered and what is not 

under the service agreement). 

 

Off Peak Offer 

 

Night 22.00hrs – 12.00hrs – unit price 0.5/kwh 

Daytime 12.00hrs – 22.00hrs – unit price 0.14/kwh 

 

In order to make a contract they need your original 

passport or NIE. 

 

Please remember that prices can be varied without 

notice so please ask at your local ENDESA office 

for the up to date information. 

 

 

STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS 

 

The controversial abortion law reform has been 

passed in Spain, meaning that women can only 

terminate an unwanted pregnancy if it is the result of 

a rape and then only within the first 12 weeks of 

gestation,  or if her life and health is in serious 

danger.  Furthermore, a child with a disability or 

deformity – however serious - cannot be aborted 

even when that child would require 24 hour care 

after birth.  

 

The opposition socialists say the new law will force 

women in to hands of back street abortionists if they 

cannot afford the air fares to London or Paris for an 

abortion.  The bill was carried through with 183 

votes for and 151 against. 

 

Opposition to a government´s policies by its own 

party members can, be punished by fines, unlike in 

other countries where dissidence is commonplace.  

A number of PP MPs and PP party members are 

against the reform and as the ballot was a secret one, 

they had the chance to vote without fear of reprisal. 

 

 

Surveys show that 8 in 10 Spanish nationals do not 

agree with the restrictions and that a significant 

number identified themselves as Catholics.  A nun 

spoke out on her blog that it was not up to the 

church or government to decide ´what a woman 

does with her body´ and that abortion was a private 

and personal decision which should be made only by 

the woman and those directly involved. 

 

 

EXCHANGE RATE OUTLOOK 

 

It’s been another interesting quarter 

for the money markets, with a real 

improvement in economic conditions, 

particularly in the UK, but also in the 

Eurozone, with positivity from both 

sides of the channel. Sterling started 2014 in the 

same vein as it had ended the previous year, 

inexorably gaining strength against most of its major 

counterparts. The euro has also been performing 

well, with the two currencies locked in a tug of war, 

keeping exchange rates relatively stable.  

 

 

Economic data from the UK over the last three 

months has been fairly positive, with the recovery 

finally gaining momentum. Unemployment is 

falling, real wages are finally increasing and GDP 
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growth forecasts are constantly being revised 

upwards. There has even been talk of an interest rate 

rise, with unemployment almost at the threshold of 

7%.  

 

 

After taking over at the Bank of England last 

summer, Canadian Mark Carney introduced a policy 

of ‘forward guidance’, whereby interest rates would 

be linked to the level of unemployment, with the 

central bank raising rates when unemployment 

dropped to 7% or lower. The Bank had originally 

forecast this level would be reached in the last 

quarter of 2016 but Carney now admits that it may 

be as soon as the spring, with unemployment 

currently sitting at 7.2%. The pound has 

consequently surged amid speculation that the Bank 

could raise interest rates imminently. Of course, this 

is sterling positive as sterling assets would yield 

higher returns, therefore increasing demand for the 

currency, strengthening it in the process. Even after 

Carney poured cold water on this, saying that a hike 

would not be likely until 2015, sterling has remained 

strong.  

 

 

In the Bank of England’s recent inflation report, 

GDP forecast for this year and next were revised 

upwards in light of the improving economic 

conditions. The central bank are now forecasting 

economic growth of 3.4% for 2014, revised upwards 

from its November forecast of 2.8%. Following the 

announcement, the mighty pound gained a percent 

against the euro. 

 

 

However, there have also been positive signs in 

Spain. For example, the unemployment rate is 

finally starting to fall and GDP figures are back in 

positive territory. The decline in property prices 

seems mercifully to be slowing over the last few 

quarters. Investors now seem to be keen on Spanish 

assets in anticipation of an economic recovery. With 

low property prices and a strong pound, now may be 

the time for British investors to take advantage of 

the favourable conditions by buying property in 

Spain. After the wettest winter in 250 years, the 

appeal of a home in sunnier climes is stronger than 

ever. 

 
If you’re buying or selling property in Spain and will 

need to convert funds into or out of euros, please 

contact James Baxter at the Foremost Currency Group 

for a free, no obligation consultation on 01442 892 062 

or email him directly on jsb@fcgworld.co.uk for a free, 

no obligation consultation. 
 

 

STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS 

 

The Spanish government are looking at plans to 

overhaul the Social Security system for self 

employed business people.  Following many years 

of complaints from sole traders and small business 

owners that the burden of Social Security costs are 

driving them out of business,  the government is set 

to look at the self employed paying contributions in 

accord with what they earn rather than a flat rate.  

The Vice President, Soraya Saenz de Santamaria, of 

the national association which represents self 

employed people,  claims that the cabinet has 

promised to look at the situation in depth and 

consider radical reform.  The association presented a 

revised system where by business owners would pay 

according to their actual financial capacity.  This 

would drastically reduce the burden on those with 

low earning but conversely raise it for those more 

capable of paying. 

 

 

It is thought that this way the Social Security 

Authorities would in fact claw back more rather than 

less money and smaller entities would have a 

financial break to grow, invest and hopefully take on 

more staff. 

 

 

At present, the social security office accumulates an 

annual debt exceeding 10 billion euros.  It has just 

seen a loss of 900 million in a year when it expects 

to have to pay out double the number of retirement 

pensions.  However, as the self employment 

association explained most of those who work for 
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themselves pay social security based on an income 

of less than 1,030.70 euros per month, no matter 

what they actually earn!  By paying the lower level 

their eventual retirement pension, based on today´s 

figures, will barely reach 350 euros per month. 

 

 

The association also says that due to the 

bureaucratic near impossibility of claiming dole 

money when a business ceases due to the hard 

economic climate, 8 out of 10 self employed people 

have been unable to get financial assistance. 

 

The association presented figures which showed 

clearly that since the crisis started there has been a 

sharp rise in the number of self employed people.  

This has been due to a lack of jobs and people 

taking their future in to their own hands. 

 

 

In 2013 alone, 60,000 people used their dole money 

to set up a new business or agreed to take a ratio of 

their unemployment benefit entitlement to combine 

it with working for themselves on a reduced income.  

The first 9 months of the year showed the number of 

self employed has increased by more than 2% - six 

times the average rise in the remainder of the EU 

sector. 

 

 

The government, seeing the severe unemployment 

situation last year, allowed anyone under 30 to pay 

just 50 euros per month in Social Security for the 

first 6 months of their self employment but later in 

the year,  extended this to include all age groups.  

This resulted in a massive surge in self employed 

people but after the 6 months ends, they then have to 

pay the minimum set rate of  250 euros per month. 

 

 

 

NEW RENTAL LAWS 

 

The Junta de Andalucia have finally announced that 

they will introduce licensing for holiday rental 

properties which offer rentals of 1 month or less.  

Following the approval of this law at national level 

last year. This includes not only whole properties for 

rental, but also the rental of rooms within a larger 

property. 

 

 

They have stated that the system for registration 

should be in place by summer 2014 but we have no 

further details and until we do it is not possible to 

say how much work will be involved in registering a 

property.  Each area are implementing slightly 

different guidelines and until Cadiz province 

announce theirs and give us instructions and 

guidelines to work to, any speculation is merely that 

– speculation. I have been told that some rental 

agents are already talking about increasing charges 

to their clients to cover the “additional work” but 

until we know how much work is required, in my 

view, it is wholly wrong to start upping costs to 

clients. 

 

 

One good piece of news is that Rafael Rodrigues, 

the Minister for Tourism, has said that like the 

Energy Efficiency Certificates, there will be no 

registration fees in Andalucia.  He further states , 

“the introduction of licenses for holiday homes in 

Andalucía is not about shielding the interests of the 

hotel industry, nor is it about seeking extra income 

through license fees. The regularization will benefit 

society as a whole, through tax revenues, job 

creation and the quality of the touristic offer and 

supply.  

 

 

Many people have been worried by the threat of 

rentals being banned all together but Raphael 

Rodriguez has confirmed this is certainly not going 

to be the case and that the amount of income to the 

area from private rentals is well acknowledged by 

the authorities. 

 

 

There was certainly a fair amount of lobbying by 

hotels against private rentals, but in an area where 

last year, three times more revenue was generated 
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from private rental property than from hotel stays, 

the government has to be careful not to create a 

similar situation to that seen when they introduced 

the overseas assets disclosure requirements. Many 

overseas nationals merely moved their base back to 

their country of origin or in to Gibraltar, with 

Gibraltar financial advisors saying that they had 

never been so busy. What Andalucia does not want 

is for large quantities of property owners to decide 

to just stop renting as it is too complicated to 

comply with the new laws, thereby reducing a very 

lucrative tourism market. 

 

The government have long been suspected of 

introducing this law to clamp down on illegal 

rentals, where owners rent out their property but do 

not declare their income to the authorities and the 

introduction of registration will make it much easier 

for the authorities to find properties being rented 

out.  Once registered, a property will receive a 

registration number and this must be shown on all 

advertising material for that property.  A quick 

browse through the local and international holiday 

rental websites and a property with no registration 

number will be easily identified.  As yet, there has 

been no indication of fines for those who do not 

comply, but that will undoubtedly follow once the 

local legislation is announced. 

 

 

Obligations for rental property owners already exist 

and the registration process is merely an extension 

of what is already in place.  The law is clear that all 

resident and non resident foreign property owners 

are required to submit a tax return to the Hacienda 

on an annual basis.   If you rent your property the 

income should also be shown on your return.  

Likewise, owners are being told that they need rental 

insurance with public liability cover and that their 

electric and gas appliances should be checked.  This 

has been the case for some time.  Public liability and 

rental cover insurance is automatically included on 

many insurance policies in Spain because so many 

people do rent.  So, before you go buying new 

policies, check your old one as it may already be 

covered, but if you do need to add it, the cost should 

be minimal.  Gas checks, including 5 year 

certification can be carried out by some of the gas 

bottle supply companies and we have had many of 

these checks done for our clients.  The check 

includes a print out to show that the boiler is safe as 

regards carbon monoxide emissions. 

Please also remember that to rent a property in 

Spain you now need an Energy Efficiency 

Certificate.  You need the certificate not only to rent 

your property but also to advertise it for rent. 

 

 

Regulation is not a bad thing.  It will raise the 

quality of rental property on offer and remove from 

the market those not prepared to comply.  The 

Townhalls may decide to go down the same route as 

that already in place for rustic properties.  Having 

seen one of the forms it is nothing to worry about.  It 

is merely a factual record of the facilities of the 

house. There are some limitations such as minimum 

required bedrooms sizes but that will prevent 

holiday makers having to sleep in a cupboard and 

being told it is a double bedroom, but again, we 

have to wait and see the actual forms before we will 

know for sure. 

 

 

Whether owners will be required to register with an 

official rental agent is something that we, do not 

know at this time.  It is likely that they will be 

required to give a 24 hour contact number for 

emergencies so the police, for instance can contact 

them.   For those not living in Spain, an agent may 

be the answer. 

 

 

We will be offering full services to any property 

owner who wishes to register when that time comes. 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS 

 

The actor, Sean Connery has finally testified in a 

Malaga court over the Goldfinger building 
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corruption and money laundering case which has 

been ongoing since 2007. 

 

 

Mr Connery stated that he had ´no connection with´ 

the Marbella mayor Jesus Gil, only having seen him 

once, but not spoken to him at a public event. He 

denies knowing the councillor Juan Antonio Roca 

who along with ex mayor of Marbella, Julian 

Muñoz, has been changed with multi million euro 

tax evasion and corruption over a luxury residential 

development in the Costa del Sol. 

 

 

Mr Connery further stated that in the 1990´s he 

instructed a lawyer, Hector Diaz Bastien to order 

Sñr Gil to withdraw his campaign video for his re- 

election as mayor of Marbella as it contained 

footage of Mr Connery without his consent.  This 

request was duly met. 

 

 

When asked about Malibu S.A.,  a development 

company, he said that had broken ties with the 

company when he transferred his Marbella villa to 

his wife and denied any connection with a  second 

developer called “By The Sea” which was connected 

to the construction of 72 luxury homes. 

 

 

He further denied ever having been to the Property 

Registry in Marbella, let alone giving gifts to its 

employees by way of bribes and stated that he had 

never obtained capital gains or profits from the 

operations being investigated in the case. 

 

 

With regard to tax evasion, Mr Connery responded 

that he had no tax obligations in Spain and that he 

did not have commercial holdings on the Isle of 

Man, Uruguay, Panama or in Holland where he has 

been accused of laundering money.   

 

Mr Connery stressed to the court that he was 

testifying in a voluntary capacity at the request of 

the legal authorities of Spain and the Bahamas, to 

help with enquiries and that he was present to assist 

the process not to be blamed.  He declared that his 

comments in the dock were without prejudice and 

without his consent to be ´subjected to in any way´ 

the jurisdiction of the Spanish courts. 

 

 

So far, 17 people have been charged in the 

Goldfinger case, including the two mayors, a former 

planning advisor in Marbella council, 5 ex-

councillors from the Costa del Sol, 2 solicitors, a 

selection of accountants, financial advisors and a 

business owner. 

 

 

 

SPANISH ARCHITECT DAVID SEOANE 

PEREZ DISCUSSES HIS LIFE, HIS LOVES 

AND HIS FAVOURITE BUILDINGS 

 

 

David Seoane Perez is a Spanish Architect and he 

agreed to share with me his life story, his loves and 

his favourite buildings. 

 

 
 

David was born in El Ferrol, La Coruña, Galicia in 

1974.  At the age of 6 months, his parents moved to 

San Fernando in Cadiz province,  a city which 

David says he has a special love of because he spent 

his childhood there.  At 18, David went to Madrid to 

study Architecture and soon fell in love with the 

city.  He reckons ´there is something in the air, in 
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each street, in each corner, in each square…… 

modern and ancient architecture comes together 

here.  The city is a good resume of Spanish 

architectural history´. 

 
 

I wondered if architecture ran in the blood but no, 

most of David´s family are members of the Spanish 

Navy and his father is no exception.   He was a 

Naval Commander and is now enjoying retirement. 

His dad´s expertise in machinery and engineering 

comes in handy and he often helps David who 

describes him as his “best friend and pillar” who has 

sustained him through professional and personal 

troubles.  “I usually follow his advice especially 

when related to life in general.  My mother is the 

nicest housewife in the world, she is the most patient 

woman I have ever met.  Often when I was a child 

she had to play both mother and father role as my 

father was away for long periods at sea.  She often 

told me it was tough because we were a new young 

family, in a new city and far away from our relatives 

in Galicia.  I am an only child and I do miss not 

having siblings but it helped my imagination 

develop as I played alone a lot.  Imagination is a 

very handy tool for an architect”. 

 

I asked David how old he was when he first noticed 

architecture.  He said “since I was about 5 years old 

I liked drawing, painting, modelling and design in 

general.  I remember clearly in 1986 when I was 

doing some design homework.  The teacher asked us 

to draw an architectural picture.  I chose a Leonardo 

da Vinci façade. It was my first taste of technical 

drawing and I  still remember when I started to draw 

the first lines, the emotion I felt and how impressed 

I was when suddenly, from a two dimensional sheet 

of paper emerged a three dimensional Renaissance 

building…. I think that was the beginning for me.  

The actual decision to become an architect I made at 

17, after walking through Merida, who´s original 

name was Emerita Augusta.  It was one of the most 

populated cities in the Roman Empire, filled with 

ruins and I looked at the building El Museo de Arte 

Romano designed by the great Spanish architect 

Rafael Moneo and that made me realise that I 

wanted to be an architect. 

 

David studied at the Escuela Técnica Superior de 

Arquitectura de Madrid. Where he specialised in 

urban planning.  He said “for me this is one of the 

best architecture schools in Spain.  Most of the best 

Spanish architects are professors there and listening 

to them made me find a real vocation in architecture.  

I soon understood that architecture is more than 

drawing, more than a passion for looking at building 

facades from the outside.  Mostly people have a 

simple concept of architecture but really it is an art 

to create different spaces in which different 

architectural situations are recreated according to the 

physical and psychological needs of the human 

being and with the ability to capture them all in a 

unique unitary building.  I personally think a 

modern architect should prioritize the internal space 

more than the aesthetic envelope.  

 

 It crossed my mind that living in a  city had perhaps 

made him more aware of beautiful buildings.  “Not 

at all” he said, the ´beauty´ or as architects used to 

say “the ability to get excited by buildings” can be 

found in every single place, big cities, small cities, 

villages, at the top of mountains, in the middle of a 

forest.  I especially like Open-Offs buildings, 

recreational buildings, crystal pavilions based on a 

metal structure and enclosures to achieve an ethereal 

look, I praise any kind of building in the middle of 

nature in direct relationship with it.  Landscaping is 

one of my favourite passions in architecture´. 

 

After finishing university, David started work with 

great enthusiasm on the outskirts of Madrid in the 

Segovia area.  ´I remember clearly the difference 

between the romantic visions of architecture at 

University and the reality of it.  Architecture in real 

life is  governed by regulations and that sometimes 

is an obstacle to an architects´ creativity. 
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I first worked in collaboration with other architects 

to gain experience. I did projects for bank branches, 

swimming pools, single family houses, groups of 

houses and collective housing, plus great projects 

such as underground and multi-story car parks and 

some parks and landscaping.  Having gained some 

experience I decided to go it alone and I had my first 

order for a townhouse in a village in Segovia for an 

uncle of mine.  I later decided to enter the legal 

world and did technical reports and gave evidence as 

an expert at Court Hearings. 

 

Nowadays, I have several open projects in Madrid, 

where I live with my wife, but from 2011 I have also 

worked for many of the British community in the 

Cadiz province.  I have done surveys to legalize 

dwellings and I am now working on Energy 

Efficiency Certificates as required by the new 

legislation of 2013. 

 

I am blessed in that my wife is not an architect, she 

is an official of the Spanish Ministry of Justice at 

one of the most important courts in Madrid, but she 

has a keen interest in architecture and when we visit 

a new city or urban area or even just a new building 

I explain to her the main aspects of the architecture 

and she comes back with questions so we have a 

good shared interest.  My wife is keener on ancient 

architecture than on modern and particularly likes 

the Royal Palace in Madrid, The Townhall and the 

Crystal Palace at Retiro Park.  Lucky for me she 

also likes landscaping and her favourite parks in 

Madrid are Fuente del Berro and Carpricho Park.  

Being originally from Zamora, her favourite 

architecture is the Roman and Gothic buildings of 

Castilla y Leon. 

 

Architecture is with me even in my leisure time.  I 

have subscribed to a major architecture magazine for 

many years which keeps me up to date with new 

architecture worldwide.  Another passion of mine is 

visiting new modern buildings.  Once I have read 

about them I want to see them,  to see if I feel the 

same excitement the architect felt when he was 

planning the project and the ideas just bombed in to 

his head”.   

 

When asked which cities in Spain David liked most 

for their architecture he said “choosing one city in 

Spain where I like the architecture is nearly 

impossible.  In every city, town, village, street or 

square I find buildings which embrace me. In the 

same city you find medieval architecture as well as 

modern. Antiquity and modernity go hand in hand 

but I do love Madrid, especially The Austrias urban 

area.  It is nice to walk down the narrow streets and 

sense the baroque of Madrid, each building has its 

own history.  Two of my favourite buildings are the 

Reina Sofia Museum extension designed by Jean 

Nouvel and located in one of the vertex of “the 

triangle of arts”.  I was really impressed when I saw 

the huge red roof that seems to be floating in the air 

and the other is the “Caixa Forum” in Paseo del 

Prado designed by the architects Herzog and De 

Meuron.  It was built on the original foundations of 

an old electric power station and preserves the 

essence of that building within its architecture. 

 

 

Burgos and Segovia are another two cities I like, 

especially for their gothic heritages: their Cathedrals 

are among the largest in the world.  Zamora I like 

for its medieval urbanism and its non-typical 

Romanic architecture, there are several churches all 
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over the City that break the schemes of the typical 

romanic construction. 

 

Granada, is a taste of an ancient Muslim legacy with 

its majestic Alhambra Palace:  

 

The finest Muslim architecture comes together with 

water and vegetation.  

 

In Bilbao, in the Basque country, there is a new 

modern building designed by the architect Frank 

Gehry, from the Guggenheim Museum  

 

and although it is not one of the buildings I like the 

most, it has two aspects that really impressed me 

when I visited as a student when it was still in 

construction:  

 

The architecture is conceived as a sculpture and the 

great technological and structural flaunt, had never 

been seen before in Spain… 

 

But finally, I cannot miss out the most ancient city 

in Europe, Cádiz.  It has an enchantment very 

difficult to describe.  It has what the planner 

architects use to call “Genio del Lugar”.  Everytime 

I walk along the coastline of the “Paseo Campo del 

Sur”, I feel an indescribable need  to contemplate 

the horizon, that magical line where the ocean 

touches the sky. With respect to the buildings, what 

I like it most is its edicular architecture.  I mean 

those little towers that rise among the rest of the 

buildings of the city, impossible to see from the 

narrow streets, and built for ancient traders to watch 

the merchant ships in the distance.  

 

The Tavira tower, or “La Bella Escondida” (The 

Hidden Beauty), is a good example of them…and 

finally I would like to mention the white villages all 

over Cádiz province such as Vejer de la Frontera, 

Arcos de la Frontera and Alcalá de los Gazules.  I 
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would especially recommend those to anyone 

wanting to live a life of inner peace. 

 

 

I was curious to know if there were any buildings 

left in the world that David still wanted to see. He 

said “there are thousands and thousands I would like 

to visit but there are two countries in particular I 

would like to return to.  The first is Finland.  I was 

there in summer 2007 and realized there are few 

countries in the world who have so much love for 

nature in relation to architecture.  

  

 

The Finlandia Talo (the building of the Finnish 

People) in Helsinki is a masterpiece of the great 

Finish architect Alvar Aalto.  You see subtle details 

that make you understand this country´s closeness to 

nature.  In some areas the building opens itself to 

give shelter to the surrounding trees and vegetation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Another country I would like to return to is the UK.   

 

I was very impressed by the new London Townhall.  

It is a good example of sculptural formalism and 

functionality.  A building with an ethereal look 

which emulates a drop of water which has fallen to 

the floor.  It is a very public building, a “naked” 

building.   

 

You can see its interior from the inner ramp that 

goes around it. 

 

My list of buildings to see is endless.  I would have 

to say the “Mairea” Villas, at Noormarkku in 

Finland designed by Alvar Aalto.  “The Waterfall 

house” in Pennsylvania, USA designed by Frank 
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Lloyd Wright.  The luxury houses on the east coast 

of the USA designed by Richard Meier, including 

the Douglas House at Michigan on the great lakes, 

all of which I would love to see and last but not 

least, “The Yokohama Port Terminal” in Japan 

designed by the Spanish architect Alejandro Zaera.  

I could not visit the Mairea Villa when I was in 

Finland but for me it is the culmination of the 

communion between architecture and nature.  The 

Villa hugs the forest around it and makes it part of 

the house.  I am fascinated by how Alvar Aalto used 

wood to build the Villa.  Frank Lloyd Wright and 

Richard Meier in my opinion are two of the most 

talented architects in North America.  They share a 

love for nature yet, they had different points of view 

about how a house should interact with the 

environment.  Frank Lloyd Wright wanted to 

camouflage his dwellings in nature in order to 

become part of it, creating single and comfortable 

interiors but Richard Meier proposed an opposite 

concept – to integrate his white luxury dwelling by 

contrast with nature,  designing houses with a 

smashing volumetric presence and creating great 

panoramic interiors.  My last choice, “The 

Yokohama Port Terminal” I chose for two reasons.  

You do not need to use stairs for changing from 

level to level.  You can do it by walking along nice 

wooden ramps and moreover, he is another architect 

who breaks the classic concepts of horizontality and 

verticality in architecture.   

 

We all like to have a dream now and again, so I 

asked David what his dream commission would be.  

His reply was “an architect can get excited about 

any kind of building whether it is a skyscraper or a 

50M2 house.  Any kind of construction can be a 

masterpiece but if I had to choose, I would like to 

design an open-off sustainable luxury single family 

house in direct relation with nature.  For example at 

the shoreline of a lake or the sea, so I could study all 

the possible contacts between natural elements and 

architecture and pay special attention to renewable 

energies such as geothermal and solar energy, 

control exposure to sunlight and perhaps create 

microclimates, look at recycling rain and using 

biofuels such as biomass, all in order to stop the 

house generating pollution.  That would be my 

dream commission.   

 

This seemed like an ideal time to bring David back 

down to earth with a thump so I asked him if he 

thought the new EEC certificates in Spain were a 

good idea and why. They have certainly caused a lot 

of people a lot of concerns, not to mention money 

and effort.  His reply was “we need to build 

sustainable buildings in order to be respectful to our 

environment.  I think the EECs are good reports to 

tell us the level of emissions of CO2 from a house, 

so you know if the house does or does not pollute.  

The more pollution the worse it is for the 

environment and the house owners pocket because 

they are wasting energy.  Unfortunately, in Spain 

many houses have low energy ratings which means 

that they are inefficient.  So, we need to go for 

renewable energies – more ecological ones and ones 

that are cheaper than the current ones.  To increase 

the energy efficiency of our houses means that in the 

future we will be able to live in zero consumption 

houses. 

 

STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS 

 

Spain´s National Police have been left a bit red 

faced after a Officer Carlos Fernandez in charge of 

the force´s Twitter site  advised travellers to the EU 

carrying hash to ´roll it in rizlas´and ´hide it where 

the sniffer dogs cannot detect it´. 

 

The Tweet was removed almost immediately and the 

Carlos who said he had sought information from a  

veteran officer to respond to the website user´s 

questions said he had meant his comments as a 

warning rather than to help people smuggle drugs. 

 

The enquiry from a cultural and lifestyle magazine 

called JotDown, read “@policia, if yu travel abroad 

(EU) and are carrying a few joints with you, is it 

better to put them in your hold luggage or carry 

them about your person”? 
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Thank you for reading our Newsletter, 

the next edition will be out on 1 June 

2014. Please remember it is free to join 

our mailing list for the Newsletter and 

all you need do is register under 

Newsletter in the right hand column of 

our Home Page. 

 

Carlos replied on behalf of the National Police 

“@JotDownSpain, better if you carry them already 

rolled in rizlas and where the sniffer-dogs won't 

detect them (cigarette packet?) But you risk getting 

a charge for consuming in public.” 

 

After both the Tweets were removed a fresh Tweet 

was issued saying “@JotDownSpain, to avoid 

confusion: possession and consumption of drugs in 

public places carries a charge for a civil offence. 

Best regards! Carlos.” 

 

 

An hour later, poor Carlos posted a Tweet on his 

personal site which read “Wanting to explain a 

situation or give a warning in a Tweet and it being 

interpreted as a piece of advice instead: Very clumsy 

#Fail.” 

 

 

NEW TOWN PLAN FOR CHICLANA 

 

After a long wait, the new town plan for Chiclana 

has been unveiled and the Townhall have put on a 

very nice exhibition for the public and crammed a 

couple of their planning officers Enrique and Frank 

in to a corner to assist the public. Having waited in 

the queue to speak to one of the planning officers 

and been asked by two Spanish people what the 

queue was for I am not personally convinced that the 

plan is understood by the public at large! 

 

 

 

It has brought both sweet and bitter notes for my 

clients.  In some cases, roads have been narrowed or 

removed completely taking them away from 

people´s properties and restricting the loss of land to 

the home owner but in others, they have remained 

the same.   The one good thing is the downgrading 

of minimum plot sizes which will help some of 

those who bought houses on undersized plots and 

the removal of some green areas which would have 

caused considerable problems. 

 

As yet, there is no news about flood plain and of 

course the new plan will not be law for another 18 

months minimum but at least we do now have a plan 

to work to instead of the dark abyss in which we all 

hung when the last plan was thrown out and all but a 

small area of Chiclana returned to the rustic land 

category temporarily. 

 

STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS 

 

The Spanish arm of the world´s largest computer 

hacking outfit who have stolen 60 million dollars 

from the public has finally been burst. 

 

The gang had been operating simultaneously in 23 

countries and in only a few hours had netted 40 

million dollars through 34,000 cash withdrawals. A 

further 400,000 dollars were stolen in 446 

withdrawals in just one night in Madrid. 

 

So far, 8 people, 6 Romanians and 2 Moroccans, 

have been detained in Spain.  They followed 

instructions from a highly skilled hacker who taught 

them how to break in to the databases of major high 

street banks. 

 

The ringleader is a Romanian national was arrested 

in Germany.  He was capable of deactivating all the 

security measure of the banks including PIN, 

withdrawal limits and overdraft restrictions.  This 

enabled his accomplices to withdraw 100,000€ from 

each bank account, even overdrawn accounts by 

entering random PIN codes. This unit was closely 

linked to another operating in Florida USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


